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Drifting on life's solemn sea 
Oh what derelicts there be I 
Laden with such precious freight, 
Making fond hearts desolate ; 
Heedless of love's pleading call, 
Drifting, drifting, that is all. 
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AT SEA. 



Oh we fro down to sea in ships- 
Bat Hope remains behind, 

And Lore, with laughter on his lips, 
And Peace, of passive mind; 

While oat across the deeps of night, 
With lifted sails of prayer, 

We voyage off in quest of light, 
Nor And it anywhere. 



Thou who wroughtest eaith and sea, 

Tet keepest from oar ejes 
The shores of an eternity 

In calms of Paradise, 
Blow back upon oar foolish quest 

With all the driving rain 
Of blinding tears and wild unrest, 

And waft us home again* 

J. Whitcomb Riley, 



A SONG OF THE OPEN. 



Mother Earth, who bred as stalwart, 
Bred us lusty, bred us free* 

She bath spread her nets to take U3, 
She hath lured us warily 

To the wind across the open, 
And the restless, roaming sea. 

She hath sent her winds to whi* per 
Of tbe far lands whence they roam, 

Sent ber shouting storms to call us, 
From the green fields of oar home, 

With a dream of far wild places 
And the roving, racing foam. 




She hath sung to us divinely 

In the moaning of her tides, 
Of some ship that waits our coming— 

That for us at anchor rides- 
Set us longing for the sea-song 

Of the wave*wash on her sides. 

By the roving hearts within us 
Hers for good and ill are we, 

By the vigor she hath sent us 
Hers while youth and strength shall be, 

Bondsmen of the boundlesB open 
And the restless, roaming sea. 

C Fox Smith. 



Digitized by 



Google 



16* THE SAILORS' MAGAZINE [June, 

LOVE IN THE STORM. 

My wife and child, come close to me, 
Tne world to us is a stormy sea; 
With your hands in mine, if your eyes bat shine, 
I care not how wild the storm may be* 

For the fiercest wind that ever blew 
Is nothing to me, so I shelter you: 
No warmth do I lack, for the howl at my back 
Sings down to my heart, " Man, bold and true." 

A pleasant sail, my child! my wife! 
O'er a pleasant sea, to many is life; 
The wind blows warm, and they dread no storm, 
And wherever they go, kind friends are rife. 

But, wife and child! the love, the love, 
That lifteth us to the saints above, 
Could only have grown where storms have blown, 
The truth and strength of the heart to prove. 

Ebbnezbb Jones, 



THE SEVENTY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY. 

The Annual Sermon before the American Seamen's Friend So- 
ciety was preached on May 5 by the Rev. Charles E. Jefferson, 
D.D., in the Broadway Tabernacle. It was so level with the purposes 
of tbis Society that one of its trustees at once asked for a hundred 
copies of it, when published, to give to his friends. Let others who 
heard it, or who read it in this Magazine, send to this office the same 
request for the same purpose. A self-supporting lady who beard it 
at once gave $20 for a loan library, — money that had unexpectedly 
come into her hands. May many be moved by this sermon to give 
out of large means or small, as the Lord has prospered them. The 
Society can use three times its present income and not overtake its 
demands. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society was held on May 6 at the Sail- 
ors 9 Home. Mrs. Nelson, who sings at the religious meetings of the 
Navy Yard, touched all hearts with one of the hymns she sings to sea- 
men, and Mr. MoLardy, who sings in the Catharine Mission, gave 
"My Ain Oountree," with tbe genuine Scotch accent. 

President Stoddard introduced Mr. Wm. G. Low as a representative 
of tbe Episcopal Mission for Seamen, a gentleman whose father was 
one of the noble merchants of the past, who bears the honored name 
of Low ; honored in tbe past, honored now by the one who will ad- 
dress us, and honored by the President of Oolumbia College. 
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Mr. Low said in part : 

I am interested in the missions which the Protestant Episcopal Church is carrying 
on in this city, but I came here more especially as trustee of the Seamen's Branch of 
toe Legal Aid Society, and I am very much pleased to be here this afternoon to 
thank this noble, old Society for the way in which they have helped us to begin and 
carry on that work, and I hope that they will continue to do that 

Tour history is that of nearly three score years and ten, whereas our work is a 
matter of three years old. I take for my text a part of your Annual Report, which 
says, " What does the State do for seamen? It makes fairly good laws for their ad- 
vantage, but fails to secure their adequate enforcement." Now, just there is where 
our Seamen's Branch of the Legal Aid Society comes in and helps the sailor to get 
his rights under those laws and to see that those laws have adequate enforcement. 
The sailor belongs to a different element from what most of us do. His home and 
life is on the sea, and while the State assumes that on shore men in general will ap- 
peal to the legal authorities and to the courts for assistance if they are wronged, it 
is not so with the sailor, and cannot well be so. 

Now at No. 8 State Street we have our Seamen's Branch so that when a sailor 
wants to consult the authorities it gives him a chance to air his grievances. Our of- 
ficers there help him to get his rights enforced by legal means, and we are doing 
that now at the rate of three to four hundred sailors a month, of all nationalities. 
I think it is a noble work and a necessary work for this board to carry on, and I 
want to thank you as one of the trustees of that society for the way you have enabled 
ns to start and carry it on. It is a good deal of a burden, because the number of 
people who want assistance is very large in this city. I am glad to say that the exam- 
ple is being followed, it would seem, in Boston, Baltimore and, I think, in Philadel- 
phia and elsewhere. 1 believe that as time goes on the value of the work is going to 
increase in the extent of its application. As the seamen find out where their friends 
are and where they can get help they will come in increasing numbers to ask for it 
Let me also express my sympathy with the work that your noble Society is doing. 

OoL A. P. Ketchum, recently made a trustee of this Society, after 
some compliments to the officers of the Society, said in part : 

Now, what can we fay of the sailor? They are men without a country. In the lit- 
eral sense of the word, they vote nowhere. They can with difficulty enforce their 
legal rights wherever they happen to be. They come and they go. They say of a 
certain class of people that they are always with us, but the sailor individually is not 
always with us. He comes and goes. He flits like the sparrow and we mnst catch 
him on the wing or we may lose him forever. 

I want to express my sincere appreciation of the work which is being done by the 
Legal Aid Society. It has been spoken of here this afternoon. You can imagine 
the situation here in this city of ours. Before the sailor leaves the ship the claws of 
those who would destroy him have seized him. He comes to this city of New York, 
and where does he go? The claws still hold him and he goes to the worst places that 
exist Is he in his right mind or is he not while he stays here, and when he comes at 
last to his senses, does he find that he has paid for his board or for what he has had, 
or is he charged with a big debt? That is the situation. We want to do what we 
can. We are trying to do what we can, but I think that it is within bounds to say 
that without the means of a Legal Aid Society it would be impossible for this Society 
to accomplish all it should do in the premises. 
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Now there is before as to-day a question regarding this municipality, and at the 
bottom of it all lies corruption. The whole thing is a vast Satanic labyrinth, and it 
is jmjt as perfectly constituted in respect to sailors who oome to this port, as it is in 
respect to others. And it is to meet that situation, and it is to apply the remedies 
which the law provides, that this Legal Aid Society is operated. 

Oh, if there were only a wireless telegraphy by means of which the history of every 
sailor could be stamped upon the conscience of every citizen, without reading, with- 
out listening to speeches, would there be any lack of funds, would there be any lack 
of contributions, of legacies, bequests or gifts? But that kind of knowledge does not 
belong to the finite, only to the infinite. Let us help as we may be able. 

The Rev. J. B. Calvert, D.D., Editor of the Examiner, after dwell- 
ing on the usefulness of anniversaries, said in part : 

I was greatly gratified with the statements in the Annual Report of the missionary 
work of this Society and of the splendid work done by your loan libraries, and 
through this Home. Societies are very much like men, and like men they are greatly 
influenced by their aim and environment. If a man is self* centered, if he thinks 
only of himself and of his own advancement and of how he can minister most to his 
own comfort and enjoyment, he will do nothing worthy of himself, nor anything 
very serviceable to his fellow men. But if a man's center is in Christ, if he thinks 
nothing of self and always of others, if he is thinking and planning all the time as 
to how he may provide for the needs and minister to the comfort of those in want or 
trouble, he will do the best possible thing for himself, develop a true and noble man- 
hood and render an enduring service to his fellow men. So with a Society, if it is 
self-centered and seeks its own success, it will accomplish very little for humanity or 
for God. But if it aims at nothing but the welfare of society, the ministering to the 
sick, the raising up of the fallen, the saving of the lost, it will do an imperishable 
work and its name and influence will abide. 

But the question often arises, how may we be girded for this work, how manifest 
this spirit in all our efforts? I know no other answer than by bearing in mind that 
old and yet ever new truth: " That God sent not His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved." "In this was mani- 
fested the love of God towards us because that God eent His only begotten Son into 
the world that we might live through Him." The only reason why Christ came into 
the world and suffered on the cruel cross was to make the love of God known to men. 
The great purpose of Christ's life among men was to show the love and oompassion 
of God to men in all lands and for all time. And as God sent His Son into the 
world, even so has Christ sent us into the world to make known the love of God to 
our fellow men. There is no higher aim, no grander service for men than to do 
what Christ did. Jn order that our efforts may be greatly multiplied and the love 
of Christ be manifested most efficiently and to the largest number, men organise 
themselves into agencies and societies to minister to certain classes or to peoples in 
certain communities or countries. It was with this purpose in mind that this Sea- 
men's Friend Society was organised and its beneficent and blessed work carried on 
to this day. 

The impression is that sailors as a rule are difficult to oonvince that the love of 
God, as manifested in Christ, extends to them, or that men from any disinterested 
motife seek to minister to them. They rather think that no one cares for them, no 
one feels any interest in the lives they lead or misses them when they are out at sea* 
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This Society, this Home, the work of these officer* and missionaries, is a very tangi- 
ble and emphatic protest against snoh feeling. It is the least that we can do to 
brighten their lonesome hours with good reading, to provide a place for them to oome 
to when sick, or shelter them when shipwrecked, and kind friends to minister to 
them when in distress and need* 

And as the needs of sailors appeal to us so strongly, even more so do they appeal 
to the love and care of God. It is not without its significance that the life and words 
of Christ were so intimately associated with the sea. If there any sailors who oome 
within the influence of this Society and of this Home, who feel sometimes that the 
offers of salvation are not for them, I would assure them that the same Christ who 
calmed the storm and the fears of the disciples when their boat was driven by the 
wind and tossed, is in every storm and is as ready now as when on earth to calm the 
fears in every sailor's heart. The same Christ is willing to be in every ship and to 
speak to every sailor as He did to the disciples and say " Peace, be still. 99 

All of you have doubtless read or heard of that sad and pathetic little book, 
" Ships that Pass in the Night 99 The title is specially attractive to those who follow 
the sea. But all of us have our ships that pass in the night. They sail out as bright 
and fair in the sunshine as any that have actually sailed the seas, and it seems as 
though they oould brave any storm and ride any sea and never go down. They are 
the ships of pleasure, joy, anticipation, home reunions, faith and love. We have 
watched them as they sailed away and when the storms have arisen we have seen 
them one after another sink beneath the dark, swelling flood. But if amid all the 
loss and wreckage of life, we are able to save the ship of faith— faith in Christ— it 
will hold us amid life's storms and bring us safe at last " into the desired haven.*' 

Mr. H. G. Fithiak, the Society's missionary at the Navy Yard, 
•aid in part : 

As to the work in the Navy, I know that the old gospel is the same power of God 
unto salvation as it ever was. We have had with us nine hundred men in the Yard 
in the last two months. Our meetings have been especially well attended, averaging 
the last month about one hundred and fifty men. I do not think we have held a service 
without having about fifty men request prayer. Last Wednesday night was the farewell 
meeting for a great many of the men and boys, as they have been drafted for a cruise 
of six months. After an impressive service I am sure that over one hundred men raised 
their hands for prayer. And then we spoke to the other men, " If you desire above 
all things else to be a Christian, I wish that yon men that do would kneel here upon 
this floor." When this invitation was pressed perhaps between fifty and seventy-five 
men got off their seats and knelt right down by the chairs. And all over that room 
we heard the men whispering in prayer, and the men that didn't kneel sat with 
bowed heads. Only those who work among sailors realize what that meant. 

A short time ago the chaplain was ill and asked me if I would take oharge of his 
Sabbath morning service. I went there probably thirty minutes before the service, 
and on opening the door I saw a number of men in the library. On a second look I 
noticed at least forty men there in the quiet of the chapel on that Sabbath morning 
with their Testaments and Bibles. 

I have a little hobby that I am going to speak of every place I go and I might just 
as well begin it here, and that is the " Comfort Bag." I wish that every one here 
would be interested in making up Comfort Bags for the sailors and put into these 
hags little things such as the boys need, some needles, sewing material and so on, 
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and then a little Testament, bat above all put a really good Christian letter in* Ten 
yean ago a man that I met bat a few days ago received one of these Comfort Bags 
as he was about to go to sea. When at sea he met with any trouble he turned to his 
Comfort Bag, took out the letter, read it, took his Testament and read it, and be- 
came a Christian man, and for ten years that man has stood for God on the seas, 
and helped many men to the cross. Oh, I would that yon might remember this work 
among the men of oar Navy. We are not the only ones working in this way, but we 
are doing the little that God has given us to do. 



SUMMARY OP SEVENTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 

What seamen have done for the world to make it worse would be a depressing 
story, and it would take volumes to tell it. What they have done to make it better 
would take fewer pages to tell, but the story would be one of entrancing interest 
For the secular benefits derived from the profession read Lindsay and others on the 
history of merchant shipping or read Capt, Mahan's book on the Influence of Sea- 
Power on History; or follow the early commerce of Venice, Naples and Amalfi on 
the Mediterranean and to the East; the traffic of Pisa and Genoa with Egypt, Syria 
and Constantinople; observe how seaboard commerce begets interior trade; how 
great roads must be built to meet its necessities, and how great cities follow as a 
matter of course; how from the same cause oome the credit and banking system* 
protection to the person by consuls and ambassadors, religious toleration, interna- 
tional law, a broader social and civic life and a deeper sense of the brotherhood of 
man. What the sailor has done in supplying the necessaries and luxuries of modem 
ife, and in naval defence of national gains made in civilization, is a great story and 
needs a great historian to tell it. 

What converted sailors have done to make the world better is a cheering and 
touching story. This is often ignored by those who do not ignore their vices, 
nor fail to castigate them for indulgences common to all men who are far from the 
influence of the church, of society and the home. It is impossible to give even an 
approximate list of men who have gone from the sea into pastorates and into chap- 
laincies in seamen's missions, but this list is known to be very large. Dr. C. J. 
Jones's book, " From the Forecastle to the Pulpit," with its thrilling record of soul- 
saving among the men of the sea, is an example of scores of books that might be 
written by converted sailors in the United States, England, Scandinavia, Germany, 
&c., packed with instances similar to those Dr. Jones records, constituting a truly 
apostolic succession of salt-water saints. Christians at least must recognize and re* 
joice in what Christian sailors do in behalf of their own class. 

What does the state do for seamen? It makes fairly good laws for their advan- 
tage, but fails to secure their adequate enforcement. What does society do for sea- 
men? In the main it forgets them and its debt to them. What does the church do 
for seamen? Denominations in seaboard cities do something; independent societies 
do a local work; most of the world-wide work is left to Seamen's Friend Societies 
of various names in several countries. Let the following report tell what are the 
aims of the American Skamjn's Fribnd Society, which, while rejoicing in the work 
of sister societies, counts itself happy to have been toiling in the same field for 
seventy-three years. Workmen have died, are dying, but the work goes on. Givers 
have died, are dying; shall not the giving go on? No society can live on its past. 
This Society has had a noble line of benefactors, but the early ones are all gone. Let 
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their empty places be filled. More money is needed now than ever; let more be 
given; given in legacies, in annual subscriptions, in ; eh arch collections, in large 
sums for endowment of the shipwrecked and destitute fund, of the loan library fund, 
and of the chaplaincy work; for the sake of the earnest chaplains, who are doing a 
large work for small pay; for the sake of sailors, who for the scantiest living are 
facing the perils of the deep and the moral dangers of the land; for the sake of 
Christ, who called fishermen into the college of the Apostles, and made them fishers 
of men* 

M isstovaby Work. Our chaplains and missionaries have labored in Denmark 
and Sweden; at Hamburg, Antwerp, Genoa and Naples; in the Madeira Islands; at 
Bombay and Karachi, India; at Yokohama, Nagasaki and Kobe, Japan; Valparaiso, 
Chile; Buenos Ay res and Rosario, Argentine Republic; Montevideo, Uruguar; in 
Gloucester, Mass., in New Haven, Conn., in New York City, Brooklyn Nary Yard, 
Norfolk, Wilmington, Charleston, Savannah, Galveston, Mobile, PensaooU, New 
Orleans; in Astoria and Portland, Oregon, in Seattle, Taooma and Port Townsend, 
Washington. 

Loam Library Work. During the year ending March 81, 1901, the Society has 
sent out two hundred and ninety-two loan libraries, of which ninety- fivs were 
new, and on hundred and ninety seven were refitted and reshlpped. The total 
number of volumes in these libraries is 12,556, and of new volumes 4,085, available 
during the year to 8,609 seamen. The whole number of new libraries sent out is 
10,812 and the reshipments of the same, 12,869, making in the aggregate, 28,681. 
The number of volumes in these libraries, 586,812, has been accessible by first ship- 
ment and reshipment to 415,724 men. The number of libraries placed on United 
States naval vessels and in United States hospitals up to date is 1,069, containing 
89,049 volumes, and these have been accessible to 125,818 men. In the stations of 
the United States Life Saving Service are 161 libraries containing 6,298 volumes, 
accessible to 1,815 Keepers and Surfmen. 

The New York Sailors' Home at 190 Cherry Street has had during the fifty-nine 
years of its existence 127,065 boarders, and during the past year 594. The Home is 
the property of the Society, and its lessee is Capt. H. O. Appleby. A chaplain sta- 
tioned in the Home opens its pleasant chapel for frequent services of a moral and 
religious character, and maintains family worship daily. Occasional social enter- 
tainments with music and song take place in the chapel. It is the desire of the Board 
not only to make this Home a refuge from the tempters and temptations which be- 
siege sailors ashore, bnt also to make it a means of grace to all its inmates. 

Shipwrecked and DESTITUTE. At the Society's Rooms and at the Sailors 9 
Home there has been expended during the past year for the relief of shipwrecked 
and destitute seamen, $866.07. 

Publications. During the past year the Society has published 55,500 copies of 
the Sailors' Maoaeine, 120,000 copies of the Live Boat for Sunday Schools, and 
10,000 copies of the Seamen's Friend. It has printed 1,000 copies of its Seventy- 
second Annual Report, and many tracts and leaflets bearing on its work. It has sent 
out 504 copies of the Seamen's Manual of Worship, which is now in its ninth edition. 

U. 8. Naval Academy, Annapolis. The twenty-seventh annual presentation of 
books to the graduates of the Naval Academy took place on Sunday, May 20, 1900. 
In a class of sixty-one men, fifty-nine chose the Bible out of the volumes submitted 
to them. 
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Special Grants. According to established custom, the Society has responded 
favorably to applications for help from auxiliary societies needing oar assistance. 

Life Director, One person has been made a Life Director daring the past year. 

Finances. During the year ending March 81, 1901, the receipts from legacies 
aggregated $12,810.06; for loan libraries, $1,085.55; from donations, Magasine 
subscriptions and other sources of income, $14,851.46; total, $38,507.00. The dis- 
bursements for missionary work, aid to shipwrecked and destitute seamen, publica- 
tions, loan libraries and general expenses, etc., amounted to $80,210.80. 

Acknowledgments. Thanks are offered to the American Bible Society for gen- 
erous grants of the Holy Scriptures; to the American Tract Society, the Metho- 
dist Book Concern, and other publishing houses in this and other cities, which hare 
furnished books for our libraries at reduced rates; to Harper & Brothers and 
others who have loaned us cuts for our publications; and to Prof. Taylor ILeed, of 
Princeton University, for a monthly statement of the position of the planets for the 
Sailors' Magazine. The leading hospitals of this city have gratuitously treated the 
sick seamen we have sent them. Various Railroad, Steamboat and Ocean Steamship 
Companies hare kindly responded when asked to assist in transporting disabled sea- 
men to their homes. The White Star Steamship Company and the International 
Navigation Company have appropriated to the Society a portion of the collections 
at the concerts given in the saloons of their ships, and a few collections have been 
sent by other steamship lines. As the American Seamen's Friend Society retains 
but one-fourth and divides three-fourths of the concert- moneys between three other 
worthy sailor charities, it is desirable that other steamship lines should follow the 
example of the White Star and the International, and that passengers should con- 
tribute more largely at the concerts. 

Obituary. Mr. C. K. Wallace became a trustee of this Society on September 
87, 1808; he died on January 20, 1001, aged 50. Mr. Wallace was a flue example 
of Christian manhood, faithful to every trust in the business world and in the church* 



EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 



Chaplain E. 0. Charlton, of Gloucester, Mass., has revived TK* 
Fisherman, published in the interests of deep-sea fishermen. At a cost 
of only fifty cents a year to each subscriber, he makes a valuable and 
interesting magazine for the general pnblio as well as for fishermen* 
The Sailors' Magazine asks for it a fair field and plenty of favor. 



On the evening of April 19 we attended a concert, given to seamen 
from the steamers on the West Side, in the fine room of the Seamen's 
Christian Association, 399 West Street. There was a great crash of 
sailors — nearly four hundred — and a jam of ladies and gentlemen. 
Among the guests were Capt. J. G. Cameron, chief engineer Thos. 
Sewall, and chief steward Bartholomew, of the Oceanic; Capt 
Clark and chief officer Carr, of the Tories Capt. Smith, marine 
superintendent of the White Star Line ; Charles H. Knox, presi- 
dent of the Civil Service Board ; Mrs. 0. H. Knox, Miss Clark, Mr* 
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and Mrs. Geo. A. Hbarn, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hearn, Miss Cowl, 
Miss Thomas, Mr. Snell, Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Steen, Rev. Henry 
Wilson, D.D., Miss Wilson, Miss E. M. Bangs, Miss EL M. Thomp- 
son. The excellent program of vocal and instrumental music and 
recitations was given to the great satisfaction of the seamen. No* 
and then a sailor gave a song with a chorus from four hundred voices, 
and the landsmen present hugely enjoyed it. Mr. Weight gave the 
seamen a rich treat and they will relish the religious work of the As- 
sociation none the less for an occasional evening of song and laughter. 



Owing to his increasing years and failing health, Oapt. Wm. Dollar 
has resigned his place as chaplain at the Sailors' Home of this So- 
ciety, where he has served for twelve years. Oapt. Dollar had forty 
years' experience of the sea, and therefore knew sailor men well. 
Modest, humble, faithful, wholly given up to his work, remarkably 
versed in Scripture, copious quotations from which formed the staple 
of his addresses, he gained the respect of seamen and of all his co- 
workers in their behalf. He will be greatly missed in the Sailors' 
Home, in the Secretary's office, and in the various missions in the 
city where he was always welcomed, especially in the good old Marin- 
ers' Church, the Navy Yard and the Catharine Mission. Mr. H. G. 
Fhhian, our missionary at the Navy Yard, will for the present add 
to his other duties the services at the Sailors' Home. 



At the last meeting of the mission workers among seamen in the 
port of New York, the discussion of the need of work at new locations 
was continued. It was the sense of the meeting that there was need 
for work in South Brooklyn, Staten Island, and especially at Hunter's 
Point, and perhaps one or two other places. Now and then, as condi- 
tions alter, old missions may well move to new sites, (and conserva- 
tism sometimes postpones removal too long) ; and the establishment 
of new missions is too often delayed by the lack of means to carry 
them on. This Magazine has often urged the increase of the N. Y. 
Port Society's resources, so that it may be able to take up fresh enter- 
prises, and not be compelled to leave them to individual efforts or to 
new organizations. ___ t 

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of packages of papers from 
Mrs. Nathaniel M. Terry, Miss Mary P. Howell, and Mrs. A. 
0. Browk, of New York City, and of books and magazines from Mrs. 
E. G. Davidgb, of Brooklyn. Please send to this office old maga- 
zines, secular and religious, for use in Sailors' Beading Booms and 
Loan Libraries. 
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Loan Libraries. Books given by this Society to a Sailors' Bead- 
ing Boom are thus referred to : 
The books are read with a relish and do much good. 

The master of the schooner Matt is Shipman writes of No. 9,136 : 
I have read several of the books which I found to be both instructive and inter- 
esting. Piease accept my thanks. 

The master of the ship Gluts. S. Whitney writes of Nos. 10,081 and 
10,352 : 

I received a library from yon five years ago and two years later I exchanged it 
with the captain of the bark R. Marrow at Cape Town. The books were read and 
Appreciated by the crew and myself. 

The masker of the schooner Atrato writes of No. 10,539 : 
It has been a great blessing to all on board; the books are both instructive and en- 
tertaining and have helped to pass away many a lonely hour at sea. As I have not 
read all the books I wish to keep it for another voyage. 

The master of the barkentine Annie Smith writes of No. 10,652 : 

1 am pleased to say it has been read by all the vessel's crew with pleasure, and I 
trust with benefit also. 



"LORD, SAVE ME!" 
THE ANNUAL SERMON BEFORE THE SOCIETY, 

PABACHBD BT THB 

Rev. CHARLES E. J EPPERSON, D.D., 

QT THE BROADWAY TABERNACLE, HEW YORK, MAT 5, 1001. 

Lord, save me. Matthew xiv: 80. 

It was the cry of a man npon the water. It was night. The wind 
was boisterous and the sea was rough. The man was about to be 
overwhelmed. There was deliverance from one quarter only. It was 
a cry of mingled hope and despair which rose above the moaning of 
the wind, " Lord, save me ! " 

This episode in the life of Peter, described so graphically by St 
Matthew, is the picture of a continuous experience which unfolds it- 
self in the spiritual life of the race. The storm described by Matthew 
has long since died away, the voice of the man who uttered the cry 
has long been still, all who were then alive have passed into the 
eternal silence, but the experience of that night is not anoient history 
never to be lived again ; it is a story repeated over and over again 
«ven nntojthis present hour. Names and forms are changing always, 
but the spiritual experiences of our humanity run on unchanged down 
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the widening generations. And so this morning there is still a storm 
upon the sea. A man is walking there. The man is in danger of 
being overwhelmed. If we have ears to hear, we can hear a cry com- 
ing across the water, " Lard, save me ! " 

The sea is no longer the little lake of Galilee. It is the ocean. The 
man is not Simon Peter. He is the modern sailor. A sailor is a man 
who walks upon the water. When I say walk I nse the word in the 
ordinary Biblical eense. In the Scriptures to walk nsually means to 
live. That is the sense in which the prophets always used it, and 
our Lord fell into the habit of their speech. " I must walk to day 
and to-morrow and the day following/ 9 " He that followeth Me shall 
not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life." The apostles 
all spoke as Jesus did. Listen to Paul : " Let us walk honestly as in 
the day," " We walk by faith not sight," " Let us walk in the Spirit," 
"I beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called," "See that ye walk circumspectly." And the beloved dis- 
ciple reminds us that we ought to walk even as Jesus walked. " I 
have no greater joy," he said to his converts, " than to hear that my 
children walk in truth." If to walk then means to live, a sailor walks 
upon the sea. He walks there by the command of God. An ever in- 
creasing number of men are living on the sea. Already the ocean 
population numbers 3 000 000 souls, a nation as large as the American 
Republic when it first unfurled its flag. And what a curious nation 
this oceanic nation is. It is a nation of men. It is made up of men 
gathered from almost every country under heaven. They pass from 
land to land, from port to port, and have no fixed abiding place. 
Thousands of them have no regard for the Supreme Baler of the 
world, but they are nevertheless servants of His will. They are on 
the ocean by God's commandment. It is God's desire that all the na- 
tions should come close together, that the various races should be de- 
pendent one upon another, that communication between the conti- 
nents should be swift and constant, that all good things should be in- 
terchanged, and that all men everywhere should be woven together 
into a vast brotherhood working out in divers forms the manifold 
purposes of heaven. These men upon the sea are the servants of the 
Most High. Without them humanity cannot realize its highest ends. 
It is they who are drawing the continents together, and reducing the 
planet to a city in whose markets the products of the world are bought 
and sold. That man upon the water is one of the chief characters in 
modern history. Blot him out, let him sink, and you change not 
onlj the map of the world, but you change the texture of its civiliza- 
tion. He is an Atlas on whose shoulders Empires and Republics are 
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carried. He is the minister of humanity, the servant of God. When 
yon build yonr pedestals on which to place the statues of the men who 
have created the modern world, you must not forget to build one for 
the statue of the man of the sea. 

That man is in danger. It is night upon the sea. There are no 
churches there, no school houses, no art galleries, no splendid bodies 
of scholars or of saints to shine like beacon lights making clear the 
path to heaven. It is midnight upon the ocean. The winds are 
blowing— wild, furious, dangerous winds from the caves of demons, 
winds that can wreck a soul. The sea is rough, and seems to have no 
pity in it Teased into fury by the storm, it rages like a beast that 
is mad. And this man has only the treacherous sea under him and 
the blast of the wind in his face. What is he to do ? God has com- 
manded him to walk upon the water. But he cannot do it success- 
fully alone. " Lord, save me ! " that is the cry that comes up from 
the man on the sea. I do not say that that is the cry which he ut- 
ters. There is a difference between the cry of a man's lips and the 
cry of a man's soul. With his lips he cries for what he wants, with 
his soul he cries for what he needs. When Saul of Tarsus reached 
the western edge of Asia he lay down to sleep one night with the 
murmur of the Aegean sea in his ears. In his sleep he dreamed and 
in his dream he saw a man, a European, with great hungry eyes look- 
ing at him. All through the night Paul heard the man calling. His 
oonstant cry was " Gome over, come over, and help us." When the 
morning dawned Paul and his companions crossed to Europe, but 
they did not find the man whom Paul had heard in his dream. They 
stopped at Neapolis, but the man was not there. They went on to 
Philippi and the man was not there. On the Sabbath day they went 
out of the city down to the place of prayer on the bank of the river, 
but the man was not there. Only a handful of women heard the first 
Christian sermon ever preached on the continent of Europe. To the 
end of his life Paul never found that Macedonian whose cry had dis- 
turbed his slumbers. Who then was that man ? What was the cry 
which sounded in Paul's ears ? It was not the articulate utterance of 
any particular individual. It was the deep unuttered cry of Europe. 
That man was the soul of the great Western world. Paul had brooded 
over the needs of the continent whose representatives had come to 
Jerusalem asking to see Jesus, and when he fell asleep the needy eoul 
of that continent stood up in the form of a man, pleading as only a 
soul can plead : " Come over, come over, and help us." 

And so when I ask you this morning to listen for a ory coming in 
from the sea, " Lord, save me 1 " I do not mean that any particular 
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sailor is calling upon Christ for deliverance. If yoa should go to any 
particular man and begin to talk to him about Jesus he might turn his 
back on you, or possibly curse you. He might snatch from your lips 
the name of Christ and use it to fill out his blasphemous utterances, 
bat even while his lips kept repudiating the 8on of Gad his soul would 
still cry " Lord, sate me !" It is not the conscious want but the un- 
conscious need which pleads trumpet- tongued with God and which 
ought to thunder in our ears with tones that will not let us sleep. 
Not what the sailor asks but what he needs ; this is the cry which 
God listens to and which I would hare you hear this morning. 

First, think of the need of the sailor. Think of the life he lives. 
Think of his privations and sacrifices. He must practically give up 
his home. The average sailor has no home. What would we be with- 
out our home ? It is the home atmosphere which sweetens us, the 
home influences which hold us, the home voices which call us to true 
and noble living. Lord, save me — that is the only possible salvation 
for a man deprived of his home. But the sailor is taken away from 
the Church. For months and even for years he may not be able to 
enter the sanctuary. He hears no prayers, no spiritual songs, no Bible 
reading, no sermons. Pat yourself in his place. Imagine yourself 
deprived of all the public means of grace, not a song or a prayer or a 
sermon, not a word of Christian cheer or inspiration for long months, 
what would you be ? Many of us who bathe ourselves in the redeem- 
ing atmosphere of God's house every Lord's day find it difficult to 
keep ourselves unspotted from the world. With spiritual songs ring- 
ing in our ears, with the touch of prayer upon our spirit, with exhor- 
tations and appeals dropping constantly into our heart, we often find 
ourselves beginning to sink. On the land our cry is, Lord, save us ! 
Bo you wonder that sailors sink and that so many of them go down 
forever P We can choose our companions. The land is broad and 
men are many and we can generally associate with whom we will. 
But a ship is a tiny world and men are huddled together in narrow 
quarters. A man, even if disposed to be true and pure, may be obliged 
to live close to those whose mouths are profane and whose hearts are 
unclean. We can hold one another up, by prayer and conversation, 
by cooperation in noble work ; but the sailor has none of our privileges 
and scarcely any of our helps. " Lord, save me ! " Out of the 
heavens must come the strong hand which delivers. 

Think of his hardships. No other man has more. Think of the 
bed he sleeps in. Think of the air he breathes, exoept when he is on 
deck. Think of the food he eats. Think of the absence of not only 
Jril the luxuries, but also all the comforts of life. A popular novelist, 
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for many years a sailor, has recently asserted that no mechanic in 
England would endare for even a week the privation, the monotony 
and the actual hardships to which men are subjected who live before 
the mast. No wonder the average seaman dies under thirty, and that 
the average life of service on the sea is only twelve years. Dr. John- 
son onoe described a sailor's life as perpetual imprisonment with a 
chance of being drowned. It has become a proverb that there is no 
hell for the sailor. He has his hell this side the grave. 

Think of his work ! It is monotonous drudgery. Much of it is 
done in the midst of great danger, most of it at great disoomfort 
Burned by the heat in summer, frozen by the blasts in winter, beaten 
and battered by the storms, poor man, he is often a complete wreck 
before he has lived even half the allotted three score years and ten. 
For ten years of my life I preached to sailors once every month in a 
Marine Hospital in Massachusetts. My congregation was different 
every time, but it always presented the same dilapidated, wretched, 
pathetic appearance. My hearers looked as though they had escaped 
from a great battle. Some had broken arms, some broken legs, some 
great gashes in their head, some lacerated and mangled faces, some 
frozen hands and feet. Poor battered wretches with the life almost 
pounded out of them, they would hobble in to the chapel with canes 
and on crutches, bandaged and tied up and plastered over, in order to 
hear me preach, and their rough weather-beaten faces appealed to me 
as bo other faces ever have. My heart went out to them in their lone- 
liness and distresses, and goes out to them still and to all their fellows 
on the sea. So great a liking for them grew up in my heart that 
nothing gives me greater pleasure than to be permitted to say a word 
to increase the interest of Christian people in what I believe to be al- 
most the most neglected of all God's children. 

I do not mean to say they are neglected altogether. Thanks be unto 
God, Christian men and women in increasing numbers are giving 
thought and love to these men, but for centuries the neglect was well 
nigh universal, and the attention they now receive is small compared 
with what it ought to be. It was not till 1812 that in Boston the 
first society ever organized in this world for the religious care of sea- 
men was started. It was not till 1820 that there was erected on 
Roosevelt Street, in this city, the first Mariners 9 Church ever built. 
From that day to this the work for seamen has been expanding, but 
they are still among the most neglected of all the sons of men. What 
a slight figure they cut in the thought even of those of us who are 
most interested in the world's redemption. How seldom we pray for 
them, how little we do for them. Outside of a little company of their 
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faithful friends, who is interested in a sailor P The politician cares 
nothing for him. If a man has a vote, no matter how poor and de- 
graded he may be, he will be looked up in his oellar or attic, and at 
least onoe every year he will be made to feel that he is a man and 
counts one in the great host of American citizens. But a sailor has 
no vote. The politician pays no attention to him. He is ignored in 
all campaign literature as though he did not exist Even the philan- 
thropists are too busy with other peoble to give but hasty thought to 
the men who do business on great waters. They are careful of the 
little children, and of the aged, and of the blind, and of the deaf and 
the dumb, and of the insane, and of the imbeciles, and of the crimin- 
als and of the prisoners, and even of the horses and cats and dogs, 
but the sailor they usually pass by on the other side. Religious work- 
ers in great armies are feeding the hungry and clothing the naked, 
and visiting the sick, and showing hospitality to the stranger, but ex- 
cept in rare cases, their thought and affection seem to stop when they 
come to the edge of the sea. Indeed the bulk of Christian work stops 
several blocks this side of the edge of the water. Our neglect of the 
sailor on land is more surprising and wicked than our neglect of him 
when he is on the deep. A sailor is the inhabitant of two worlds — 
the world of water and the world of land — and we neglect him in both 
worlds. Although he is our guest we pay scant attention to him 
when he arrives at our door step. He reaches the city in the most 
desolate and degraded sections of it. Cities have a strange way of de- 
teriorating as they approach the sea. There is usually a congestion 
of poverty and vice in the neighborhood of the wharves. Misery and 
dissipation build their homes near the docks. Hunger and rags, 
drunkenness and last, profanity and filth, these as a rule seize upon 
the sea border of a city, and the sailor who has been, it may be, in a 
hell on the sea because of the cruelty of officers or the brutishness of 
companions finds himself at once in the midst of a hell on the land. 
Wnat a dangerous company of men and women stand on the shore to 
greet him on his arrival The saloon keeper, the harlot, the black- 
leg, the land shark, the gambler, the thief are all there to take advan- 
tage of his credulity and to fan into flame his worst passions. Look at 
him falling into the clutches of that band of harpies ! He has escaped 
from the storm of the sea into a more furious storm on the land. As 
you see him pursued from street to street by that gang of devils de- 
termined to prey upon him, cannot you hear the piercing cry, " Lord, 
save me ! " 

And the climax of the tragedy lies in the fact that all this takes 
place at our gate. We dress in fine linen and fare sumptuously every 
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day, while there is a man at oar gate, not licked like Lazarus, bat 
bitten by dogs. We respectable people crowd together in the oentre 
of the island leaving a terrible fringe along each river which most of 
as never look into and would not venture to touch. Sailors are obliged 
to land in streets through which we are almost afraid to walk. Do 
you know that last year 4,343 vessels came into our harbor, and that 
on board these vessels there were almost 550,000 men of the sea f 
Over a half million seamen are our guests every year, and what sort of 
hospitality do we extend them f When Paul and his companions were 
shipwrecked on the coast of Malta, St. Luke says that the people of 
that island showed them no little kindness, for they kindled a fire and 
received them every one, because of the rain and because of the oold. 
What the people of Malta did for Paul and his fellow voyagers we, 
Manhattan islanders, ought to do for the seamen who are oast up from 
day to day on our shore. We ought to kindle a fire and throw round 
these half million men the warmth and cheer of gracious hospitality. 
For a sailor when he comes ashore is chilled by the damp of the sea 
and what he most of all wants is warmth. He comes drenched by the 
mists, and any man who kindles a fire for him, though it be a fire of 
hell, can easily get into his heart. All along the edges of our city 
men and women have kindled fires in which the bodies and souls of 
seamen are consumed. The Ohurch of God must put out these fires 
and kindle others which will illumine the mind and cheer the heart 
We must bound Manhattan island with a belt of holy fire. One of 
the first uses to which St. Paul put the fire which had been kindled 
by the people of Malta was to shake into its flames a deadly viper 
which had seized upon his hand. If we had holy fires all along our 
shores our sailor guests could shake into them the viperous sins which 
fasten themselves upon their souls. We Christians surely ought to 
come up to the level of the heathen of Malta : we ought to kindle a 
fire. 

God holds us responsible for these men. They are sailors ; but they 
are men. They have minds and hearts, hopes, affections, aspirations, 
and dreams. Every one of them is created in the image of God, and 
it is Christ's wish that every one of them should be with Him where 
He is and behold His glory. They are our servants. They are work- 
ing for us. They minister to our physical and social and commercial 
life. Oar dinner is better, our homes are more comfortable, oar 
libraries are larger, our merchants are richer, our life is sweeter and 
more complete, because of the labors and sacrifices of these toilers of 
the sea. Take out of this city every comfort and luxury, every dec- 
oration and treasure brought to us by the hands of a sailor, and the 
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city would be impoverished and rained. We are the masters of these 
men, and to us the command has come, "Masters, give unto your ser- 
vants that which is just and equal ; knowing that ye also have a Mas- 
ter in heaven. 1 ' Do we give to the men of the sea that which is just 
and equal ? Have we been interested in legislation looking to the 
safeguarding of their rights ? Has it pained us to know what wretched 
accommodations are provided for seamen even in these days of float • 
ing palaces ? "Just and equal ;" that is the way the commandment 
runs. What will Christ say to the rich Ohurch members of our day 
who cross the ocean again and again in elegance and luxury, with- 
out so much as a thought for the poor slaves by whose ill-paid labor 
ocean voyages are made possible ? 

They are more than our servants, they are our brethren. We are 
members of the same family, children of the same Father, redeemed 
by the same Elder Brother, created for the same high and vast etern- 
ity. We are our brothers' keeper. We cannot shake off oar respon- 
sibility if we would. We are condemned if we pass by a man in need. 
Every man whom we can reach is our neighbor, and God brings a half 
million men into New York harbor every year that we may do them 
good. We may say our prayers and sing our songs, here at the centre 
of the island, but if we pass by the seaman whom God brings daily and 
lays at our gate, our punishment will be as awful as that of Dives in 
flames. 

It is for these reasons that the American Seamen's Pbiekd Sooiexy 
ought to have a large place in the hearts of all Christian people. How 
many of us, I wonder, know about it and are interested in its work f 
Do yon all know it was organized in 1828, twelve years before the 
Tabernacle, and that in seventy-three years of its career it has belted 
the globe with its influence f Do you know that it aids in the sup- 
port of chaplains to seamen in thirty-seven ports at home and abroad, 
that it has assisted in the building of Sailors' Homes in various parts 
of the world, that it founds and fosters port societies for the social 
entertainment and religious instruction of seamen, that it looks after 
sick and destitute sailors, and assists in the difficult work of securing 
for them their legal rights ? Have you ever seen its Home down in 
Cherry Street in this city, where temperance and religious meetings 
are held straight through the year, and where hundreds of sailors have 
found Him whom to know is life eternal ? Have you heard of the 
loan libraries which are sent out on American vessels leaving this 
port ? If you have not, you will be surprised to know that eleven 
thousand new libraries have been already shipped, and that counting 
shipments and reshipments, an average of two libraries for every 
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working day have been sent to sea for forty- three years. Such a li- 
brary costs only twenty dollars, and it will last for many years. One of 
the purposes of this sermon is to indnce at least a dozen of yon to in- 
vest, eaoh one, in a libraiy, that the influence of the Tabernacle 
which is now felt in so many lands may also be made manifest on all 
the seas. I cannot conceive of a more profitable investment for Chris- 
tian money in all the wide world. 

The time has oome when the whole world is paying new attention 
to the sea. We speak of the Old World, meaning Europe, but in 
reality the old world is the ocean. It was made before the land, but 
it is the last world to be discovered. Men have now entered in earn- 
est upon its conquest. They are even making a map of the floor of 
the oceans. Having measured the depth of the valleys and the 
heights of the mountains of the continents, they are now measuring 
the mountains and valleys of the seas. Only recently a work on 
Oceanography was brought out in England, consisting of fifty royal 
octavo volumes, aggregating nearly 30,000 pages. The plant life and 
the animal life of the water is being studied by scores of enthusiastic 
students and the greatest conquests of science in the twentieth cen- 
tury will possibly be conquests of the sea. Men are finding strange 
things in the water. The other day some divers brought up from the 
bottom of the Mediterranean the fragments of some statues. The 
world was thrilled by the discovery of a few hands of bronze and a 
few marble busts fashioned by Athenian sculptors centuries ago. We 
shall some day make another discovery ; we shall bring up not a mar- 
ble man from the ooze of the ocean bottom, but out of the darkness 
of the forecastle we shall bring up a man of flesh fashioned by the 
hands of the Infinite Artist. If the scholars can afford to give time 
and thought to a bronze hand of a lost statue, we Christians can af- 
ford to become enthusiastic over a sailor's soul. 

John, the beloved disciple, says he saw a mighty angel setting bis 
right foot upon the eea. That is what the world just now is doing. 
It is taking possession of the sea. One of our distinguished citizens 
has written a book in which he sets forth the influence of sea power 
in history. It is safe to say that its influence in the future will out- 
match its influence in the past. Our Republic is preparing to walk 
upon the sea. God has spread an ocean outside our eastern and west- 
ern windows, and on these oceans as well as on the land, this nation 
is to work out its destiny. On the water as on the land it must do its 
duty, and on board our ships as well as in our shops and factories 
there must be men true to the laws of righteousness. What means 
the creation of our navy, if we are not to walk upon the sea P What 
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means the oonstant effort to expand our merchant marine if God is 
not leading us to walk in more influential ways upon the waters ? In 
one sense there will be in the future no more sea. No more sea in 
the sense of mystery, danger, barrier, separation, for the ooean shall 
beoome more and more a continent on which men shall pursue their 
pleasures and carry on their business. An increasing number of 
Americans are destined to walk upon the water. It is a fact of vast 
significance that the civilization of the twentieth century like the 
angel in the Apocalypse, is putting its right foot upon the sea. 

If we are wise, therefore, we shall look after our seamen without 
delay. Thus far to many of us the sailor has been only an outcast and 
a vagabond. He has been the publican of the modern world, the man 
passed as hopeless, to be classed with unreclaimable sinners. We have 
excommunicated him. We have regarded him as a heathen. But the 
Son of God seized upon the publican of Palestine, to the utter con- 
sternation of the religious leaders, and made him a member of the 
apostolic band. There was a publican in the little company upon 
whose shoulders Jesus rolled the work of bringing the world back to 
God. The Christian religion will not allow us to think of any class of 
men as hopelessly degraded or finally excluded. Jesus found redemp- 
tive forces in the very classes which the Jewish Church had foolishly 
cast aside. The Christian Church must use the sailor. More hopeful 
material the world does not afford. The man of the sea is young, and 
he is schooled in the experience of self-sacrifice. Many of us do not 
make good Christians because we are too fastidious and squeamish. 
Our life has made us soft and fussy. We have had too many cushions. 
too many servants, too much coddling. We lack the tone and fiber of 
genuine Christian soldiers. We make a great ado about trifles, and 
shirk duties that are hard. But the man of the sea is used to rough 
knocks. Hardship has made him tough and courageous. He has the 
very elements which Christ demands in those who serve Him. What 
•tuff these men of the sea are made of ! Wq have not yet forgotten how 
the stokers on the Oregon, when brought up half dead from the awful 
heat of their burning prison, as soon as they had partially recovered from 
their fainting condition begged to go back to their post again that 
they might do their part in bringing the great battle-ship on time into 
Cuban waters. Nothing was too severe for them to bear if only they 
could serve their country. Give men like that a love for Christ and 
they will bring this world to God. Supreme humility, perfect self- 
denial, unflinching courage, glorious endurance, reminding one almost 
of Golgotha — these are the very virtues which the Church is in need 
of and all these she will find in beautiful abundance in the rough, 
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tough-fibered, stout-hearted men of the sea. Once let a sailor be bap- 
tised with the Holj Spirit and yon hare another Simon Peter, a man 
of rock, on whose rugged strength the Christian Church can build 
her hopes with no fear of disappointment This is the man whom 
God has ordained to be the most efficient of all foreign missionaries. 
His work carries him to many cities and countries and gives him the 
command of many languages, and when he has the good news in his 
heart he tells it wherever he goes. This is the very man that the 
Ohuroh needs to carry on her work. He will be the cheapest as well 
as the most effective of all mission workers. He will get his salary 
from the merchants and his eternal reward from the King. Com- 
merce is the servant of the Almighty, and the Son of God will use her 
more and more in the upbuilding of the Church universal. Com- 
merce by employing Christian seamen will become the mightiest of 
all societies organized for foreign missionary work. When every ship 
that sails the sea has on board men baptized into the name of Christ, 

" Jesus shall reign wher'er the son 
Does his successive journeys run ; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more." 

Do not forget then the men of the sea. Pray for them without 
ceasing. Strengthen the arms of those who labor to give them the 
gospel Never let a year go by without a contribution to the treasury 
of some Seamen's Friend Society. Remember that if Christ has 
ordered you to walk upon the land, He has ordered others to walk 
upon the sea. The man upon the sea is your servant, your neighbor, 
your brother. When you look down the harbor what do you see? 
First of all the statue of Liberty enlightening the world. But what 
do you see beyond that ? Can you not see the figure of a man out- 
lined against the sky— the man of the sea ? Listen, and perhaps you 
may hear a cry rolling across the water—" Lord, save me ! " To help 
that man get hold of the hand of Christ — that is one of the great 
works which God has given us to do. 



"VEKY MUCH OBLIGED." 



This is what came to us across to each other were those of entire 

the sunny sea. It was one of the unreserve. Our captain had taken 

loveliest possible of Sunday morn- a warm interest in the service, 

ings. We had held a service in But here I must make a paragraph, 

the social hall, and the arrange- duly to present him to my readers, 

rsente for the singing had brought Captain Charles 0. Peters oom- 

us so together that our relations manas the good ship Decatur H. 
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Miller, of the Merchants' and 
Misers' Transportation Line, ply- 
ing between Baltimore and Savan- 
nah. He is a son of the sea. His 
father was of the same lineage, and 
the boy of seven began at the low- 
est rat line to climb to his present 
proud elevation. He brought over 
from Germany a brave, honest, re- 
ligiously inclined young heart, 
warmly susceptible to the beauti- 
ful, the true and the good. 

On this particular Lord's Day 
we were southward bound. We 
found that Captain Peters was en- 
gaged in making up a bundle of 
reading for the crew of the light- 
ship anchored upon the Diamond 
Shoals, off Hatteras. We all en- 
tered into the spirit of the scheme. 
Before I knew a word about it, 
he had gathered up one or more 
copies of The Observer, which I 
had not got quite through with, 
having shared the reading of them 
with my fellow passengers. Were 
it not that old people are so ex- 
ceedingly given to digression (and 
you have not a half dozen contrib- 
utors who antedate me), I should 
add that I find it hard at best to 
get through with my Observer so 
as to give my fellow men a benefit 
It so chanced that I had also in 
stock a good assortment of the 
tracts of evangelist F. B. Meyer, 
in whose present tour in America 
I find the Southern people are 
taking a deep interest, as also of 
Andrew Murray, and some stirring 
ones issued by the Bethany Beli- 

{ious Publishing House of Pitts- 
urg. I am sure my dear old friend, 
Miss Mary Moorhead, whose piety 
is the life- breath of that modest 
institution, will be glad to know 
what became of some of its issues. 
In they all went Three or four 
folds of stoat canvas enveloped 
the package. There it lay on the 
forward deck, awaiting the criti- 



cal moment, and there we all gath- 
ered in the sunshine and the balmy 
air, examining it, admiring its 
bulky proportions and loading it, 
or rather inflating it to give it 
buoyancy, with our best wishes 
and prayers. 

There was something touching 
in the interest that everybody 
seemed to take in the matter. 1 
happened to stand at one moment 
near the pilot house inside whioh 
was the first officer. 

"It's a good thing, sir, this. 
They have a lonesome time of it. 
Some of them go insane." 

" Do the captains of all these 
coasters take the matter in the 
same way to heart ? " asked I. 

"No," said he, "not many of 
them ; but it's a good thing." 

The lightboat is a steam vessel, 
so that she is not helpless if her 
anchorage fails. She has, it seems, 
a crew or fourteen. Furloughs to 
visit the shore, fourteen miles 
away, cannot often be given, and 
yon may be sure that they make 
the most of any "event" that 
marks off one day of the year from 
all the rest There was excite- 
ment there aboard, soon down 
dropped a little boat with a little 
crew. Two blasts from our whistle. 

"What does that mean, cap- 
tain?" 

" For them to keep to our star- 
board." 

Nevertheless they did cross our 
bows, as they should not have 
done, and stood too far off for the 
package to be tossed into the boat 
I suppose the poor fellows were so 
excited that they lost their heads, 
for it is not very often that they 
have the sort of weather off Hat- 
teras that makes such exohangt 
possible. At any rate, the captain 
scolded them in a good-natured 
way, as he flung the precious bun- 
dle into the sea. But a good many 
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eager eyes from our deck watched 
it away astern, until it was a sure 
thing that it was in hand. 

Meanwhile we ran within a few 
rods of the lightship, and it was 
from thence that the "much ob 
liged " issued that I began to tell 
about IIow they cheered and 
waved their caps, and how we all 
did our best to let them know that 
we recognized the common bond 
of humanity between us. 

My mother used to sing a song, 
the refrain of which was "Ship 
ahoy." There occur in it the lines : 

"But £oon, too soon, we part again 
To nil o'er silent seas again " 

The feeling with which I used to 
hear her sing it came back to me 
at that moment The next day a 
similar package was delivered to 
the lightship on the Fryingpan 
Shoals, off Oape Fear, twenty- two 
miles from dry soil. All this is 
merely an introduction. The body 
of my discourse, however, shall 
"fallout," as they say in German, 
and I proceed at once to my ap- 
plication 

We ought to have the men of 
the sea more on our hearts. We 
can do for them more than we do. 
Not without some effort and cost ; 
doing good in this world is uphill 
work. But the demand is not a 
heavy one. If you are interested, 
send to the American Seamen's 
Fkiend Society for suggestions 
Meanwhile let me give you a hint 
or two. 

All American ships, to say the 
least, and all that enjoy American 
patronage, ought to be well sup- 
plied with hymn books if their 
schedules cover Sundays. Good 
Sunday reading ought always to 
be laying on their tables, and more 
specifically, I hope some of my 
readers will have been so far inter- 
ested in the present plain story, 



that they will be willing to take 
the pains to send, express or freight 
paid, to Captain 0. 0. Peters, S. 
S. D. H. Miller, M. and T. Co., 
Baltimore, euch reading in the 
form of books, magazines and pa- 
pers as they can well guess will be 
of interest to the lonely lightship 
keepers. A manuscript letter, after 
the manner of the Shut-in-Society, 
might be like an apple of gold in a 

Sioture of silver. If you can spare 
aptain Peters copies of " Booked 
in the Cradle of the Deep " and 
"0 Pilot, 'tis a fearful Night," 
the big-hearted old sailor will give 
you thanks that will by some mys- 
terious telepathy warm your heart ; 
and lastly, you who are accustom- 
ed to leading religious servioes, 
make bold to offer your servioes 
when you are out at sea if no oth- 
er provision is made for Sabbath 
worship. You may be surprised to 
find how gratefully the moat un- 
ambitious efforts are appreciated. 
Sow beside all waters. — The Rev. 
E. P. Crane, in tlie New York 
Observer. 



Christ at the Helm. 

It is a good thing for us that we 
cannot foresee tempests or trials, 
for then we might be frightened 
out of undertaking many a voyage 
at the call of duty. When Paul 
set off for Borne he could not dis- 
cern a prison or a blood stained 
axe of martyrdom waiting for him 
in the imperial city. When Clark- 
eon, Wilberforce, and Sharp set in 
motion their noble enterprise of 
overthrowing the African slave- 
trade they could not anticipate 
the long years of ferocious opposi- 
tion that they were doomed to en- 
counter. They tugged at the oars, 
and left the helm in the Pilot's 
hands. — Rev. Theodore L. OuyUr, 
D.D. 
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THE FIRST CHAPTER OF ISAIAH. 



A youth about seventeen or eigh- 
teen years of age was asked by the 
secretary of a sailors' society if he 
had attended any of the Bethel 
prayer meetings on board ship. He 
said " Yes, the last evening. Yes- 
terday I landed from my yoyage ; 
and this afternoon I am bound for 
Scotland to see my friends. Al- 
though that visit to the Bethel 
was accidental, it has been the 
means of great consolation to my 
mind/' 

" I am glad you have found it 
*o," observed the secretary; "were 
you unhappy ?" 

"I will relate, sir," said he, 
what took place during my last 
Tovage. I sailed from London in 
a Scotch vessel for the West In- 
dies, second mate, the most aban- 
doned and profligate wretch that 
ever sailed on salt water, particu- 
larly for profane swearing. Our 
«aptain, though a good seaman 
•and kind to his ship's company, 
-cared neither for his own soul nor 
those of his ship's crew. We had 
heen at sea about sixteen days. It 
«ame on night. It was my watch 
on deck. The night was dark and 
lowering, and but little wind at 
the time. We had most of our 
lower sails set. I was walking up 
.and down on the leeward side of 
the ship when a sudden puff of 
wind caused the vessel to give a 
heavy lurch. Not prepared to meet 
it, I fell against one of the stan- 
chions. Feeling much hurt I gave 
vent to my anger by a dreadful 
oath, cursing the wind and the 
sea and (awful to mention) the 
Being who made them. Scarcely 
had this horrid oath escaped mv 
lips, when it appeared to roll back 
to my mind with so frightful an 
image that for a moment or two I 
thought I saw the sea parting and 



the vessel going down. I took the 
helm from the man who was at it 
and put the ship's head close to 
the wind. 

•' All that night my awful oath 
was before my eyes, and its conse- 

Suences appeared to be my certain 
amnation; For several days I 
was miserable. Ashamed to ao- 
knowlege the cause, I asked one 
of the men if he had any book to 
lend me to read. He offered me 
a French novel. I asked if he had 
a Bible or Testament. He an- 
swered by asking if I was going to 
die ; for his part, he said, he never 
troubled his head about Bible or 
prayer book, he left all these mat- 
ters to the priest, to whom he left 
part of his pay to pray for him ; 
if I had done so I should not have 
been so squeamish. The captain 
I knew had a Bible, but I was un- 
willing to ask him the loan of it. 
"Several days passed in the 

Greatest torment, this oath always 
efore me. I could not pray ; in- 
deed, I thought it of no use. On 
the fifth day I was turning over 
some things in my chest when I 
found some trifles I had purchased 
for sea stock wrapped in paper — 
this piece of paper (putting his 
hand into his iaoket pocket and 
from a small red case pulling out 
the paper, which was a leaf of the 
Bible containing nearly the whole 
of the first chapter of Isaiah. Oh 
how my heart throbbed when I 
found it was a piece of a Bible ! " 
At that moment tears fell from 
his eyes and he pressed the leaf to 
his bosom. 

" But, sir," continued he, u con- 
ceive what I felt when I read these 
words : ' Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool." 



Digitized by 



Google 



184 



THE SAILORS' MAGAZINE 



[June, 



Here he paused to wipe the tears 
•way. 

'•Oh, sir!" he added, "like a 
drowning man I clung to this life 
buoy; on this I laid my soul. I 
then prayed and the Lord gra- 
ciously pleased to remove in some 
measure the great guilt fiom my 
conscience, though I continued 
mournful and bowed down until 
last evening, on board the May- 
flower, I stowed away with the 
Bethel company. I felt much com- 
forted in the service. It deeply 
affected me, and I have now reason 
to believe the Lord has forgiven 
my great sin. I am now going 
home to my friends, to tell them 
what great things God hath done 
for me. " — Jewish Advocate. 



Vacation on the Sea. 

For a few days we felt the per- 
fect repose and benefit of a voy- 
age. To one who, like myself, 
never suffers from nausea, it is the 
most perfect re at The busy world, 
we know, is getting on very well 
without us, and so we determine 
to get on without it. The post- 
man's knock belongs to another 
sphere of existence, and we hear it 
no more, except as in a feverish 
dream. A mighty gulf of deep 
water separates us from the world 
of letters, business, calls, meetings, 
appointments, committees, visits, 
and all the like disturbers of self- 
ish ease. 

We assume, being ourselves in 
robust health, that all our friends 
are in like condition, and are pleas- 
ed to think that they lament our 
absence, hope to hear from us by the 
next mail, and will be glad to have 
us home again; while sometimes 
we cannot but regret, with a feel- 
ing which alarms our conscience, 
that we do not sufficiently respond 
to their anxieties. 



On shipboard, pleasure and ne- 
cessity are one. We cannot help 
being idle. We may possibly ex- 
ert ourselves to play draughts or 
backgammon, but not chess — that 
requires thought To read any- 
thing is an act of condescension, 
and no one thinks that his duty. 
In fact, the word "duty" seems 
confined to the officers and crew, 
including the steward. Those por- 
tions, too, of our life which on land 
are made subordinate to more im- 
portant things, such as our meals 
and sleep, at sea are made the lead- 
ing events of the day. We retire 
at any hour to our cabin, sleep, 
read, meditate, as we please and as 
long as we please. The brain and 
memory empty themselves so com- 
pletely of all that has troubled or 
occupied them during previous per- 
iods of existence, that we seem to 
begin life again as children, and to 
be amused with the most passing 
trifles. 

Sensible men who, a few week* 
or even days before, were occupied 
with national affairs, become in- 
terested in the cow on board, feel 
her horns, scratch the back of her 
ears, and beg for some crumbs of 
bread to feed the chickens. A dog 
on board becomes an institution. 
A sea-bird attracts every eye; while 
a ship looming on the horizon 
makes all who can stand come on 
deck and watch the approaching 
wonder, as the Ancient Mariner 
watched the mysterious sail. 

Who, on shore, ever thinks of 
the longitude or latitude of his 
houBe? Not one in fifty believes 
that it has either one or other; but 
at sea our position is known every 
day at twelve o'clock; and the spot 
upon the globe's surface which wo 
at that moment occupy becomes a- 
matter of serious speculation until 
dinner-time. 

We beseech over-wrought men. 
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never to visit Paris, to be baked 
od tbe Boulevards, weary of the 
Boe Bivoli, have their digestion 
destroyed by mushrooms and 
cockscombs at the Trois Frdres; 
not to be pestered by guides, ropes, 
ladders, mules, or alpinestocks, in 
walking aoroes slippery glaciers, or 
down savage ravines in Switzer- 
land; nor to be distracted by 
" Murray " in wandering from 
gallery to gallery, or from church 
to church in Italy; — but to launch 
upon the deep, get out of sight of 
land and have their brains thor- 
oughly invigorated by fresh air and 
salt water. — Dr. Norman McLeod. 



that these undulations provide 
earlier and more distinct indica- 
tions of approaching storms than 
are given by tbe barometer. — R. 
A. Gfregory, F. R. A. S. 



The Waves "Which Precede 
Storms. 

It it well known to thore who 
dwell at the haven of the sea that 
the surface of the water is fre- 
quently troubled before the arriv- 
al of a gale. We have it on the 
authority of Mr. W. H. Wheeler, 
who has devoted many years to 
the study of such matters, that in 
the Bay of Biscay, frequently dur- 
ing the autumn and winter in calm 
weather, a heavy sea gets up and 
rolls in on the coast twenty-four 
hours before the gale which causes 
it arrives, and of which it is the 
prelude. In this case the wave ac- 
tion, generated on the other side 
of the Atlantic by the wind, trav- 
els at a much greater rate than 
that of the body of disturbed air, 
and thus gives warning of the 
coming storm. Upon the great 
lakes of North America fishermen 
and boatmen have learned to fore- 
cast storms by observation of the 
undulations to which the waters 
of the lakes are subject, and a di- 
rect inquiry into the matter, by 
means of self-recording guages to 
show tbe fluctuations of level of 
the surface of water, has proved 



"Wrecked Through Whiskey. 

One of the best marine under- 
writers of this country in discuss- 
ing the question of how many ves- 
eels are lost annually through care- 
lessness that is due to intoxication 
said recently to the New York 
Mail and Express : 

"It is impossible to say how 
many ships are lost because of 
drunken officers. If we could but 
know, it would be to learn that 
hundreds of the fine vessels that 
have been posted as missing in the 
last ten years turned into Davy 
Jones' harbor as a result of drink. " 

The same writer, after mention- 
ing the names of several vessels 
wrecked by whisky, says : 

" There are dozens of cases which 
I have not mentioned, but in which 
it is absolutely known that drunk- 
en captains and mates caused the 
loss of their ships through their 
follies. I am pleased, both from a 
financial and Ohristianlike stand- 
point, that within the last few 
weeks one of the largest of the 
Liverpool steamship companies has 
issued a circular letter to its em- 
ployees, calling attention to the 
increase in drinking among sail- 
ors and warning them that they 
must not, either on or off duty, 
imbibe, under the penalty of im- 
mediate dismissal. A few more 
letters like this and we will have a 
big reduction in the annual tribute 
to Neptune." 

Ik a hurricane blowing 80 miles 
an hour, the pressure on each square 
foot of surface is 31 i pounds. 
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WORE AMONG SEAMEN. 

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, ftc. 
At Stations on the Foreign Field. 



Sweden. 

HBL8INQBOBO. 

Mr. K. I. Bract writes on April 1: 
Oar reading room has been muoh fre- 
quented daring the last three months. I 
hope it will not be long before we shall 
have a Sailors' Home; fill then the many 
sailors who visit this place are compelled 
to stay at one of the boarding houses, 
some of which are not well disposed tow- 
ards oar meetings. Some of them are 
only well masked drinking places, and as 
sailors are obliged to visit them to get 
their meals, I think it is a wonder that so 
many of them come to our little reading 
room, especially as there has for the last 
six months been another established with 
quite an opposite object to ours in view, 
where bad novels and papers are supplied. 
The interest in the mission here is in- 
creasing. We have during the last quart* 
er had three festivities and two evening 
parties are planned, one at the Y. M 0. A. 
and one at our own room. Whether we 
are allowed to see muoh or little fruit, we 
keep to the Lord's word, "So shall my 
word be that goes forth oat of My mouth; 
tt'shall not return unto Me void." 
3 1 Religious services held, 42, average at- 
tendance of seamen, 12, of others, 5; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals. 16, on ships. 
452, in boarding houses and families, 120; 
Testaments distributed, 40, tracts, 1,150. 

STOCKHOLM. 

Mr. J. T. Hbdstrom writes on April 1: 
The past winter I have visited many 
islands and saw numbers of sailors and 
their relations gathered together every 
evening. The mission house was crowded. 
I am sure we shall see many sailors saved 
through these simple sermons and the 
private talks to them. Many of these 
seamen know now that they have next to 
the Lord the American Seamen's Friend 
Sooibtv to thank for both spiritual and 
bodily comfort Oa my mission journey 
I came to a place where I had never been 
before, and I am glad of having had the 
opportunity to make acquaintance with 
many noble sailors in that place. One 
evening they had a concert where sailors 
together with many ladies were singing. 
I 8a* many eyes filled with tears and 



many prayers were offered, and others 
stood up and praised the Lord for salva- 
tion. Among the many young seamen 
who were present I found one who seemed 
to be very intelligent. I saw at once that 
he was a Christian and I asked him where 
he had found the loving Saviour, and he 
told me in the midst of the Atlantic 
Ocean two years ago. He had been at 
Helsingborg and received a little book of 
missionary Bbbo. That book became a 
means in the hand of God to bring the 
wandering boy back. When this sailor 
heard that this missionary belonged to 
the American Seamen's Peiend Society 
both he and many others expressed their 
gratitude for what the Society is doing 
for sailors in Sweden. 

The 12th of March I was visited by a 
man whom I had visited myself some 
time ago. He had been in prison for the 
last six years but was now liberated. He 
told me the joyful news that after a long 
life in sin he had at last received mercy. 
My few words at my last visit to him 
had been the means to show him the 
Lamb on Calvary. After that he had 
prayed for days and weeks for salvation 
and now he was rejoicing in the Lord. 

In the Sailors' Home we have preached 
the gospel every Sabbath and every even- 
ing at 8 o'clock. Students from the Free 
Church College have been helping me 
during my absence from home and at 
other times. Religious services held, 96; 
average attendance of seamen, 40; tracts 
distributed, 1,100. 

8UNDSVALL. 

The Rev. B. Bbiksso* writes on April 
1: 

During the first quarter of this year I 
have been working along the coast be- 
tween Sundsvall and Gefie and the Lord 
has blessed us wonderfully, and the 
houses have been too small to hold the 
people. Those who have been saved are 
mostly young men and women, and many 
of them backsliders. It has been such a 
blessing to see them stand up and tell 
us what the Lord has done for them. In 
Soderhams and its neighborhood 225 
have found their Saviour, and in Hudisk- 
valland neighborhood 50; also two men 
fifty years of age who have been very bic- 
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ter against the Lord's people. Further 
•Jon? the coast, in Forssa. 20 have been 
saved; in Bergsjo, 20; in Yattendal, 15; 
in Gnarp, 10; in Mjosund and Svartvik. 
15; around the bay of Sundsvall, 50, and 
in the city, 120. Darin* this time I 
preached 70 times, held 49 prayer meet- 
ings, made 60 visits to sick and lodgings, 
ana traveled 500 English miles. 

GOTHXXBUB0. 

Mr. Chmstiah Nieubin writes on April 
1: 

One reason why the Gothenburg Sea* 
men's Mission overflows every winter 
with needy sailors is the habit of most 
masters of sailing vessels in the summer 
months (for the sake of getting cheap 
hands) of employing from two to four 
young boys. In this way Sweden pro- 
daces more sailors than she can employ, 
and while this is not much noticed in the 
summer, it is noticed when most of the 
sailing vessels are ice-bound. We have 
had this experience every year, but this 
year more than ever and our fund for In- 
stitute seaman has been far from large 
enough to meet the demand. In January 
I oafled a meeting of ladies and a com- 
mittee was organized to raise money for 
the Institute sailor fund, and so no needy 
sailor has been turned away without a 
meal or night's lodging when he asked. 
Bat it is also a fact that there are many 
seamen destitute because of their disso- 
lute life. For them we have oar wood- 
oellar, where they must work for a meal 
or lodjging. This wood cellar gives the 
careless sailor a wholesome lesson, and the 
professional sailor tramp has so great a 
respect for it that he never comes to our 
mission to beg. 

The number of seamen at our port has 
been large the past quarter and the gos- 
pel of Christ has been preached to them 
with seal and power. During January 
end February we htd forty-five meetings 
for seamen in various places. A wonder- 
ful blessing has rested upon these meet- 
ings. At the Sailors' Home a sailor came 
out for God. "My hope is in Christ," 
he wrote; "when the ship straok the 
rock and water began to flow in I was 
not afraid. ' Have courage, 9 cried the en- 
gineer. * Yes,' I answered, ' I have cour- 
age, my soul is saved; how isit with you?' 
He turned pale; he was not ready to go 
down with the ship. Thank God, no one 
was lost; but how sweet it is to rest in 
the arms of Jesus in such a moment." 
At one of our meetings an old sailor 



broke out in sobs and tears while I was 
speaking. " He is drunk," I heard some 
one say. At the dose of the meeting the 
old sailor arose and asked permission to 
say a few words. "I am sorry that I 
disturbed you, but I could not help it. I 
am not drunk as some of you said ; I have 
not had a drop of liquor for four days; 
but it is liquor that has ruined my life; it 
has made me a wicked sinner and a lost 
man; it was this thought that flashed 
through my mind and 1 could not hold 
back the tears." He could say no more, 
but we all realized that the conviction 
came from God. We had five minutes 
silent prayer for his salvation and God 
will hear it. 

On February 12 I had invited a few 
young converts and some who had pro- 
claimed their intention to follow Jesus 
to a private meeting. Some of them were 
to sail the next day and I felt anxious. 
But all my fear was gone when we got 
down on our knees; it was a wonderful 
experience of God's presence. I heard a 
voice saying " They are in My hand." 

At the reqaest of the secretary of the 
Y. M. 0. A., who was much interested, 
that members of the association should 
learn some of oar work, we invited the 
sailors to a gathering; at the Y. M. 0. A. 
building. Although the men of the sea 
at first aid not feel at home in this fine 
building, their spirit arose when we be- 
gan singing " Light in the darkness, sail- 
ors." I made a short address, after which 
the sailors were invited down stairs for a 
cup of coffee. It was indeed an evening 
with God long to be remembered bv the 
sailors and a heart-warming experience 
for the members of the association. A 
meeting like this they have never had 
before. The gospel preaohed without for- 
mality, without fear, is what is needed 
if we will win souls for Christ " We 
must have more such meetings," was a 
general expression of the members that 
evening. 

After a meeting on February 19 a sail- 
or who had received help from our mis- 
sion several times before asked for a tick- 
et for a night's lodging. Doubting that 
it was wise to help him any more, I re- 
fused him. He stood a moment; wanted 
to say something; but finally he left 
without saying anything. My wife, who 
was present begged me to give him the 
ticket "He has disappointed you. but 
you may do him some good, after all." I 
called him back and gave him what he 
wanted. I was a little surprised when I 
saw the mm in the reading room the 
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next morning. He was neat and clean. 
•• What is up?" I asked. " Nothing, sir." 
" Well," I said, "you look quite differ- 
ent from wbat you need to." •• I do, sir." 
be replied, "» little soap goes a great 
way. I ooly wish soap could make a man 
clean inside also; bat by the help of God 
it will be all right anyhow. I meant to 
tell yon my resolution last night, but 
when 1 was refused the ticket I thought 
that you would think that I told the story 
to get the ticket. I am thankful that 
you did give me the ticket; if I had had 
nowhere to go I should have gone where 
my resolution would have been broken." 
1 thanked God that Be had given me 
such a faithful wife to stand with me in 
the work 

Besides our work on shore we have bad 
much to do on the river visiting the ves- 
sels, inviting the men to our reading 
rooms, and having our usual noon ser- 
vices on board. After a visit to the ship 
JSverre, one of the crew came to the read- 
ing room and wanted me to help him to 
get released from the vessel, telling me a 
story of how be had been abused oy the 
captain. •' Let us take the matter before 
God," I said; "the captain has done 
wrong, but God can make his heart right 
and then you need not leave the ship." 
While 1 was praying for the captain's 
conversion God's Spirit moved the heait 
of the sailor so that he confessed that it 
was not the captain's fault at all, and the 
story he had told nas not true. " For- 



xo 



[ve me; 1 only mesnt to make trouble 
or the captain, ' he laid; " I will go on 
board and do my duty ; 1 hope you will 
forgive me." He was deeply convicted 
and 1 am praying that this conviction 
may lead to his conversion. 

Religions services held in chapel, 22, on 
shipboard, 14, in hospitals, 11, elsewhere, 
02; visits to ships, 299, to families and 
boarding bouses, 829; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 114, tracts, 5,070, loan 
libraries, 28. 



Denmark. 

COPENHAGEN. 

SiThe Rev. A. Wollesbn writes on April 
1: 

Eighty tbousard mariners annually 
visit CopeLhagen. besides a large number 
who pass to and fro on tbe Baltic and call 
in for provisions or orders. Our dear old 
Bethel mission hts brought thousands of 
these dear tailors within evangelizing in- 
fluence, but nevertheless ne come far 



short in bringing the gospel to every 
ship. 

ft will interest the readers of tbe Sail- 
ors' Magazine to know the progress of 
the Sailors' Home. Miss Atalie Rorbye, 
the president, and Miss Rachel Eallisb, 
a converted Jew. are the ladies in coarse 
and their administration of the Home has 
been widely known. The Home was 
started in 1884 in a rented apartment 
with twelve beds; through many trials 
and many prayers they were privileged to 
dedicate their own property on Novem- 
ber 16, 1898, with beds for forty men. 
The beloved brother, Niels Andersen, 
formerly a sailor, is employed as a col- 
lecting missionary, and from October I 
last captain Paul Nielsen has been sta- 
tioned in tbe Home as missionary and be 
is working with seaL On January 16 a 
nice chapel, with a piano, was dedicated, 
with seats for sixty persons, daily worship 
is held and weekly services are held on 
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday. Our 
dear brother is very active in visiting 
ships in tbe harbor and administering to 
tbe sick and dying in hospitals, for which 
be is eminently qualified by the divine 
Spirit 

In my last communication I stated the 
appointment of Rev. Niels Wienie by 
the Swedish Church Missionary Society 
to work as missionary to the Swedes iu 
Copenhagen. On February 21 be preach* 
ed his first sermon after his appointment. 
He bad preached here occasionally be- 
fore. Jn honor of this occasion our Bethel 
ship was decorated with Swedish, Danish 
aid American flags; a large audience 

Jatbered to bid him Godspeed in his ef- 
orts; in touching words he gave thanks to 
God for tbe American Seamen's Friend 
Society and the committee for the Bethel 
ship, whose efforts bad proved a blessing 
to multitudes of mariners. Tbe Rev. Mr. 
Widnib is a young, warm hearted Chris- 
tian whose labors are highly appreciated. 

Although tbe wioter has not been very 
severe, there has been comparatively little 
traffic. Many sailors have stayed on shore 
for months looking for a chance to earn 
their bread, but not succeeding tbe Bethel 
ship is a sought refuge, and the kindness 
with which we receive them makes them 
realize that we are friends in need, and 
we have been enabled to secure employ- 
ment on shore for some. I can truly say 
that this trying time for our brethren has 
proved a season cf divine blessing. 

Visits to ships as a rule are accepted 
with respect; three hundred and thirty- 
fire were made during the past quarter, 
and tracis, religious reading, gospels and 
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invitations to Christ were given to many. 
Oar reading room has sheltered men of 
different nationalities every evening; il- 
lustrated papers especially ha?e called 
their attention, bnt also instructive books 
have been read, and those who loved the 
Lord spoke one to another. Religious ser- 
Tioes in English, German and Danish have 
been held five and six times weekly. We 
kawe observed a work worthy of God. 

In the past quarter we have given one 
hundred and twenty* seven Bible bags or 
book parcels to mariners with a single 
«y« to the salvation of their souls. Testi- 
monies given and spiritual benefits deriv- 
ed from these silent preachers are very 
-encouraging. A sailor said "The more 
I meditate on my Bible, the more per* 
enaded I am that God's promises will be 
fulfilled. I get interested in them and 
exult in hope of boundless bliss." Anoth • 
er sailor said that the whole crew had 
been interested in reading the various 
books, and at times what they had read 
was made the subject of conversation. 

Ere the dep inure of our brethren 
bound for Greenland. Iceland, Farreis- 
land, (fishing for the summer), we have 
shown magic lantern pictures. Miss Ao 
ns ELurasji and her choir were present 
on one occasion and their sweet song* 

retly helped to make the lecture solemn, 
young sailor said the other day that 
tears were flowing down his cheeks and 
he was glad it was dark that no one could 
observe him, but the Lord found him 
mod he is now rejoicing; others have said 
that these meetings have been occasions 
long to be remembered; sixteen signed 
endeavor pledge and a still larger 
i pleaded 



number have pi< 



ed an interest in our 



pre vers. 
The sick and dying, whom it has been 



my privilege to visit, have, with tears of 
sorrow, confessed their former misspent 
life, and I trust under the discipline of the 
rod they ripened apace for a better world. 
The wife of a Copenhagen pilot, a truly 
pious woman, wrote that for eight years 
she had lived a happy life, but now the 
husband and father was gone astray and 
she begged au interest in our prayers. I 
now rejrioe to state that the dear hus- 
band has renounced the world and em- 
braced the hope of the gospel, the family 
altar is ereoted and joy and gladness is 
heard in the family. 

Sailors from the Faroe Islands who 
have visited our Bethel ship reported to 
their pastor our kind dealing with them, 
and the other day their pastor called at 
my residence and begged me to aooept a 
donation of ten kronen as an appreciation 
of our work. The inhabitants of Dragor 
were pleased by my visit on March 89; 
about one hundred and sixty gave atten- 
tion in the mission building at the ap- 
pointed hour; the services were solemn, 
and after the services I spoke privately 
with a number of young sailors to whom 
I distributed religions reading and twen- 
ty-five Testaments, but, as still more ap- 
plicants were present, 1 forwarded to the 
beloved pilot Foss a supply of tracts, 
gospels and Testaments for distribution. 

Religious services held in chapel, 46, 
on shipboard, 2, in hospitals, 8, else- 
where, 1; attendance of sailors at reli- 
gious services on the Sabbath, 90, others, 
50; on week-day evenings, sailors, 60, 
others, 80; religious visits to hospitals. 
85, on ships, 884. to boarding houses and 
families, 254; Bibles. Testaments and 
gospels distributed, 826, Bible bags or 
book paresis, 127, tracts and printed ser- 
mons, 4,600. 



At Forts in the United States. 



New York. 

MITT TIED. 

Mr. H. G. Fithiah writes on May 6: 
There are still several hundred men on 
the receiving-ship Vermont and the meet- 
ings are wellattended ; an average of about 
one hundred and fifty during the month, 
fully fifty requesting prayers at each eer- 
vice and many have started in the Chris- 
tian life. After-meetings have been held, 
at which time testimonies have been given 
a*d prayers offered. At one service fif- 
teen young mem spoke and several led in 



One Sunday morning we took charge 
of the regular service for chaplain Tei- 
bou who was ill. On entering the chapel 
some thirty minutes before the time tor 
service we were delighted to find nearly 
forty men reading their Bibles, and I un- 
derstood from the chaplain that it was 
not an unusual sight I wished then that 
the parents of these young men could 
have looked in the chapel ; lam sure they 
would have no fear for their boys going 
wrong. 

The U. S. training-ship Hartford was 
in port during the early part of the 
month. Chaplain Ssklb, who is sta- 
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tioned on the Hartford, was present at 
several services. Our visits to the hospi- 
tal have been seasons of refreshing to me 
and I trust have brought oheer to some of 
the men. 

Oar Hearts were made glad on the re- 
ceipt of a box of comfort bags from the 
Christian Endeavor Society of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, Bloomfield, 
N. J. We oould have used several hun- 
dred among the men who have left on 
the various ships for the far Bast. I am 
sore, oould the readers of tne Sailors' 
Magazine realize how much solid com- 
fort there is in one of these bags with 
their needles and pins, buttons and 
thread, Ac,, we would have all we need. 
Then, too, the kind letters and God's 
word have been the means, through His 
Spirit, of leading many to a knowledge 
ol Jesus as the Saviour. One woman ten 
years ago sent such a bag with a Testa- 
ment and a kind Christian letter to a man 
of the sea; he was sick and in trouble, 
gave bis heart to the Lord, stands true 
to-day, and through these years has led 
many others to toe cross. Never has 
there been a louder call to service among 
the seafaring men than to-day. Many 
are praying for an open door; the door 
is wide open; enter while you may; go 
or send. Satan is hot on the sailor lad's 
track; saloons on every hand; tempta- 
tions of every description; at every step 
men are sinking; souls are going out into 
darkness; the cry comes up from the 
deep " Help, or we perish." 



with very good attendance. The people 
down there seem to be very anxious to or- 
ganize a Port Society, but they need help 
and f omebody to take the lead. 



Georgia. 

SAVANNAH. 

Mr. H. Iveb8on writes on April 13: 
Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 150, all others, 49; 
religious meetings held in chapel. 48, 
elsewhere, 2; average attendance, 88; re- 
ligious visits to hospital*, 10, on ships, 
148; temperance meetings! 5. 

The attendance at the Bethel has not 
been very good, but our Lord has been 
with us. On January 2 the few Scandi- 
navian ladies who live here made a feast 
lor all the sailors of that nationality, and 
one hundred and twenty men were pres- 
ent, and I was happy to preach the gos- 
pel to them on suon an occasion. They 
were served with plenty of good things, 
and we all spent a very pleasant evening 
together. 1 have been in Brunswick 
twice and held meetings in the Bethel 



Alabama. 



MOBILE. 

The Rev. R. A. Mickme writes on April 
8: 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement. 14, all others, 91; 
religious services held in chapel, 9, in 
hospital, 12; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 15, of others, 
10 ; religious visits to hospital, 7, on snipe, 
218, in boarding bouses, 51; Bibles dis- 
tributed, 5 English, 8 8wedish, 1 Ger- 
man, 1 Italian; Testaments, 14 English, 
1 Spanish, 8 Italian. 2 German, 1 Swed- 
ish Testament and Psalms, and also very 
many magazines, papers and Sailors' 
Magazines, and 10 comfort bags. 

Articles of clothing, shoes and food 
were given to the needy tars; a half -rate 
railroad ticket was obtained for a crip- 
pled seaman to New Orleans. One gen- 
erous friend gave $5 00 to tne Seamen's 
Home; the Electric Light Go., through 
Mr. Rabiba, gave six lights to the obap- 
el; a coal dealer gave coal; a livery stable 
furnished a carnage to ladies for Betbel 
work; very many fine magazines were 
sent to the reading room. The Mobile 
Bible Society gave the Bibles and Testa- 
ments reported above, and the King's 
Daughters gave the comfort bags aod 
flowers. The monthly entertainment was 
good, and the surplus of delicacies was 
carried by the chaplain to the sick at the 
Marine Hospital. 



Texas. 



GALVESTON. 



The Rev. John P. Sarnie writes on 
April 5: 

Since the flood of September 8 we have 
been unable to do an efficient work on 
account of having no hall. Last month 
the new reading room (a hall 26x40) was 
opened, and we are very much pleased 
with the words of praise extended us by 
seamen visiting our new quarter. When 
fall comes and with it the so-called busy 
season of the year, we hope to get the 
work in its former condition. At present 
we have two services a week. The aver- 
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age attendance at these services Is forty, 
sod a deep spiritual movement is clearly 
manifested in the congreffatlon. Many of 
our ben workers hare left the city. 

We are fairly well supplied with read- 
ing matter, having one daily and fifteen 
weakly papers and magazines, but we 
nave no games and very few books ; neith- 
er have we an organ nor a hymn book. 
With the single exception of the Ameri- 
ca* Sunn's Fbjehd Society (God bless 
its work) there has been no contribution 
to the gospel work among the seamen in 
this city since the 8th of September, 1900. 
All other institutions, many less needy, 
and probably less worthy, have received a 
liberal support at home and from abroad. 
Why is the poor sailor forgotten? Has 
be got no friends with will and means? 
Yes, we know he has. If any reader of 
the Bailors' Mauasot should feel in- 
clined to donate some of his or her sur- 
plus bounties to the benefit of the seafar- 
ing men, please remember that there is 
no place in greater need of assistance than 
the mission at Galveston. Its present 
straggle for life means a great deal to the 
ten thousand seamen who annually visit 
this port. Galveston ought to have a 
first-class seamen's mission, but the Lord 
only knows when we will get it, if ever. 
We contemplated great things for the 
future, when the awful calamity came 
npon our city and as a matter of course 
scattered our plans to the winds. 



and teas given, 18; sailors present at 
same, 890, citizens, 1,808, total, 2,498; 
visits made to hospitals, 26; services held 
in hospitals, 24; attendance at same, 170; 
lodgiogs supplied to destitute seamen, 
488; papers distributed, 2,596, magazines, 
1,526, Bibles, Testaments and gospels, 91, 
comfort bags, 14, tracts, 1,629. 



Louisiana. 

OTEW ORLEANS. 



Mr. Jambs Shbbjurd writes on April 
2: 

In comparing our work for the past 
quarter with me corresponding periods 
of the two previous years, I flod a con- 
siderable increase in tbe number of sailors 
using the Bethel privileges. Oar Ladies' 
Auxiliary is at present famishing three 
rooms at the Bethel, so tbat we can more 
comfortably care for destitute seamen 
and furnish beds to sailors who prefer 
staying with us to living in a sailors' 
boarding bouse. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 118, all others, 822; 
visits made to ships, 286; invitations dis- 
tributed on ships, 4,184; sailors using 
reading room privileges, 8,480; letters 
written at Bethel by seamen, 681 ; services 
held at Bethel, 18; sailors in attendance, 
288, eitJsens, 280, total, 668; concerts 



Oregon. 

ASTORIA. 

The Rev. J. McOoumao writes on 
April 2: 

In consequence of almost inoessant 
storms I have but few ship services to re- 
port for last quarter. The weather it 
moderating however, and last Sunday 1 
held service on the large English ship 
Suwnhilda, with about twenty sailors in 
the forecastle. After service the carpen- 
ter, who seemed to be a very religious 
man, made a few appropriate remarks, 
telling the boys they could never walk in 
the right road till they got into it, and 
appealing to me to tell tnem that road. 
Of course 1 pointed them to Christ wbo 
is •• the way, the trutb, and the life," and 
who has said " whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in Me shall not die for ever." 
On leaving the ship, a young man jost 
going to sea for the first time came to me 
with tears in his eyes, and handing me 
the address of his sister, who lives in St. 
Paul, asked me to write to her and tell ber 
where and when I had seen him. Of course 
1 will do so, but 1 really think it is a bless- 
ed thing to have the sea and ships for 
such young men who run away from 
home lor little or no cause. 

In my last report 1 mentioned some 
ship lioraries 1 intended to have fixed up 
for ships going to Alaska. 1 have ten 
of them prepared, and two of them are 
already on board, one on the ship Prus- 
sia and the other on the Harry Morse. 
Six of them are dedicated to old friends 
of mine "away over in the promised 
land," viz. : Rev. Drs. Geary and Gab- 
neb, and the Rev. Messrs. Savers, Camp- 
bell, Dickbnsbn and Kinney, all dear, 
good Christian men. Under each of their 
names are the words " Bv which he be- 
ing dead yet speaketh." Heb. xi: 4. 

Some of the boxes are made up of the 
very choicest Christian works, and many 
of them gems of modern writers, as 
"The Sky Pilot," "Black Rock," Ac. 
On the fly leaf of each of the bound books 
are the following words: "Ship Library, 
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No. — AmuoAH Seamen's Fiiind 
Society, J. MoOoemac, Agent, Astoria, 
Oregon, 1901." 

\ I am tot thankful to the ten ladies of 
Astoria ana Warrenton who hare con- 
tributed these libraries to the Society, 
and also to Mr. Parish, the president of 
the Oregon Bible Society, who got a do- 
nation of ten English Bibles and Testa- 
ments and many Swedish, German, Nor- 
wegian, French and Italian for our libra- 
ries. I will likely give some of the libra- 
ries to ships going to Valderostiok, South 
Africa, &o., on account of the long voy- 
ages. Hoping you will not be offended 
at the liberty i take in assuming the agen- 
cy of the A mirk) aw Seamen 8 Friend 
Society without their permission* 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement; 8, all others, 47; re- 
ligious services on ships, 6, elsewhere, 7, 
average attendance of sailors at religions 
services, 12, of others, 11: religions visits 
on ships. 25. in boarding houses, 53; Bi- 
bles and Testaments distributed, about 
12, tracts) 4,749. 



Washington. 

SEATTLE. 

The Bev. G. F. West writes on April 
1: 

Number of American ships iu port 
since last statement, 98, all others. 29; 
religions services held on shipboard, 11, 
elsewhere, 9; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 18, of others, 9; 
religious visits on ships. 127, in boarding 
houses, 65; Bibles and Testaments dis- 
tributed 3, tracts, 975. 



The Planets lor June, 1901. 

Mercury will be visible at the middle 
of the month in the west, just after sun- 
set 

Vemtjb will not be well visible. 

Mars will be visible in the west in the 
early evening, but will not be conspicu- 



Uranus will be visible to the naked eye 
as a very faint star about 10° east of An* 
tares. 

Princeton. T. B. 



Jupiter will rise shortly after sunset, 
and will be oonspioous in the southeast 
and south the entire night. 

Saturk wffl be seen a little to the east 
of Jupiter. 



Sailors' Home, New York. 

190 Cherry 8treet. 

BtporUd by Oapt. H. O. AppUbi, Letts*. f+r 
tke month of 

April, 1901. 
Totalarrivalt ... SS 

m • m 

Receipts for April, 1901. 

Vermont. 
Bennington. Mrs. Anna 0. Park, in 
memory of a bright lad who ran 
away to sea •••••• $ E 60 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lowell, bequest of Edward P. Woods, 
late of Lowell, per W. H. Ander- 
son, administrator BE 00 

OomfROTXGOT. 

Black Bock, Congregational Church. 11 78 

Essex. First Congregational Church. 19 45 

Milf ord, First Congregational Church. * 00 

George A. Roberts 1 00 

Norwalk. Mrs. H. K. Selleck, of which 
$90 for library in memory of 

Henry K. Selleck 80 00 

Thomaston, First Congregational Ch. 50 
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THE EBB AND FLOW. 

How easily He turns the tides! 

Just now the yellow beach was dry, 
Just now the gaunt rocks all were bare, 

The sun beat hot and thirstily. 
Each sea-weed waved its long brown hair, 

And beat and languished as in pain 
Then, in a flashing moment's space 

The white foam-feet which spurned the sand 
Paused in their joyous outward race, 

Wheeled, wavered, turned them to the land, 
And a swift legionary band 

Poured on the waiting shores again. 

How easily He turns the tides! 

The fulness of my yesterday 
Has vanished like a rapid- dream, 

And pitiless and far away 
The cool, refreshing waters gleam ; *• 

Grim rocks of dread and doubt and pain 
Rear their dark fronts where once was sea; 

But I can smile and wait for Him 
Who turns the tides so easily, " 

Fills the spent rock-pool to its brim, 
And up from the horizonj 

Leads this brightjjjj^fn^w mqrjr^ 
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"NO MOANING OF THE BAR." ] 

Star-rise and moonlit peace; Star-set and silver sleep; 

The last " clear call " has come, The night-wind freshlier blows, 

And silver fingers on the pale brow's As thro' the pathless silence of the deep 

fleece The great ship goes. 

Beckon the Master home. t __ , MS n „ , . . . u 

" No sadness of farewell,' —but from the 

" No moaning of the bar,"— but down skies, 

the tide, Like music faint and far, 

Her worn sails filling free, One gathering shout of triumph swells 

The stately spirit-bark in fearless pride and dies. 

Stands out to sea. Beyond the morning star. 



THE SEVENTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY. 

The Annual Sermon before the American Seamen's Friend So- 
ciety was preached on April 27 in the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church 
by its pastor, the Rev. Rufus P. Johnston, D. D. This sermon, able 
and useful, may be found in this Magazine, copies of which will be 
mailed to all applicants. Send us a list of the friends to whom you 
would like a copy to be mailed. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society was held on May 5 at the Sail- 
ors' Home. It was opened with prayer by missionary Fithian and a 
sailor hymn by Mr. McLardy, a converted ship-engineer. President 
Stoddard introduced the speakers. 

The Rev. D. Stewart Dodge, D. D., said in part : 

We all of us see a good deal in the papers now and know a good deal of what is 
going on through the liberality of Mr. Carnegie. We know that he has been es- 
tablishing libraries in different parts of the country; that the permission to read 
certain books when he was a boy did an immense deal not alone in the formation of 
his character but in his plans for the future, and one of his aims was that he would 
strive as far as he could to give other men the chances that he possessed only par- 
tially. You know those libraries are going out into different parts of the country, 
and generally speaking to large cities and towns. A great many of them are to be 
distributed here in New York, and so in places where people are not entirely de- 
pendent upon libraries for their information. They have newspapers, they have 
other books, they have various means of entertainment 

Sailors have no newspapers day by day. They have no churches, no means of en- 
tertainment, no groat circle of friends. They are shut up in a small space, for even 
the best of our ships give mean accommodations, generally speaking, to sailors, and 
those who know anything about ships know what the forecastle is — a desperate 
place for men to be; nothing to entertain them, nobody to care for them. They 
tell yarns to each other to while away their loneliness. They are lonely and desti- 
tute, and sometimes characters are in those forecastles that ought to be in the peni- 
tentiary. And when they get hold of those floating libraries, they are surrounded 
with friends then, and have means of entertainment, information, instruction. It 
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gives them a fresh lease of life. It fills them with new and better thoughts. It puri- 
fies and elevates them. And so it seems to me that if this Society did nothing else 
than just to send out these floating libraries they would be doing a noble work. 

It is often stated that sailors are an indispensable agency in our civilization. Now 
we know that the oceans are only becoming the pathways between countries. They 
are the means of bringing one nation to another, and that by our modern appliances 
we get to each other very quickly. But without the men to navigate, without the 
men to sail, what good would they be to us? We owe to the sailor this very means 
of communication, and therefore society cannot do too much for him. 

But the sailor when he gets on shore is the most helpless and the most hopeless 
man in the world. With his free and open nature, with his long seclusion from 
people, when he gets on shore his heart is always open, he has money in his pocket, 
he is glad to meet anybody, and you know and I know how many people there are 
who are very glad to meet him, because they feel they can get what is in his pocket, 
and the temptations that men are exposed to who come from the sea are simply ap- 
palling. So it seems to me that this Society who has charge of this organization, 
for the work it is doing for seamen when they get ashore, has claims that other 
organizations do not have. It takes care of a special class, it gives them special 
attention, and it has been doing it for years. And men all over the world may look 
back to this organization and see what it has done for them, bodily, spiritually and 
mentally, here and in the agencies of this Society in other parts of the world. I 
remember long ago out in Honolulu, seeing the good old Father Damon, who used 
to take such good care of seamen, and his life was a noble example for other men. 

And so, many different parts of the world are reached by this organization, which 
is always doing something for the spiritual and bodily welfare of the sailor. It is a 
noble effort; it is one that belongs to Christian civilization. It is an outburst, I was 
going to say, of the true Christian feeling, and it is doing Christ's work to those 
who have special claim. 

I congratulate the Society upon what it has been doing this past year, and I 
think we ought as well to congratulate the organization also in its having for so 
many years our honored friend, Dr. Stitt, as its chief administrator, who has been 
so active in promoting its caiue, and representing it so faithfully and well. 

„ Chaplain S. D. Boorom, U. S. N., said in part : 

I have come here this afternoon to manifest an interest which I feel real, deep 
down in my soul in the work this Society is doing. I have seen this Society all 
around the world. I have oftentimes welcomed their representatives on board ship, 
and have always found them useful. Those of you who do not know the sea cannot 
imagine how very anxious we are after having been on the sea three or four months 
to welcome a person, especially the representative of this Society, on board our 
ships, bringing new cheer, the news of the day, the daily press perhaps, and period- 
icals of all descriptions and sorts, and frequently kindly offering to give the ship's 
company a divine service. I remember only recently while coasting on the west 
coast of South America, we had entered the port of Valparaiso. The first person to 
come on board was a representative of this Society, the Rev. Mr. Thompson. 

Were it not for the merchant service, really there would be very little use for a 
navy, and I have noticed for many years those people who have argued before Con- 
gress in favor of a navy, have based their arguments upon its relation and its use 
to the merchant service, which they hope themselves soon to revive. Primarily naval 
vessels are the police of the sea, enforcing the law of nations, treaty rights, protect- 
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tag especially the merchant service; that is its chief function in the economy of the 
world. So you see, probably, were it not for the merchant service, to which this 
Society administers largely in all parts of the world, our navy need hardly exist. 
Then it helps the navy of the United States in another way. More than half our 
navy in the Civil War were born sailors — brawny men, who could endure a great 
deal with the very smallest amount of sleep and food. 

I remember a case of a lieutenant commander who was sent to command a gun- 
boat. He found on board his gun-boat only one seaman, all the rest being inex- 
perienced. To him the captain said; " You are the only man to whom I can look; 
if you go away there is no one to take your place," and he persuaded him to remain. 

It is important that while this Society shall be a protector of the merchant ser- 
vice all around the world, that the same good, Christian, work should go on in what 
we may call the " military navy," and, thank God, your Society directly helps the 
military navy. I am very glad personally, as one of the chaplains of the Navy Yard, 
to welcome this Society and its representatives, and I assure you that they are do- 
ing in the Navy Yard a good work and an exceedingly helpful one. We are destined 
in the course of the near future to have an immense merchant service to carry our 
products to foreign countries. And we are endeavoring to multiply sailors directly 
for the navy. 

This Society administers largely throughout the world to the merchant marine, 
and this navy of the United States does incidentally the same thing. In any part 
of the world the chaplains of our ships are liable to be called on to go on board 
merchant ships and visit the sick and to bury the dead. The surgeons of our ships 
are called upon to heal the sick and to give directions to those in good health. 

On Sunday morning, the officer may be Roman Catholic, Protestant, he may be 
a heathen, infidel or half -believer, he is required by law to haul down the national 
colors and hoist over the flag the Church pennant which the sailor in the American 
navy has learned to call " the pennant of the Almighty God." And the pennant of 
the Almighty God is the only thing that floats above the Stars and Stripes, teach- 
ing everywhere that this nation believes in the ever living and true God. 

The Eev. H. P. Dewey, D.D., said in part : 

I am very sure that we cannot over-estimate the importance of the work of the 
American Seamen's Friend Society. I think we are inclined in our churches to rel- 
egate it to a secondary place, and yet it seems to me that in these days we must see 
that it is coming to the fore very decidedly. When we read about seven-masted schoon- 
ers, great combinations of ocean steamships, we realize how the traffic of the sea is 
increasing, not only in the carrying of material commodities but in the carrying of 
human freight. And certainly this is not merely a missionary work that we are 
engaged in. It is more particularly a prudential work, it is a work for ourselves. I 
think it was President McKinley, who, as he alighted from a train, having reached 
his destination and walking down the platform, took from his button-hole a flower 
and gave it to the engineer. And I am sure when one steps upon the wharf after 
having taken a voyage across the sea, especially if that voyage has been eventful 
enough to give him long nights and days of suspense, he is profoundly grateful to 
all the men, from the captain on the bridge down to the stoker in the hold, who 
have been the means of carrying him safely through. 

And then also, we must realize, I think, that in this time, when the business of 
those who go out into the sea in ships is increasing so largely and when our inter- 
ests of the material sort and our lives themselves are being committed to the men 
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•f the ocean, I think we must realize how important it is that the trustees of oof 
welfare should be men who are reliable. 

As I was coming oyer here to-day I saw in the ferry station an advertisement for 
the IT. S. Army and it said this: "Wanted, able-bodied men of good character/ 
The emphasis was on the character. 

A few days ago,[I had a conversation with a young man recently graduated from 
college, who said to me in considerable trouble of spirit, that he had just resigned 
his position, which was a very lucrative one, because he had discovered that in car* 
rying it on he must give or receive commissions. In other words, take or give the 
bribe which is so current in the business world to-day, in order to do his work. It 
offended his conscience and he couldn't do it, though he would lose his position and 
also a lucrative salary. I tried to tell him that in the long run it would pay, and 
only the other day I had my words confirmed by the testimony of a business man 
of large interests, who told me that the thing business men were looking for in their 
employ was integrity. 

Now there are men of prayer, noble men, on the sea. Multitudes of them. But 
I remember an instance a few years ago, a heavy storm off Newfoundland, when 
some sailors who bore the name of France disgraced that name, and in their selfish 
desire to save themselves were brutal to the passengers who were placed in their 
charge. Now it simply means this— that in these great tests of character which 
come to men upon the ocean, the only man who is the real man, and who can be 
depended upon anywhere, and always to be the man, is the one who is inoculated 
with the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

I think we are to feel that the seed sown in the sailor's soul is seed sown in a very 
fruitful soil. I make allowance for all the statement as to the hardships of the sea 
and all the dulling things of its life upon the spirit of man. Notwithstanding all 
that, I remember that the sailor is said to be very superstitious. And what is super- 
stition? Is it only another name for religiousness? Isn't it simply faith unr ea li sed? 
The ordinary life of the sailor is one calculated to stir the worship in his soul. If you 
remember, a great French artist once demanded that he be lashed to a mast in the 
midst of a storm, so that he might see the sublimity of the sea. Its loneliness, its 
mysteriousness, its unfathomable depth, its peril, its dangers, all unite to appeal to 
the religiousness of the man, though I hardly think that can be a lesson to the 
sailor, who doesn't seem to feel all that, he hardly knows what it is that moves him* 
As John Randolph said when he stayed on the shore one time, turning to his negro 
slave, " Pompey, if there is any man tells you there is no God, tell him that John 
Randolph says he lies." 

I think it would be worth while to labor a lifetime if we can only be sure that we 
have brought one man into the kingdom of God ; that we have put one man on ship- 
board where he could by his character be in himself a commentary on God's power 
to his mates; that we have sent one man into the various parts of the world wha 
has borne witness to the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

And there are a few lines I would like to read which seem to me expressive of the 
work and the spirit of this Society, and as a kind of motto sailors would do well t* 
keep with them: 

Like ships upon the sea that meet, 
And stop, and hall, and kindly greet, 
And part again, and go their way, 
So meet me with a frien ily clasp, 

A word, a look, a little stay; 
And then, soon comes the parting grasp, 
And each one goes his chosen way. 
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But though perhaps we soon forget 
The faces on our journey met, 

An influence each leaves on each 
For good or ill; 

A something, that no words can teach 
Nor time can kill. 

And thus from day to day we live, 

From others take, to others give; 
Each forms a part of one great whole, 

So live that they who meet with thee 

May better, truer, nobler be; 
Influencing into every soul 

Thy own Christlike divinity 

That I think is the spirit and purpose of this blessed Society. 

The Rev. Walter Laidlaw, Ph. D., said in part : 

I have never forgotten the impression that the stars made upon myself the first 
night I was at sea, and there is almost an enviable privilege in the position of the 
sailor in having that great chart of sky above him so that he may worship in the 
temple whose dome is the sky, whose choir is winds and waves, and whose organ is 
thunder. I think possibly that had the writer of the hymn that we are all very fond 
of been more at sea, he wouldn't have told us of the " widenessof God's meroy, like 
the wideness of the sea." He would have told us what David could have told him, 
that there is a wideness in God's mercy like the the wideness of the sky that bends 
above the sailor, for as far as the east is from the west, as far as the heaven is from 
the earth, is the measuring rule, and not the sea, of the mercy of the living God. 
I have been amazed at the variety of services that this Society has rendered, the 
wideness of the many countries to which they extend. 

' I was looking over some publications in connection with the last census of this 
country and I find that in the last ten years, 1890 to 1900, very near $60,000,000 
has been devoted in this country to shipbuilding plants. Not wooden ships, but 
large ocean steamers. This shows the advance this nation is making. Within the 
last decade we have become an exporting nation and we are now building our own 
snipe to carry these exports. 

Now I feel that the American Seamen's Friend Society shares in this. We have 
all on land begun to take better care of our men in industry. The National Cash 
Register and many other concerns are caring for their men, realizing that it is the 
man and not the machine that makes the machine work. All these attentions on 
land to the development of the man's individuality in connection with machinery 
is going to increase the attention to the sailor and his lot. We are not going to be 
content with that half-truth, " It is the man behind the gun who makes it move." We 
are going to say the other half, " It is the man within the ship who makes the ship." 

I often wonder in the course of my work just what Jesus would do, just what 
Jesus would say, in the midst of the wonderful industrial civilization in the midst 
of which we live. I am not struck at all as I read the Gospel with the narrowness 
of His view. I am amazed by the breadth of it. The intellectual qualities of 
Jesus have recently become to my mind nothing less than amazing and the reach 
of His intellect in seeing into the questions and situations of His day, and if He 
didn't include the sailor in that exhortation to minister to the hungry, naked and 
sick, prisoner and stranger, it by no means follows that He wouldn't specifically 
be interested in such work as this Society is doing. One thing I am sure of, sure of 
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ijrom the blessing which God has already given in the three-quarters of a century of 
the history of this Society, that it is a work which receives His interest, and that . 
so long, as the Almighty is pleased with worship, Christ will be with it, to care for 
it, to continue it, to increase it and to watch over it until He comes. 

After a few remarks by Capt. Dollar in appreciation of the Sailors' 
Snug Harbor, to which he has retired in his old age, the Society ad- 
journed. 



SUMMARY OF SEVENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

The reports of national and local societies for work among seamen the world 
over fpr many years show remarkable work done on inadequate incomes* The cry 
is constant for more money. To be sure, we know of no missions closed fpr lack of 
means, but many are pinched, salaries are cut down and new buildings and equips 
ments are postponed to the better days which do not seem to come. The conditions 
in these missions call for self-denial on the part of the missionaries, and fpr a patient, 
waiting faith, and they respond to the call for Christ's sake. They look fpr the 
day when all churches will feel their responsibility for the souls of seamen as some 
do ; when all citizens of commercial nations will realize their debt to commerce and 
to the seamen on whom it depends, and will do what is needed to alleviate their con- 
dition, both moral and physical ; when shipowners and shipmasters will combine to 
secure friendly relations with sailors by dealing with them as they would be dealt 
by, having in mind the value of ships and cargoes committed to their charge, and 
t he inherent dignity of their calling, when viewed aright. 

These missionaries know that denominations are often called on to confine their 
gifts to their own causes; that a thousand and one charities are invading and even 
worrying the pockets of givers; that the fashions in giving have changed, so that 
it is now the fashion to endow colleges, scientific and industrial schools, art galleries, 
And to make vast municipal improvements; that somehow sailors and sailor work 
.are far beyond the horizon even of men and women who want to see opportunities 
of using their means in a benevolent way; all this they know; but they also know 
that they champion a cause that has had God's blessing for more than a hundred 
years ; that has had its self-denying saints to suffer for it, its eloquent tongues to 
plead for it, and a constituency that was worthy of its high ends and great achieve- 
ments — a cause as. precious now as ever, more needed now than ever, as commerce 
increases and sailors multiply. 

Therefore, these missionaries and the societies that aid them must dream of a 

good time coming when the money will flow in in adequate sums, all men will feel 

that sailors are doing hard and heroic work for the common weal, and that seamen's 

chaplains are as really missionaries of the churches as if they were sent out by home 

and foreign boards of their respective denominations. 

The Amebic an Seamen's Friend Society dreams this dream. It seems impossi- 
ble that the work in which it has spent so much consecrated money, and for which 
-so many earnest prayers have been offered and self-denying efforts put forth, should 
be permanently hampered for money. To enlarge its funds is to increase the stipend 
•of men who find it too small in ports where supplementary aid must be less than 
-sufficient; and to enable it to respond to requests for new missions. The wonder is 
lhat so much has been done with so little money. In a business way this has been 
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accomplished by this Sooiety in general helping only those missions that secure loosJ 
aid, and this plan is sore to be a blessing to the local helpers as well as the locality 
helped, and largely tends to make missions permanent. Then to the truly converted 
chaplain self-denial is a part of his Christian equipment, and he persists in holding 
on "even when worldly comforts vanish from his field of vision. 

Let the following report not only arouse feeling but induce action. Let it lead to 
legacies in the will, to annual collections in churches and gifts of individuals. Some 
may prefer to let their money go to the loan library work, some to the shipwrecked 
and destitute fund, and some to the chaplaincy work; each of them is important, 
but the chaplaincy work is the most important. This Society now finishes its sev- 
enty-fourth year. May its seventy-fifth anniversary find the tide turned and its cof- 
fers full! 

Missionary Wore. Our chaplains and missionaries have labored in Denmark 
and Sweden; at Hamburg, Antwerp, Genoa and Naples; in the Madeira Islands; at 
Bombay and Karachi, India; at Yokohama, Nagasaki and Kobe, Japan; Valparaiso, 
Chile; Buenos Ayres and Bosario, Argentine Republic; Montevideo, Uruguay; Ma- 
nila, P. L ; in Gloucester, Mass., in New York City, Brooklyn Navy Yard, Norfolk, 
Wilmington, Charleston, Savannah, Galveston, Mobile, Pensacola, New Orleans; in 
Astoria and Portland, Oregon, in Seattle, Tacoma and Port Townsend, Washing- 
ton. 

Loan Library Work. During the year ending March 81, 1903, the Society has 
sent out two hundred and ninety-two loan libraries, of which ninety were new, and 
two hundred and two were refitted and reshipped. The total number of volumes in 
these libraries is 12,556, and of new volumes 8,870, available during the year tt> 
8,429 seamen. The whole number of new libraries sent out is 10,902 and the reship- 
ments of the same, 13,071, making in the aggregate, 28,973. The number of vol- 
umes in these libraries, 590,682, has been accessible by first shipment and reship- 
ment to 419,158 men. The number of libraries placed on United States naval vessels 
and in the United States hospitals up to date is 1,069, containing 89,949 volumes, 
and these have been accessible to 125,313 men. In the stations of the United States 
Life Saving Service are 161 libraries containing 6,298 volumes, accessible to 1,315 
Keepers and Surf men. 

The Nbw York Sailors' Home at 190 Cherry Street has had during the sixty 
years of its existence 127,845 boarders, and during the past year 780. The Home is 
the property of the Society, and its lessee is Capt. H. O. Appleby. A chaplain sta- 
tioned in the Home opens its pleasant chapel for frequent services of a moral and 
religious character, and maintains family worship daily. Occasional social enter- 
tainments with music and song take place in the chapel. It is the desire of the Board 
not only to make the Home a refuge from the tempters and temptations which be- 
siege sailors ashore, but also to make it a means of grace to all its inmates. 

Shipwrecked and Destitute. At the Society's Rooms and at the Sailors' Home 
there has been expended during the past year for the relief of shipwrecked and 
destitute seamen, $888.58. 

Publications. During the past year the Society has published 55,500 copies of 
the Sailors' Magazine, 120,000 copies of the Life Boat for Sunday Schools, and 
20,000 copies of the Seamen's Friend. It has printed 1,000 copies of its Seventy- 
third Annual Report, and many tracts and leaflets bearing on its work. It has sent 
•ut 860 copies of the Seamen's Manual of Worship, which is now in its ninth edition- 
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U. S. Natal Academy, Ankapolis. The twenty-eighth annual presentation of. 
books to the graduates of the Naval Academy took place on Sunday, May 19, 1901* 
In a class of sixty-seven men, all chose the Bible. 

Special Grants. According to established custom, the Society has responded 
favorably to applications for help from auxiliary societies needing our assistance. 

Life Members. Four persons have been made Life Members during the past 
year. 

Finances. During the year ending March 81, 1903, the receipts from legacies* 
were $11,284.02; for loan libraries, $2,661.85; a contribution to the endowment fund 
for books to be presented to graduates of the Annapolis Naval Academy, $1,000 * r 
from donations, Magazine subscriptions and other sources of income, $18,484.58, 
total, $88,879.95. The disbursements for missionary work, aid to shipwrecked and 
destitute seamen, publications, loan libraries and general expenses, etc., amounted 
to $84,817.92. 

Acknowledgments. Thanks are offered to the American Bible Society for gen* 
erous grants of the Holy Scriptures; to the American Tract Society, the Methodist 
Book Concern, and other publishing houses in this and other cities, which have 
furnished books for our libraries at reduced rates; to Harper & Brothers and others- 
who have loaned us cuts for our publications; and to Prof. W. M. Reed, of Prince* 
ton University, for a monthly statement of the position of the planets for the Sail* 
ors' Magazine. The leading hospitals in this city have gratuitously treated the 
sick seamen we have sent them. Various Railroad, Steamboat and Ocean Steamship 
Companies have kindly responded when asked to assist in transporting disabled sea* 
men to their homes. The White Star Steamship Company and the International 
Navigation Company have appropriated to the Society a portion of the collections 
at the concerts given in the saloons of their ships, and a few collections have been 
sent by other steamship lines. As the American Seamen's Friend Society retains- 
but one-fourth and divides three-fourths of the concert-moneys between three other 
worthy sailor charities, it is desirable that other steamship lines should follow the 
example of the White Star and the International, and that passengers should con* 
tribute more largely at the concerts. 

Obituary. Horace Gray became a trustee of this Society on May 9, 1870, and 
resigned on December 26, 1894, He died on July 18, 1901, in his eighty-first year. 
For nearly twenty-fi vevyears he gave assiduous and valuable services as a trustee* 
and vice-president of the Board. He leaves to his kindred and friends a name synon- 
ymous with honor, integrity and charity. 



EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 



The Presbyterian of Philadelphia writes as follows of the Rev* 
Henry F. Lee : 

No preacher of our city has a more far-reaching congregation than the Rev. Henry 
F. Lee, pastor of the Mariners' Church, and no man is more thoroughly devoted to* 
his important work. For years this noble man of God has faced discouragements 
that would have driven many from the field, in order that he might have at least 
one place of safety along our long stretch of wharves for his beloved sailors. They 
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oome to him from every clime, they listen to his preaching, they go away with hi? 
blessed messages of cheer and oomf ort, and their lives are made oleaner because of 
his touch upon them. He is often rejoiced by receiving letters from every postal 
country of the earth, in which his sailor lads tell him of their struggles and tempta- 
tions and of their deep appreciation of all his efforts in their behalf ; 21,611 sailors 
visited the reading room last year; 1,640 letters were written, and 1,070 were re- 
ceived. At the Christmas festival 281 seamen were present, and each one received 
a valuable and useful gift. During the year 59,680 tracts and papers were distrib- 
uted, 8,500 books and magazines, 240 Bibles and Testaments, 15,000 copies of 
*f Good News for Sea and Land," and 10,000 invitation cards. In view of all these 
facts it is not surprising that seamen love their old church, for nearly a century 
their light-house in the rough storms of life, and their refuge in distress. It is a 
pity that this noble enterprise is so seriously handicapped by lack of means. We 
know of few places more worthy of the favorable consideration of those whom. God 
has blessed with material prosperity. 

The Sailors' Magazine endorses these words and calls attention 
to the fact that it is a very common experience for missionaries to sea- 
men to be applauded for their work and to be hampered for money to 
sustain it ; and this occurs in rich ports as well as poor ones. 



Chaplain Edward Makeham of Kobe, Japan, suggests that chaplains 
in New York, Philadelphia, &c, send to him the names of sailors voy- 
aging to Kobe who have come under their influence. Some chaplains 
are forward to do this, and it ought to be the general custom. Follow 
men up not only with letters, but also through the agency of other 
chaplains. 

"Our Naval Apprentice " is the title of a monthly magazine pub- 
lished for apprentices and enlisted men of the U. S. Navy, at tha 
Naval Training Station, Newport, R. I. It is edited by F. J. Buenzle, 
Chief Yeoman, U. S. N., who contributed to the Sailors' Magazine 
in 1898 a capital article, giving the best advice to naval apprentices. 
46 Our Naval Apprentice " contains interesting reading for the navy 
boys, and excellent letters written by themselves for its pages. It is 
well edited and makes a handsome appearance. 



You are going abroad ? A lady writes " I feel that I cannot go 
across the sea without giving my mite for the good work being done 
by your Society for the sailors." Do you feel as she did ?. A minister 
wrote last year "lam going abroad and feel that I must try to do some 
good to the seamen on the vessel." Do you feel as he did ? You are 
going abroad ; why not combine your influence with that of others in 
securing at the steamship concerts a portion of the contributions for 
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this Society and others on this side of the sea ? You are going abroad; 
come hack penitent for forgetting sailors, and determined hereafter to 
think of them, pray for them and give an annual contribution to this 
Society. ^_ 

The Naval Academy. On April 20. the Secretary preached in the 
Naval Academy and presented Bibles to the First Class, each of its 
fifty ^nine members preferring the Bible to any other book. The whole 
corps and a large number of. visitors witnessed the ceremony. The 
Y. M. C. A. in the afternoon had a goodly attendance. At this meet- 
ing the cadets usually speak themselves on a selected topic, and en- 
courage each other in the Christian life, but at the annual visit of the 
Secretary of this Society give him a large share of the time. Chaplain 
Clark has reason to be and he is thankful for the opportunity of use- 
fulness among the young men who are to be the future officers of our 
Navy. 

In 1828 the Rev. C. P. Mcllvaine (subsequently the bishop of Ohio) 

became the first Secretary of this Society and served as such for four 

or fiye years. From 1825 to 1827 he was chaplain at the West Point 

Academy. His success there may be largely attributed to his special 

themes, which were, as Bishop Bedell wrote, "the ruin of our nature 

by sin, and the atonement, — the vicarious sacrifice of Christ," which, 

he adds, "made his preaching very like that of St. Paul." And this, 

be it remembered, in a military institution, where his professorship of 

ethics did not tempt him to displace the gospel for ethics alone in his 

chapel ministrations. He was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 

and the Spirit of God uses only gospel truth to change human hearts. 

The following shows what a chaplain may be and may do : 

; • 

He accepted the appointment because West Point then had an unsavory reputa- 
tion. There was not a Christian among officers and cadets. Many of them were 
skeptics, and the others were coolly indifferent to religion. He was received as gen- 
tlemen receive a gentleman, but no one showed any sympathy with him as a clergy- 
man. For months his preaching seemed as words spoken in the air. 

One day he was dining with a company at the house of an officer. A lieutenant, 
a scoffer, hurled a bitter sneer at clergymen. The chaplain left the table. The offi- 
cers threatened to send the lieutenant to " Coventry " if he did not apologize. He 
called and asked the chaplain's pardon. 

The chaplain, seeing in such incidents evidence that the chronic indifference was 
giving way to opposition, persevered. But opposition was all the encouragement 
he received during the year. 

But one Saturday, the only day cadets were allowed to visit an officer without 
special permission, one of the most popular of the cadets knocked at the chaplain's 
door. He wished to begin the Christian life then and there, and asked for counsel. 
In a day or two another cadet called on a similar errand; then another and an- 
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other. Then several officers came. A meeting for prayer was appointed twice a 
week. It was the first public prayer meeting held at West Point. Officers and ca- 
dets crowded in, though all who came professed thereby to begin a religious life* 
At first it required as much courage to enter that room as it did to lead a forlorn 
hope. 

A solemnity pervaded the academy during the remaining two years that the de- 
voted clergyman served as chaplain. Half the corps became Christian men. Sev- 
eral of them, leaving the army, were promoted to the ministry. Many of those who 
entered the army rose to eminence. They adorned their profession and the Chris- 
tian religion. 

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of a box of papers from Mrs. 
L. B. Marsh, of Burrville, (Jonn.; a box of magazines and papers from 
Mrs. Chas. Felter Hawes, of Tarrytown, N. Y.; a package of papers 
from Nathaniel M. Terry, and thirty comfort bags from Mrs. Elbert 
B. Monroe, of New York City. 



Loan Libraries. The master of the schooner Jonathan Sawyer 
writes of No. 7,138 : 

It has been on board all of six years, and the books have been read by many and 
all seem to like them and can have them when they wish. 

The master of the schooner JEvadne writes of No. 9,087 : 

Put on board this vessel in June of last year it was carried to Nova Scotia, thence 
to France, returning to Brunswick, Ga., via Barbados, again across the ocean to 
Teneriffe and returned to the United States via Barbados and Cuba. It was read 
with interest (by those of the vessel's company who could read. Unfortunately 
some members of the crew were unable to enjoy what the kindness of the Society 
provided. Thanking you for the attention shown in providing these libraries both 
past and present. 

• The'master of the schooner McClure writes of Nos. 9,288 and 10,709 : 

I wish to thank the Society for library No. 9,288, received on board schooner 
McClure November last, which 1 sent home by the schooner Maria Louise, having 
received in its stead at San Domingo No. 10.709 from the wrecked schooner Cavalier, 
whose captain preserved and kindly sent it home in my care. Our library has been 
read both by crew and myself and very much appreciated by all on board, and we 
enclose our sincere thanks to the donors. 

The master of the schooner Abbie and Eva Harper writes of No. 
10,665: 

The crew and myself have greatly enjoyed reading the books and are very grate- 
ful to you for providing us with such a good way of spending our idle hours. 

The master of the barkentine Sunny South writes of No. 10,730: 
I am sorry to say some of the books were missing. Some of them I found since 
leaving New York, they having been mislaid by the crew. Many thanks for the 
library which you put on board the vessel while I was in New York. We find a lot 
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of nice, good and interesting books in it. My wife sails with me in the vessel and 
joins me in returning thanks to you for your kindness, and when we return to New 
York will do all in our power to assist the Society. 

The master of the bark Grenada writes of No. 10,832 : 
I have read the "Sky Pilot" and found it a very good book out of the ship's li- 
brary, and I have been with a good many libraries on board ships. 



CAEEST THOU NOT THAT WE PERISH ? 
Markiv: 88. 

THE ANNUAL SERMON 

BY THE 

Rev. RFPUS P. JOHNSTON, D.D., 

IN THE FIFTH AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH, APRIL 27, 1902, 

The love of Jesus Christ held the world in its arms. Nothing less 
than a world vision thrilled His soul and inspired His ministrations. 
No portion of the race lay beyond the circle of His sympathy and 
faith. He was the cheeriest of optimists and man was His brother. 
In His gracious purposes there were no foreigners. And one of the 
most beneficent results of His vision and teaching has been the de- 
velopment of the sense of race solidarity, the begetting of the spirit 
and sympathy of human brotherhood, the realization of humanity as 
a fact in the world. More and more closely are the bonds of unity 
being knit, and more and more sensitive becomes the whole to the 
hurt of any of its parts. In a profoundly significant sense the thought- 
ful Christian repeats the motto of Terence, " I am a man ; therefore 
nothing human is alien to me." And the sullen, self -excusing ques- 
tion of Cain is finding a cheerful answer in the affirmative. Our social 
philosophy unhesitatingly declares that we are our brother's keeper. 

But unfortunately practice never quite levels up with philosophy. 
Theories are always in advance of achievement. Ideals have trouble 
in getting themselves perfectly embodied. Sentiment is not always 
ficeptered with practical authority. The struggle is and has ever been 
to do as well as we know, to translate our ideals into actualities. Be- 
cause, therefore, of this painful discrepancy between theory and prac- 
tice, there yet remain crying needs unattended, wrongs unrighted, 
hurts unhealed, and sobs unhushed. And to remove this discrepancy 
in the matter of our relation to the men of the sea, the Society under 
whose auspices we meet to-day came into existence. 

Nearly nineteen hundred years ago the cry recorded in the words 
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of the text rang out over the wild waters of the Galileean Sea. It wag 
a night of storm and stress. Death walked upon the angry waves and 
laughed in the howling winds. And this cry was the desperate human 
challenge to the sympathy and power of the Son of God. It was the 
sailors' way of testing the sincerity of His profession. He accepted 
the challenge, responded to the cry, met the need, and in that hour 
wrote Himself down not only as the Son of God, but as the Son of Man, 
our divinely human brother. 

This feeble cry from the crew of the little boat upon the mimic sea 
has swollen into the chorus of millions and comes to us to-day borne 
upon the winds that sweep over the wide reaches of every sea. It is 
the challenge of the seamen of the twentieth century to the myriad 
followers of the Nazarene. It is a call to the brotherhood of man, a 
hand stretched out from the sea to find a brother's hand on shore. The 
need that voices itself in this cry is not less but rather more urgent 
and real than that which the Galileean seamen pressed upon the Son 
of God. They were confronted by the danger of shipwreck only. 
These modern seamen face not only the toils and hardships of long 
voyages, not only the deadening monotony of calms and the turbulent 
stress of storms, but they face injustice and cruelty upon the sea, neg- 
lect, temptations, robbery and degradation worse than death upon the 
shore. Not only are their lives, their wages, their manhood exposed 
to danger, but their very souls are in direct jeopardy. 

"And sadder sight than eye can know, • 

Than proud bark lost or seaman's woe, 
Than battle-fire or tempest-cloud, 
Than prey-birds' shriek or ocean shroud, 
The shipwreck of the soul." 

The sea in the larger sense played an inconspicuous part in the life 
of Christ. So far as we know He never embarked upon it, He never 
crossed its stormy reaches. He only heard the thunder of its waves 
as they beat upon the shore. His experience was confined to the sea 
of Galilee, a diminutive sheet of water which can be swept with one 
glance of the eye. But man played a large part in His history and in- 
terest. And our purpose at this hour is not to emphasize the sea ; that 
would be impossible even were it not useless. It sings its ceaseless songs 
to all generations. It lulls the continents in its caressing arms and rocks 
them with the thunders of its waves. Our interest, therefore, is not 
with the sea, but with the men of the sea. 

What a great host they constitute ! Conservative estimates place 
their number at about three millions; each one by the nature of his 
calling an able-bodied man. Thus the sea musters a standing army 
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larger than that of any nation. These men who go down to the sea in 
ships are not essentially different from other men. They are neither 
angels nor demons. They are but our brethren, grown reckless and 
daring often by continual exposure to hardships and dangers; grown 
rough and hard often by exposure to cruelty and injustice ; grown intel- 
lectually listless and apathetic often because of the grinding monotony 
of their toil and the utter absence of inspiration ; grown profane and 
immoral often under the influence of evil associates, unwholesome 
environment, and the myriad temptations which beset them; but 
withal often developing a noble courage, a generous sympathy, and * 
beautiful spirit of self-sacrifice. The sailor is neither less nor mote 
than man. He has human motives, human affections and an immor- 
tal soul. He is neither better nor worse than other men would be 
under the same conditions ; nay, than others are even under different 
conditions. These men are our brothers gpne to sea ; that is all ; but 
our brothers still, and still within the bounds of brotherly privileges 
and obligations. They are our brothers still and we are still our broth- 
er's keeper. 

Think for a moment of the commanding r61e played by seamen in 
the great drama of history, and of the essential functions performed 
by them in the economy and progress of civilization. Whether in times 
of conflict requiring marshal valor and unflinching courage, or in the 
"weak piping times of peace " when toil and patience have no stim- 
ulus but the sense of devotion to duty, they have seldom been found 
wanting. On the battle-ship belching forth flaming death, on the 
palatial passenger steamer with its burden of careless humanity, on the 
tramp drifting from port to port, on the slow uncertain sailboat buf- 
f etted by storms and becalmed in windless seas, on decks scorched by 
the furnace heat of the tropics or swept by the hail and snow of the 
northern seas, in storm or sunshine they have responded to the call of 
duty, have played nobly their part and have enriched civilization with 
their blood-bought contributions. Think of the heroic chapters they 
have written in the annals of the race. They have added lustre to the 
courage of arms, to the nobility of toil, to the heroism of sacrifice, to 
the glory of conquest. What deeds of discovery and exploration have 
they not wrought ? What battles for freedom and humanity have they 
not fought ? What colonies have they not assisted in planting ? They 
have enriched science and art. They have fostered commerce and 
learning. They have woven the bonds of international friendship and 
have laid at our feet the wealth of all the world. The history of mod- 
ern times would have been impossible without them and modern civil- 
ization and luxury could not exist but for their large and necessary 
contribution. 
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Imagine for a moment that all the ships should disappear, that all 
the sailors should cease to go to sea. What revolutions would have to 
be wrought in our customs, what pleasures, luxuries and necessities 
would be denied us and what a mighty relapse would civilization suf- 
fer! 

Notwithstanding the vast and admitted contribution of these men to 
human welfare and progress, who thinks of them or their needs ? Who 
prays for them in their stress and danger ? Who strives to alleviate 
their hardships and sufferings, to right their wrongs and cheer them 
with tokens of sympathy and friendship ? There is not within the 
limits of civilization a class so widely neglected as are the men of the 
sea. There are something like five hundred thousand of them landing 
in New York every year. But how many of us know or care for them ? 
What provisions do we make for them, what protection do we throw 
about them? We are enriched by the fruits of their toil, but we 
largely leave them to drift here in this sea of iniquity exposed to human 
sharks, to harlots, to dive keepers and thieves ; to be robbed of their 
wages, to be degraded in manhood, and neglected in soul. Let the 
waves of iniquity and shame swallow them I Who cares ? Let the 
human spiders lure them into their webs and devour them ! Whose 
business is it ? True, the government equips life-saving stations along 
the coast, but who cares for the sailor's soul ? There are a thousand 
hands stretched out to rob, but who extends a hand to help ? There 
are tigerish hosts that lay in wait to prey upon him, but who prays 
for him ? There are countless dives, brothels, doorways to hell, that 
are open to lure him to destruction. Where is the door that opens to 
win him to God ? Jesus heard the cry that burst from the lips of the 
little crew upon the lake of Galilee and in gracious sympathy rescued 
them from the death that threatened. Christians of America ! of New 
York ! hear ye not this hoarse cry for help that comes up from the 
myriad seamen that are constantly exposed to dangers worse than 
death ? Can we "have His mind in us" and turn a deaf ear to this 
plea from our brothers upon the sea ? These men are eminently worth 
saving, not only for their own sake, not only for the glory of Him who 
died for them, but for the service of the church and humanity. They 
have in them the stuff of which martyrs, missionaries, knights of the 
cross are made. They are not effeminate, luxurious weaklings. They 
do not sigh to be " carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease." They 
are accustomed to hardships, toils and self-denial. Take the courage, 
the hardihood, the enthusiasm, the spirit of self-sacrifice and resolu- 
tion exhibited by the sailor and consecrate them to God and a new era 
will dawn upon the world. Christianity is essentially an appeal to the 
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heroic elements in man. Where can it enlist men so careless of self, 
so accustomed to obedience, so scornful of dangers and sacrifices as 
from among these toilers of the sea ? Every converted sailor becomes 
a missionary with the world as his field. This is not a mere theory. 
The work done by Christian sailors in the past amply justifies the 
largest effort on the part of the church. In our own denomination there 
has been a practical demonstration of this contention. In Sweden and 
among the Swedish population of the United States there are thou- 
sands of devout, stalwart Christians in Baptist churches. This great 
movement had its origin in the conversion of a Swedish sailor in the 
Mariners* Temple Church in this city. God is yet choosing the weak 
things of the world to confound the mighty. 

Is not this kind of work infinitely worth doing ? Bead the life of 
Father Taylor, the eloquent and inspired apostle of the sea, whose no- 
ble work in Boston forms one of the most glorious chapters in the his- 
tory of American Christianity. Bead the books of Frank T. Bullen, 
those- classics of the sea, and thank God for the meeting for sailors in 
Port Chalmers, New Zealand, which gave to the church and the world 
& soul so genuine, so human and so strong. Sow in the morn thy seed. 
No man can measure the influence of words fitly spoken to these world- 
citizens. Only the last day will reveal the splendid secrets when the 
«ea with its mysteries shall be no more. But among the jewels that 
adorn the Master's crown will be these "pearls of the sea," and none 
will be more glorious than they. 

I would not give you the impression that nothing is being done for 
these brothers of the sea. That would be an error in fact and a mis- 
representation of the spirit of philanthrophy which pervades this age. 
It would be impossible for such a body of men to escape the prayerful, 
beneficent ministrations of the followers of the Naz.arene. It would 
be impossible for such a cry to awaken no response. To my thinking, 
the dominant, redeeming characteristic of this age is its spirit of 
Christly humanitarianism. Not less remarkable than its perfect com- 
mercial organizations are its benevolent, philanthropic and evangelistic 
enterprises. There is no human need, physical, mental or moral, that 
Christian philanthropy is not seeking to meet. It is the age of vigilant 
chivalry, of Christian knighthood, and it would be a wrong to the age 
to say that no response has been made to the cry of seamen. Various 
denominations in seaport towns have in a way sought to minister to 
them, and much good has been accomplished. Various societies have 
been formed in this country and in England to meet the needs of sea- 
men, and their work has been gracious and Christ-like. 

Nor would I have you for a moment forget or minimize the wonder- 
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£ ul work done by the Society under whose auspices we meet to-day. Ifc 
sprang into being in response to the seamen's cry, and for seventy-four 
years it has been performing its gracious and wide-spread ministra- 
tions. Its beneficent influences have girdled the globe, its lights have- 
shone on every sea. It would be easy to mention the definite lines of 
work in which it is engaged, but no man can estimate the blessings- 
which have flown from its efforts. It would not be difficult to call the 
roll of chaplains that have served under its direction in the various 
ports of the world, but it would be an impossible task to number the 
hearts that have been comforted, the lives that have been rescued from 
despair and death, and the souls that have been saved to God and 
eternal life. It would be possible to compute the number of volumes 
sent out upon the wandering ships, but it would be impossible to gather 
up and exhibit the helpful impulses received, the tedium and monot- 
ony relieved, and the temptations arrested and the noble purposes fos- 
tered by the reading of these books. Statistics would tell of the num- 
bers who have found a haven in the Sailors' Home during the stormy 
years, but heaven's statistics only will reveal the souls that have been 
guided into the haven of a peace that passeth understanding. A glance 
at the Society's books would reveal the number of Magazines printed 
and circulated, the number of dollars collected and disbursed, but no 
human auditing can tell of the ethical and spiritual results that have 
come from these agencies. The work has been great, wide-reaching, 
beneficent, Christ-like. All honor to the memory of the men who 
conceived and organized it. All honor to the men and women who for 
three-quarters of a century have supported it. All honor to the men 
and women who to-day make it the object of their toil and the burden 
of their prayers. It is an arm of the Lord reaching out over the sea 
to save and serve. 

But great as are the efforts made for seamen, they have but touched 
the fringes of the possibilities of the work. The few saved, the few 
relieved, the few strengthened and inspired are but the earnest of 
greater works yet to be. The more one studies the problem the more 
the need for larger and broader efforts appears. There are certain deep 
seated misconceptions concerning the sailor which must be removed. 
There are certain long established traditions which assume that the 
sea is necessarily a training school for vice and immorality, which must 
be overturned. The feeling that no man cares for his soul must be 
displaced in the sailor's life by proofs of loving interest and sympathy, 
A purer atmosphere must be sought, fairer treatment must be secured, 
a nobler spirit of self-respect inculcated. The sailor must know that 
he is a man upon whom rest manhood's responsibilities and obliga- 
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tions and to whom belong manhood's privileges. He must be made to 
feel that he is not an alien, not an Ishmael, whose hand is against every 
man, but a part of the great brotherhood, contributing and receiving 
in the great exchange of life. 

In order to bring about this better atmosphere, this nobler morale, 
the sympathy and cooperation of shipowners must be enlisted to a 
larger degree. The character of the captains must in many cases be 
improved. As one reads the stories of the sea by Bullen, and the piti- 
ful letters from seamen in the Sailors' Magazine, this need becomes 
crying and imperative. In many cases the brutality of Simon Lagree 
becomes a beautiful humanitarianism compared with the discipline of 
these petty despots. A premium is put upon brutality when officers 
are allowed so to maltreat the sailor that he is compelled to desert and 
leave his hard-earned wages to the inhuman tyrant that drove him to 
desperation. There must be a rigid suppression of the human sharks 
on land and the providing of wholesome places of amusement, recrea- 
tion and inspiration. The localities along the wharves must be res- 
cued from the minions of Satan, and a better and purer environment 
created for these myriads who come to our shores. The gospel in its 
saneness and sweet human sympathy must be preached by men who 
know the sailor and the sailor's Saviour. 

The work already accomplished has been great; that which yet re* 
mains to be done is greater. The increasing number of seamen, their 
immense power for good or evil, render the doing of this work abso- 
lutely necessary. In saving the sailor we shall save our city and the 
lands that lie beyond. To the accomplishment of this work let u 8 
strengthen the bonds, multiply the resources and encourage the hearts 
of the American Seamen's Friend Society. Our work will not be 
done until Jesus Christ is the commander of the multitudinous crafts 
that enter and leave the harbors of the world, until in His hand is 
placed the scepter of the sea as well as of the land, until upon the 
ocean and upon the shore men looking into each other's eyes shall see 
reflected the image of the Son of Man and shall speak the common 
word, brother, until God's kingdom has come and His will is realized 
in love and peace, in purity and righteousness, upon earth as it is in 
heaven. 



The Secretary is ready to preach in any church in behalf of this 
Society, to explain its work to the King's Daughters, to the Society 
of Christian Endeavor, to Monthly Concerts of Prayer, to Sunday 
Schools, to parlor meetings. Write to him at No. 76 Wall Street, 
New York. 
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[For The Bailors' Mag* line.] 

FROM MY STANDPOINT, 

BY CAPT. JAMES NUTCHBY. 



The effort of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church Missionary So- 
ciety for Seamen in New York in 
taking up the defense of Alfred 
Childs, one of their paid agents, 
in his trial for murdering Patrick 
Malone, a sailor boarding house 
keener, is commendable and per- 
fectly in order on the ground that 
this is a representative case. 

Patrick Malone on the one hand 
represents the class of crimps, 
shipping and boarding house mas- 
ters which have been a menace to 
the sailor and shipowner alike, and 
a pest to the water front of all 

Sorts the world over, particularly 
le ports in the United States, 
whose ability to carry on their 
business in spite of law has defied 
legislation. Not that legislation 
has not accomplished a great deal 
in the line of reducing crimping, 
for this it certainly has, but there 
is so much to do which legislation 
cannot do, that the crimp is easy 
in his apprehensions from that 
quarter. 

The fact that this class has serv- 
ed the business world in acting as 
middleman between the shipowner 
and the seaman does not justify it 
in fleecing the sailor wholesale, 
and the, shipowner likewise ; the 
former in connection with his hard 
earnings, and the latter in exorb- 
itant charges in the shape of blood 
money and fees out of all reason. 

On the other hand, Alfred 
Childs represents the Seamen's 
Friend Societies who hold out in- 
ducements to the sailor and ship- 
owner alike to do business on le- 
gitimate lines in supplying employ- 
ment for the one ana a crew for 
the other, with a view to improv- 



ing the condition of the sailor and 
the whole mercantile marine. In 
this effort there is nothing arbi- 
trary or over-reaching, nor is coer- 
cion used in compelling the one or 
the other to do business through 
them. The sailor is free to go to 
the boarding house, and "run the 
whole hog, if he so chooses. 

The difference is that now there 
is a choice for the shipowner and 
sailor which has not long existed 
in the degree it does now, in that 
the sailor has a respectable Home 
to go to, where he is properly treat- 
ed in an environment congenial to 
one with an ambition to be a man 
and a Christian, and wishing to 
secure employment ; and the ship- 
owner can have a crew on board 
his ship at a considerable reduc- 
tion in dollars and cents, and with 
just as much promptness and effi- 
ciency as was ever manifested by 
the other class, who have had un- 
til recently the practical monopo- 
ly of this business. It is only reas- 
onable to suppose that if the ship- 
owner can secure a crew at a re- 
duction of fifty per cent, from a 
shipping bureau conducted upon 
a strictly business basis he will 
support it ; and that the sailor as 
he rises to a higher moral stand- 
ard will avail himself of it, pro- 
vided he can be protected in sev- 
ering his connection with the 
crimping element. 

The fact that the crimp assaults 
an agent of the Sailors' Home and 
offers provocation to kill, makes 
m6 suspicious that the Sailors' 
Home movement is touching him 
in a very tender spot. It is evi- 
ident that the united effort of the 
Church and State is bearing fruit. 
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The sailor himself, with object les- 
sons before him, begins to see the 
contrast between those who avail 
themselves of the better ways of 
shipping and those who have not, 
or have returned to the bad ways, 
like the sow to her wallowing in 
the mire. 

The State and Church are con- 
fronted with a test case in the trial 
of Alfred Childs, and should re- 
alize that a good and bad system 



are also on trial. The term crimp 
does not apply to all who are ship- 
ping masters and who keep sailor 
boarding houses ; this would mis- 
represent the few who maj be de- 
scribed as occupying a false posi- 
tion ; who are certainly not crimps 
and who at the same time do not 
sever their connection with those 
who are, and must therefore suffer 
somewhat by the affiliation. 



'SAVE ME! 3 



" Make it four bells ! Heave the 
log!" 

"What is she going?" asked 
the captain. 

" Three knots, sir." 

The captain then studied the 
weather, which was thick, and 
had been so the last forty-eight 
hours. Suddenly his powerful 
voice rang, out abruptly, "Take 
in the small sails ! Haul up the 
courses ! Back the mainyard ! " 

The clipper rolled idly to and 
fro all night, and seemed to be 
some sleeping monster in the haze 
and darkness. The men slept with 
a sense of security, but a solitary 
figure naced the poop the long 
night filled with anxiety. It was 
the captain. 

" On deck, there ! " cried the 
look-out at daybreak, as the sun 
rose bright and clear, 

" What is it ? " 

"A long line of heavy breakers, 
sir ; close to — reaching away clean 
out of sight." 

The crew were astounded and 
horrified as they watched the foam- 
ing, mountainous breakers lashing 
themselves into fury on the terri- 
ble Barrier Beef. 

" Another hour last night," said 
they, "and we should all have 
been lost ! " 



Shipmate, you are surrounded 
by dangers. Very often " there is 
but a step between you and death. " 
Stop, I beg of you, for a moment, 
ana make sure of your position. 

"Danger ! " you reply — " What 
danger ? 

The great danger of being led 
into sin ; of living in sin ; of dy- 
ing in sin. 

The first step towards safety — 
to be freed from the power and 
punishment of sin — is humbly and 
honestly to repent, and to seek 
God's pardon for the sake and 
through the atonement of Jesus 
Christ. Christ came from heaven 
on purpose to seek you ; and in 
order to save you ana me He died 
on the cross, bearing our guilt, 
that we might be pardoned and go 
free. 

What does God say in His Word? 
" He [Christ] was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities . . . and with His 
stripes we are healed." " For God 
sent not His Son into the world to 
condemn the world ; but that the 
world through Him might be sav- 
ed." The skipper realized his 
danger and hove to in time. 

Soon afterward the clipper found 
the opening through the reef and 
entered the much-dreaded Torres 
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Straits on her course to Singapore. 

This strait is filled with rooks, 
islands and reefs : dangers abound 
on all sides ; ships are often lost 
there; and frequently shipwrecked 
seamen are cruelly treated by sav- 
ages, who show no mercy to those 
wno fall into their hands. 

The ship was carefully handled, 
but the course was so dangerous 
and the wind so uncertain, that at 
length the order came, " Back the 
main-yard! Stand by the an- 
chor!" 

At this juncture some canoes 
appeared from behind a jutting 
point and approached rapidly. One 
was ahead, the others followed fast 
astern. "It's a race," said the 
crew, looking on. It was. indeed, 
and a race for life ! 

The captain, glass in hand, soon 
explained the mystery. It was a 
poor, half-naked sailor fleeing for 
his life ! Just behind him, thirst- 
ing for his blood, followed the 
merciless enemies ! 

The cry, " Help ! help ! save 
met" pierced each heart, and 
roused each seaman to action. 

" Fire the carronade ! " shouted 
the captain. The loud boom and 
the hissing of the shot startled the 
pursuers. They stopped a few mo- 
ments ; then on again they came. 

The sailor redoubled his efforts. 
He paddled with frantic despera- 
tion, for his enemies' cries filled 
his ears. He felt them, as it were, 
just springing on him. With a 
final effort and a despairing cry he 
threw himself into the arms of the 
brave lads who were ready to give 
him a helping hand. 

As the sailors bore their uncon- 
scious burden on deck a mighty 
hurrah burst from every throat. 
It was the shout of victory — their 
fellow-sailor was rescued, he was 
safe! 

Do you know, my friend, that, 



away from Christ and living in sin, 
you are exposed to greater danger 
than this poor sailor was ? 

" How can that be ? " you ask. 

Because he found a refuge in 
the moment of danger, but you 
have none. Christ alone can save 
your soul, but you will not flee to 
Him for help and safety. 

The rescued sailor found friends 
to help him, but who can help you 
when you come to face death ? 
when afterward God's record is 
opened and you are judged — with 
God for Judge and all mankind 
for witnesses F 

This poor sailor saw his danger 
—it terrified him; and he fled 
with all his might for safety. 

Oh, shipmate, do you not see 
your fearful danger ? Flee, then, 
flee to Christ this very moment. 

The slave of sin is also servant 
of the devil. Is he your master ? 
Then indeed your case is serious, 
for God's Word shows us that 
when he takes a man in tow, he 
brings him on to rocks and sand- 
banks, where he must soon be 
broken up. 

There is one hope for you, and 
only one— Jesus Christ. Flee to 
Him. The Holy Spirit is pleading 
with you, urging you to cast your- 
self on His mercy and love. Be- 
pent and believe in Him. There 
shall you find a calm haven in 
God's pardon through Christ's love 
and atonement. 



Do You Mean Me? 

The famous sailor preacher, 
" Father Taylor," was man of won- 
derful power. Whenever he spoke 
from the pulpit he generally suc- 
ceeded not only in making every 
member of his congregation listen, 
but in making each one believe 
that he was speaking directly to 
him. 
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He once preached from the text 
*< Will a man rob God ? " In his 
own vivid and fiery way he des- 
cribed and denounced the fearful 
•crime of robbing God, and the 
classes of men who are guilty of it. 
They rob Him who never worship 
Him ; they rob Him who hinder 
others from worshipping and hon- 
oring Him; they rob Him who 
refuse their help to His poor, or to 
=any holy cause; every man who 
breaks the Sabbath robs God of 
His day ; every man who abuses 
his body with strong drink despoils 
God's image; every man who 
swears profane oaths steals God's 
name. 

And he went on, waxing more 
pungent at every period ; a huge 
sailor, slightly excited with liquor, 
cried out "Do you call me a 
thief?" 

Taylor was a man who could 
never be "put out " by an inter- 
ruption. He stopped and looked 
round upon his hearers. " There," 
said he, pointing his finger towards 
the disturber, "that man is tak- 
ing the truth home to himself. I 
wish every one of you would do 
the same." Then turning to the 
sailor he said, " My good friend, I 
thank you — thank you for your 
question. Stop after meeting and 
well have little talk together." 

The sailor stayed, and when 
Taylor after a hearty greeting in- 
sisted on taking him home with 
him, he began to be considerably 
astonished. They talked freely and 
sociably on the way to the house, 
the rough tar answering all ques- 
tions with blunt seaman candor; 
:and Taylor, learning that he had 
no Bible, promised to give him 
• one. 

When he reached the house the 
good man hunted some time in 
-vain to find a spare Bible, and fi- 
nally coming down stairs snatch- 



ed from the table a handsome copy 
that belonged to his daughter and 
thrust it into the sailor's hand. 
" Take that, Jack," said he. " It's 
my daughter's, but you want it 
more than she does. Here, stop, 
let me write your name in it." He 
wrote the man's name, and then, 
after a few words of plain, good 
counsel, prayed with him and bade 
him farewell. 

Poor Jack went thoughtfully 
back to his ship with his Bible in 
his hand ; and when he began to 
read it he became more thought- 
ful still. He conf essed that heliad 
been robbing God all his life in a 
great many ways. His heart grew 
tender and humble, and his re- 
pentance was sincere. He read 
and loved the truth, and from that 
time it made him a man of prayer. 
No more honest, earnest Christian 
than he ever followed the seas. 
He read that Bible through and 
through till he was fully furnished 
with the Word of God. At last, 
retiring from the sea, he became a 
local preacher and " cast anchor " 
(as he called it) in the city of 
Philadelphia, where he long lived, 
telling God's love to the sailors and 
leading them to Christ. — Friendly 
Greetings. 

" Moderation in things that are 
helpful and right, total abstinence 
in things that are hurtful and 
wrong," was the platform Col- 
onel Bain laid down. " There's 
no moral wrong in a glass of whis- 
key per 8e," said a man to me once. 
" And what is 'per se ' ? " I asked. 
"It's 'by itself,'" he answered. 
"Just so," said I. "There's an 
electric car. It's per se before it is 
attached to the electric wire. The 
glass of whiskey is p$r $e on the 
other side of the counter. There 
is no danger as long as you don't 
attach it to a man. 
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WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, Ac. 



At Stations on the Foreign Field. 



Sweden, 

HBLSnTOBOKG. 

Mr. K. I. Berg writes on April 1 : 
Many more sailors have been in Hel- 
sinsborg this past quarter than before, 
and we have had many more meetings 
for sailors than in any other quarter. 
We had 250 sailors, 100, 70, 60, three 
times 50 present. 1 have given to sailors 
80 dinner and 15 supper tickets, and have 
recommended many sailors to families. 

Religious services held, 42; average at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
30, of others, 5; religious visits to hos- 
pital, 20, on ships, 415, in families and 
boarding houses, 220; Testaments and 
parts of Testaments distributed, 102, 
tracts, &c„ 1,000. 

STOCKHOLM. 

Mr. J. T. Hedstrom writes on March 
31: 

A sailor had been among us many 
times and we have sometimes invited 
him to our table and have tried to show 
him the love of God. Now he writes 
that he is a child of God ; he thanked me 
for all the comfort he had received, and 
says he would confess Christ's name any- 
where. 

A few days after I found in the Sail- 
ors 1 Home a sailor who was reading the 
Bible. I saw that it was very tattered, 
so I said, " You will have to "buy a new 
Bible, my dear boy." He replied " No, 
I will not." " Why not ? " He said " I 
was in Stockholm in 1806 and at that 
time I got this blessed book from you 
and it has led me to my Saviour, and 
it has been during these past years my 
light and my blessed harbor; and as long 
as it is possible for me to keep the leaves 
together I will not buy another. It was 
the best present you could have given 
me. You know 1 have been for three 
years in a man-of-war of the United 
states and I was in the battle of Santia- 
go; I never felt at that time the least 
tear, because this blessed book showed 
me that the blood of the Lamb had 
cleansed me from all my sins." 



The 4th of January a sailor came to 
me and asked for a book-bag. He said 
" I was in this port a few years ago and 
at that time got a book-bag in the fore* 
castle; as soon as we were out at sea 
three of us took books out from the bag 
and read them. The books showed us 
that we were great sinners, but after some 
time the Lord had mercy even on us. M 
He went on board the ship glad and hap* 
py. But four days after leaving our port 
the ship got into a storm in the North 
Sea and the frightful hour came when 
the ship and all the crew went down; 
not one was saved. 

The past quarter I have visited some 
rocky islands lying in snow and ice. I 

E reached the gospel in fourteen mission 
ouses. What 1 specially observed on 
this trip was that the mission houses 
were crowded mostly by sailors and their 
relations, who listened with solemn at- 
tention. And not only one hour, but 
three to four every evening. During this 
mission trip more than two thousand 
sailors had the opportunity to hear the 
sound of the gospel bell and to come un- 
der the influence of the Holy Spirit. 

We have had multitudes of sailors the 
past winter in Stockholm, and in the 
Sailors' Home have been lodging about a 
hundred every day, and some days a 
hundred and fifty sailors. 1 am glad to 
be able to report that there has been 
among most of them a hunger after the 
bread of life. Our meetings have been 
the most interesting and blessed ones I 
know for a long time. The Rock of Ages 
has been the sanctuary where sinners 
have found peace and joy. Religious 
services held, 107; average attendance of 
seamen, 50; tracts distributed, 1,000. 



m • » 



Denmark. 

COPENHAGEN. 

The Rev. A. Wollesen writes on April 
1: 

Our new location is highly appreciated 
by our seafaring brethren, and friends of 
our mission have given encouragement 
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in reference to contributions to meet 
needed expenses as well as for our future 
progress. 

Said a sailor: " I was the youngest of 
a large family, small of stature as you 
see, with a deformed hand and very little 
intellect. I was despised by my older 
brethren because of my insignificance. 
After my confirmation at fourteen years 
of age, the sea was my choice. I became 
wicked and the worst oaths and pollution 
were not evil enough to satisfy me in my 
evil career; but, glory be to God, I saw 
myself as a lost and miserable sinner and 
mv prayer for forgiveness was answered. 
Although I can neither read nor write, I 
have nevertheless a large business and 
many in my employ; but the best is I am 
rejoicing by faith in the crucified One. 
Believe me, friends, Jesus is the sailors' 
friend; come unto Him, He will save 
you." 

Captain Rasmussen writes : " Dear Mr. 
Wollesen, 1 hereby hand you enclosed 
donation (20 kroner) to promote among 
mariners a saving knowledge of Him who 
has paid the ransom of our transgres- 
sions." 

A. O. was blessed at our missson. He 
is now mate on a Swedish bark. On 
March 8 1 visited a young sailor in state's 
prison condemned to eight months' im- 
prisonment ; he is only eighteen years of 
age. As a child he had a good home and 
parents, but evil lusts led him to be a 
criminal. I spoke to him of his soul, his 
home and his mother and his tears wet 
the floor. A few days after he wrote to 
his mother pleading pardon for the heart- 
crushing sorrow he had rolled on her. 
On March 10 his mother sent me words 
of gratitude and implored our assistance 
to obtain his liberty. 

The Rev. Mr. Storm, missionary to sea- 
men in London, writes: " Dear mission- 
ary Wollesen : It has come to my knowl- 
edge that the Bethel ship will be trans- 
ferred to another Society; perhap you 
continue; I know not; but receive my 
gratitude for all your kindness to me 
while there." (The Rev. Mr. Storm, ere 
his appointment as Danish chaplain in 
London, accompanied me on ships, and 
for months with zeal and interest joined 
us in our evangelizing efforts.) 

Religious services held in chapel, 47, 
on shipboard, 3, in hospital, 1, elsewhere, 
4; average attendance of seamen at reli- 
gious services, 60, of others, 15 ; religious 
visits to hospitals, 27, on ships, 211, in 
boarding houses, 821 ; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 204, tracts, 1,888. 



Belgium* 

ANTWERP. 

The Rev. J. Adams writes on April 15; 

We have had some excellent gatherings 
on Sunday, excellent not only in num- 
bers, but also in spirit. The presence of 
the Lord has been felt and many have 
said ** it is good for us to be here." A 
letter from San Francisco dated March 
27, from a young man who was with us 
last September, has a sad note; sad be- 
cause of a fall from grace through do- 
mestic troubles ; at the same time there is 
a note of gladness, for it indicates the fall 
was only temporary; in writing for our 
sympathy and prayers there is evidence 
of sincerity in the resolve to "return to- 
the Lord." 

The burning of the British Queen at 
Hoboken inflicts upon us a personal loss* 
All the officers and engineers attended 
our Institute, and Mr. Scott, the chief 
engineer was especially generous in re- 
sponse to all appeals. Happily none of 
tnem lost their lives and we may in time 
have them with us again. 

The society closed its account for 1901 
with an adverse balance of 2,887 francs- 
An effort to reduce that produced over 
1,000 francs, since then by increased an- 
nual subscriptions the remainder has- 
been raised, so that now we are practi- 
cally free from debt and have a larger 
amount of regular financial support than 
we have had for many years. 

Number of ships in port since last 
statement, 641 ; religious services held in 
chapel, 39; attendance of seamen at reli- 
gious services, 2,611, of others, 871; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals, 9, on ships,. 
672. 



Argentine Republic. 

ROSARIO. 

Mr. E. Hallberg writes on February 24 r 
I need hardly say that the Magazine is 
very much appreciated and looked for,, 
especially by the sailors on the American 
ships that visit this port; it is a verv 
great help to me to get a hold on the offi- 
cers and men when the ships arrive here ' r 
they always like to receive something 
from home to read. 

Meetings for seamen, 147, attendance,. 
3,000; free tea meetings, 52; visits to 
ships, 695, to hospitals and prisons, 360, 
to sick seamen, 840; magazines, books, 
papers, etc., distributed, 9,000; attend- 
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ance at reading room, about 5,500; writ- 
ing material furnished and letters re- 
ceived and posted, 400. 



Philippine Islands. 

MANILA. 

Mr. Carl S. Sather writes on February 
SI: 

The expenses for last quarter were 
made unusually heavy by several irregu- 
lar items, but it is hoped that the present 
quarter will find them considerably less- 
ened. As will be seen from report in the 
Manila Times a new reading room has 
been opened, which is quite an improve- 
ment on the place. The restaurant ques- 
tion is one rather hard to solve. It would 
take too much of my time to be person- 
ally responsible for its being on a paying 
basis. We have been promised addition- 
al quarters sometime next month, a legal 
process being necessary in order to cause 
the premises to be vacated. I believe, 
though, that satisfactory arrangements 
can be made to start one when the proper 
time comes. 

The most gratifying progress has been 
noted in the "shipping agency," which I 
hope to see a permanent feature here. 
The Home is now the only place in the 
<jity where this can be done, consequent- 
ly all ships get their men directly or in- 
directly from this institution. 

A blessed experience has been the great 
interest taken m our services by the W. 
€. T. U.j especially the two national rep- 
resentatives thereof, Mrs. C. C. Faxon 
And Mrs. 0. C. Moots. Mrs. Moots is 
known everywhere as "Mother Moots." 



She really is a mother to all young men 
with whom she comes in contact. She is 
a powerful personal worker, and as she 
has just returned from a month's recup- 
eration in China we expect to see good 
results of her work. The need of anoth- 
er man, who could make the religious 
work entirely his own, is greatly felt. Be- 
ing alone with thirty to forty men con- 
stantly on hand (two-thirds as a rule des- 
titute) it is impossible to do as much as I 
could wish in all directions. The late 
and early hours necessary for lodging, 
the oonstant hustling between captains, 
consuls and ships, tne personal collec- 
tions, supervision of baggage and all 
things with which my Filipino servant 
could not be trusted, and tne one thou- 
sand and one things the " boss " is called 
on to do, do not leave much time for 
spiritual preparation. I hope that Dr. 
Stunts, wno is now touring the United 
States in the interest of his McKinler 
Memorial College, will find it practicable 
to pay you a visit, as he will be able to 
give you full information regarding the 
plans for the Home and upon all other 
points. 

Thanking you for your kindness in con- 
tinuing your aid and hoping that the 
new year may be one of success and pros- 
perity for the Society and for yourself. 
4 iNumber of American ships in port 
since last statement, 18, all others, 190, 
(this does not include the coasting ves- 
sels, several of which carry white crews, 
but only ships from foreign ports); reli- 
gious services held in chapel, 25 ; average 
attendance of seamen at religious ser- 
vices, 25, of others, 7; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 20, tracts, 500, maga- 
zines and periodicals, 500. 



At Forts in the United States. 



New York. 



NAYY YARD. 



Mr. H. Gh Fithian writes on May 1 : 
We have been having meetings of deep 
interest, excellent attendance, produc- 
tive of much good, and I trust perman- 
ent results have followed each service. 
-Soon all the available men will be sent 
to the Asiatic stations, leaving us for a 
time, at least, with few men on the Re- 
ceiving-ship. I feel more and more the 
great responsibility of presenting Jesus 
Christ as the Saviour of the world to 
these men, most of whom are here but a 
ahort time. 



I fear our friends have forgotten our 
sailor bovs, as we have received very few 
comfort bags this past winter. We have 
never needed them more, and now again 
several hundred are going away to the 
far east to be gone several years, and we 
have so few bags. We have had more 
calls for Testaments than in any one 
month since we came to the Cob Dock. 
Several young men have gotten for them- 
selves very- Handsome Bibles and are 
studying the word. 

Letters. 

"Your very welcome letter came to 
hand this morning and the Sailors' 
Magazine came yesterday. I read with 
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interest the article in the Magazine re- 
ferring to 70a and your work, and I am 
able to endorse every word of it. Tou 
hare no idea how mnch good you have 
done me: yon never will know in this 
world. It matters little how or when I 
was saved, 1 know now that I am a child 
of the King. I am glad to know C. has 
been converted; he is not the only one 
whom God has saved through your 
preaching, and hope you will never leave 
the Cob Sock, as I feel it would be hard 
to get another to do the work you are do- 
ing among the boys. We like your way 
of working among us; you make every 
one feel as if you think yourself no better 
than they are. A good sermon is a good 
thing, but it must be backed up by the 
life of the preacher or it won't do much 
good in the long run. Thank God for 
men who stand up to preach and go 
down among the men to pray and go out 
to live, too, among them and mingle with 
the lowest of men, the men who need sal- 
vation." 

" Your letter was received and I was 
as usual pleased to hear from you and 
those at Cob Dock. I think a person has 
to suffer before he or she is able to un- 
derstand the real meaning of the word 
4 sympathy.' We who have suffered, even 
though for our wrong-doing, are able to 
sympathize with those who suffer. I do 
not know what I would do, if I had not 
put myself entirely in the hands of the 
precious One who brings consolation to 
us in the darkest moments, and am sure 
that He is the only comforter. My dear 
brother, it seems it would be about im- 
possible for me to forsake the dear One 
who has become the mainstay of my life, 
and thank God for the blessed assurance 
that He will never forsake me." 

"Accept my humble thanks and be- 
lieve me truly grateful for the pains you 
take in behalf of our salvation. 1 must 
say that, though a Christian, my life has 
been rendered so much better since I've 
been listening to your earnest Christian 
sermons. Myself and the men of the 
navy who attend have been made better. 
Ood bless you in your noble calling." 

" I am serving my Lord and Master, 
for I find it a great pleasure in serving 
Him, for when you are in trouble you can 
look up to Jesus and ask Him to help 
you and He will. He is our guide, our 
rock, in Him we can hide. 1 am living 
a far better life than I ever did before 
becoming a Christian. There are great 
temptations out here. It is nearly a year 
ago now that they tempted me to go with 
them, but I would not, for I saw it was 



wrong and wicked. They saw they could 
not get me to leave the right way, so now 
they let me alone. I am praying for 
them." 

" I am so glad I took a final stand for 
God when I first came on ship ; now after 
these weeks my great trials and tempta- 
tions seem to be over and I get along 
with the boys; they know what I will do 
and what I won't. God does help me 
and Jesus becomes more real and the Bi- 
ble more precious. Pray for me, and 
that I may be able to help some boy to 
see and know Jesus." 

" I am trying to live a Christian life; 
it is hard, but I think I am getting 
stronger and 1 know 1 am happier than 
I used to be when I went around to all 
kinds of places with the boys. I miss .the 
meetings, but I sing the hymns and read 
my Testament and try to trust and obey 
my Lord. Pray for me." 



m t m 



Virginia. 

NORFOLK. 

The Rev. J. B. Merritt writes on April 
1: 

I have given every hour of my time to 
the work and God has given me every 
reason to be thankful to Him for the in- 
terest manifested by those who have at- 
tended the services. 

Last Thursday evening at the service I 
read from the April number of the Mag- 
azine the piece entitled " Going aloft, or 
how the young sailor was promoted." 
The men listened spell-bound and eager* 
ly took it all in, for however dissipated 
a man may be, he admires the courage 
and consistency so vividly pictured. I 
wish to mention three men, all from the 
same vessel, who have attended the Bethef 
service nearly half the nights this winter, 
notwithstanding the vessel has taken her 
cargo from three to five miles from the 
Bethel. They are to be commended for 
their piety and self-sacrifice as well as 
their attention to their work and remain* 
in? on the same vessel so long. 

I think Brother Howell, of San Fran- 
cisco, takes too gloomy a view of the sail- 
or. Most of them attend religious ser- 
vice and are reverent and devout in the 
house of God. So far as my observation 
goes, I do not think concerts a necessity 
in order to draw him out. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 147, all others, 81; 
religious services held in chapel, 89, else- 
where, 8; average attendance of seamen 
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at religions services, 58, of others, 8; re- 
ligious visits to hospital, 91, on ships, 178; 
Bibles and Testaments distributed, 38, 
tracts, 21,000 pages. 

South Carolina. 

CHARLESTON. 

The following is a part of the annual 
report of the Rev. P. A. Murray at the 
eightieth annual meeting: 

" The work during the past winter has 
been, in some respects, the most pleasant 
and certainly the most successful since 
I've been your chaplain. There has been 
quite a religious interest manifested by 
tne seamen; a number of them have been 
influenced to begin a Christian life and 
on several occasions these men have tak- 
en un active part in the chapel services. 

44 The jail has been visited occasional- 
ly, and hospitals have been looked after 
regularly and with care. The sickly sea- 
men have been furnished with proper 
reading matter. Your chaplain has tried 
to be their friend religiously. The ladies 
of the Seamen's Friend Society have also 
visited the sick seamen and have contrib- 
uted to their comfort. A large number 
of helpless seamen have been given free 
lodging and in most cases they have been 
fed by the chaplain. 

"After consultation with the executive 
committee I visited several points in the 
State during the past summer and pre- 
sented, as best I could, the claims of our 
work. At every point I met a cordial re- 
ception and succeeded in getting some 
money for your Society. 

44 TTie chapel services have been well at- 
tended. My organist, Mrs. Hopkins, and 
Mrs. Alley, have largely contributed to 
our success. Some Episcopal and Lu- 
theran churches have been of great help 
to us in our Sunday services and several 
of the city pastors have preached with 
interest and profit to the seamen. The 
president of this Society has frequently 
attended our services and it would be a 
"fereat pleasure to have others of you wor- 
ship with us when convenient to you. 

"Our Friday evening concerts have 
been occasions of much pleasure, particu- 
larly to the seamen. Many of the sailors 
have delighted us with their hearty sing- 
ing and amusing recitations. A number 
of ladies and gentlemen from the several 
churches of our city, both Protestant and 
Catholic, have by their faithful services 
made it possible for us to provide these 
entertainments for sailors. We need a 



larger number of workers in this depart- 
ment and will give all helpers a cordial 
welcome. The number of ships' officers 
visiting the Home and chapel is on the 
increase* 

" The Ladies' Society has rendered ef- 
ficient help in almost every department of 
the work and during the past year have 
contributed fifteen dollars to assist the 
chaplain in charity work; have had the 
organ repaired ; have furnished a number 
of comfort bags, and have provided re- 
freshments at Christmas and other enter- 
tainments for sailors. 

"lam much indebted to the Sundav 
School of the Second Presbyterian Church 
and other friends in the city, and to 
friends in Summerville and Darlington 
for comfort bags; to the Bible Society for 
Bibles and Testaments; to two of our 
merchants for a contribution of coal and 
one of soap, and to a number of others 
who have furnished us with fruits for our 
Christmas festival. 

" The following figures will rive you 
an additional idea of our work: Visits to 
ships, 477, to jail, 5, to hospital, 62; in- 
vitations, 871; magazines, papers and 
tracts put on ships, 6,725; number of 
sailors in reading room, 3,147, in chapel, 
1,024, others in chapel, 1,280; Bibles put 
on ships, 80, New Testaments, 131 ; sail- 
ors at concerts, 451, others at concerts, 
498; letters written by seamen, 244, let- 
ters received by seamen, 73 ; comfort bags 
given seamen, 162; sailors buried, 2. 

' 4 The work is worthy of our prayers and 
efforts. Let us throw ourselves into it so 
as to enlarge the work and increase the 
number of workers." 



* • » 



Florida. 

PENSACOLA. 

The Rev. H. C. Cushman writes on 
April 15: 

I visited a young Austro-Italian sailor 
at the Marine Hospital, he could speak 
Slavonic and the Italian languages. I 
read to him from an Italian Testament 
and then we repeated in unison the pray- 
er " Padre Nostro." He said he wanted 
the Testament, and when I gave it to 
him he kissed the book. St. Paul knew 
of this custom among the Greeks and Ro- 
mans when he wrote to the church at 
Rome, which was composed of Romans, 
Greeks and Jews, to '* salute one another 
with a holv kiss." It is quite pleasing to 
have the firemen, sailors and officers to 
worship together; the Psalmist said, 
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•" Behold how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in un- 
ity." I would add, behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for officers and men to 
worship together in the same ship. It 
overcomes any friction between them, 
and makes the voyage pleasant for " all 
hands and the cook." Now and then I 
find a seaman who thinks he can't be a 
Christian and sailor, and that he can or 
must make himself better before accept- 
ing Christ. The sailor can never be hap- 
py nor contented until his sins are for- 
given, and by Christ all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which 
they could not be justified by the law of 
Moses. 

Hon. S. C. Cobb, the president of the 
Seamen's Friend Society of Pensacola, 
died on April 7 at sea. His remains were 
sent to Boston for interment. Capt. Cobb 
was a Christian gentleman, he loved sea- 
men and the sea. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 84, all others, 101 ; 
religious services held in chapel, 24, on 
shipboard, 72, elsewhere, 2; average at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
7, of others, 4; religious visits to hospi- 
tals, 11. on ships, 148, in boarding houses, 
17; Bibles and Testaments distributed, 
34, tracts, 795. 



Georgia. 

8AVANNAH. 

Mr. H. Iverson writes on April 9: 
Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 201, all others, 56; 
religious meetings held in chapel, 37, else- 
where, 8; average attendance at the 
meetings, 25; visits made to ships for re- 
ligious purposes, 50, to hospitals, 8; tem- 
perance meetings held, 8; 12 signed the 
pledge for life. I have also been to Bruns- 
wick and held three meetings there with 
good attendance. 

We have during the winter good many 
calls from sailors in distress and in needy 
circumstances, and we have given out 
one hundred and five nights' free lodging 
to seamen and assisted some of them 
with meals and clothing. The last three 
months have been very dull in shipping, 
as the freights are unusually low to for- 
eign countries and very few ships have 
been here and the outlook is not at pres- 
ent very bright for the future. I nave 
been sick for a month, which has pre- 
vented me from attending to the work in 
all its details, but we have received help 
from the different churches to have two 



meetings a week, and we have had the 
reading room open all the time. 

m • ^ 

Alabama. 

MOBILE. 

The Rev. R. A. Mickle writes on April 4 : 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 18, all others, 60; 
religious services held in chapel, 9, in 
hospital, 15; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 13, of others, 
6 ; religious visits to hospitals, 6, on ships, 
100, in boarding houses, 40; Testaments 
distributed, 12, many Sailors' Maga- 
zines, leaflets and other magazines, also 
1 German hymn book and a volume of 
Humboldt's Kosmos. 

During the month two sailors, one 
white and the other colored, died at the 
Marine Hospital, in the comfortable as- 
surance of peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Five colored seamen 
in addition made credible profession of 
faith in the Redeemer as their Saviour. 
Some of these experiences were of peculiar 
interest and encouragement to the chap- 
lain. One sailor signed the total abstin- 
ence pledge for life. There were these 
bright evidences of success in the work, 
and the usual other tokens of favor, such 
as the benefactions of friends to the Beth- 
el. Many magazines were donated. Mr. 
Powers gave a ream of note paper; Mrs. 
Felder, a large book-case ; Mr. Fowlkes, 
a neat set of book-shelves, and the Mo- 
bile Stationery Co., a lot of envelopes. 
There was the customary monthly enter- 
tainment, despite the stormy evening, 
(braved by the zealous ladies,) intensely 
enjoyed by a large number of tars. The 
surplus cake was taken by the chaplain to 
the Marine Hospital. 

While we have these and other things 
of an inspiring nature to report, it is 
with a saddened heart indeed that men- 
tion must be made of the death of one of 
our most generous and devoted friends, 
Mr. W. H. Paton. Words are not capable 
of expressing the sense of loss felt by the 
chaplain and the Bethel Auxiliary Socie- 
ty. And within a quite recent period we 
have experienced a great sorrow in the 
death of Mr. T. S. Frye, the president of 
the trustees of the Bethel, and, at the 
time of his death, Mayor of Mobile. And 
yet again, within the past few months 
nave our hearts been unspeakably griev- 
ed at the death of three of our most es- 
teemed and zealous co-workers, Mrs. Hor- 
ton, Mrs. Lowe and Mrs. R. A. Mickle, 
Jr. In our circumstances, we can ill af- 
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ford to give up such helpers, but we 
must submit with calm resignation to the 
will of our Lord and Master. 
The following is from a Mobile paper: 
The wharf is a very popular and inter- 
esting place for a Sunday afternoon 
stroll, the harbor often being filled with 
stately ships gay with flags of all nations, 
and many a bronzed and picturesque 
looking Jack Tar is seen. It is pleasant 
to know that none of these wanderers 
need feel homeless or forlorn while in our 
port. One of the very best of Mobile's 
many kindly enterprises is the hospital- 
ity and refined attentions shown to sail- 
ors at the Bethel. We do not believe that 
any work has better results than the 
Bethel work, and great credit is due to 
the chaplain, Mr. Mickle, and the ladies 
and gentlemen who so effectually aid 
him in carrying out his plans for the 
comfort and entertainment of his prote- 
gees, the sailors. 



Texas. 



GALVESTON. 



The Rev. J. F. Sarner writes on April 
3: 

Nothing of remarkable interest has oc- 
curred with us during the last year and 
vet we have a thousand reasons to thank 
the great Shepherd of the flock for His 
tender care, which has inspired to new 
efforts. To the glory of God we can^ say 
that His presence has been with us 
through all the year. Temperance pledg- 
es have been taken, the Holy Scriptures 
given away, sinners saved; only last 
week two entered the fold. We have 
during the year made 450 visits to the 
ships and 245 to the sick in hospitals and 
homes, providing them with stationery 
and wholesome literature. Services have 
been held in the chapel 158 times, enter- 
tainments 4 times. Lodgings and meals 
have been given to 88 persons that were 
in distress; of these 67 were sailors. The 
seamen's reading room is kept open from 
10 o'clock a. m. to 10 p. m. every day. 
About 5,500 sailors have taken advantage 
of their privilege at the chapel and read- 
ing room, and fully 1,500 letters have 
been written by them ; also citizens, prob- 
ably as many as 3,000, have paid us vis- 
its during the year. Many an hour do 
the sailors spend playing innocent games. 
About 800 magazines and many thou- 
sands of papers, religious and others, 
have been put on vessels. The visible re- 



sults in conversions have been gratifying 
indeed. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 32, all others, 86; 
religious services held in chapel, 31 ; aver- 
age attendance of seamen at religious 
services, 5, of others, 21 ; religious visits 
to hospitals, 14, on ships, 68; Bibles and 
Testaments distributed, 12. 



Oregon. 

ASTORIA. 

The Rev. J. McOormac writes on April 
1: 

The last quarter has been one of almost 
perpetual storms, and consequently my 
ship services have been very few. So 
great have been these storms, that not 
less than thirty vessels of different kinds 
are supposed to have been lost on this 
Northern Pacific coast in the last three 
months. The large number of foreign 
vessels amongst our wheat fleet this year, 
whose crews speak little or no English, is 
another cause of the small number of my 
services on shipboard. Last Sunday, for 
instance, I went on board a French ship 
and found only two sailors on her that 
could understand English. I was pre- 
pared for the occasion, however, having 
a good supply of foreign tracts on hand, 
which I distributed amongst them very 
freely, which they very gladly received. 
For a large contribution of these tracts 
in a dozen different languages I am very 
grateful to the Rev. Dr. Shearer of the 
American Tract Society. 

I have just placed four of my ship li- 
braries on ships going to Alaska for the 
fishing season, and because Seattle is the 
chief port of departure for there, and I 
had a few left last year. I sent two to 
brother West, for which he sent me his 
own thanks and that of his society. 
Alaska seems to take one half of our fish- 
ermen from us this year. The rivers and 
bays there seem overflowing with fish, 
and though the fishermen get far less 
there for fish than on the Columbia, the 
supply there is so much greater that the 
fishermen can do better there financially 
than here. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, about 3, all others, 
60; religious services held on shipboard, 
6, elsewhere, 7; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 16, of others, 
12; religious visits on ships, 26, in board* 
ing houses, 43; Bibles and Testaments 
distributed, 1, tracts, 5,550. 
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Washington. 

SEATTLE. 

The Eev. G. F. West writes on April 
5: 

On Tuesday, March 18, a number of 
representative ladies of different churches 
met and organized a Ladies' Auxiliary 
Society to the Seattle Seamen's Friend 
Society. Some of the ladies are enthu- 
siastic and we are hoping great things 
from this society. 

Easter Sunday was spent on the steam- 
ship Pleiades. The boys had gathered in 
the forecastle and were in a good mood 
to receive the gospel seed. We held a 
short service and one wanted to live a bet- 
ter life. After service we crossed over to 
the engineers' and firemen's apartments 
and found them all playing cards. They 
at once removed their caps, put their 
pipes and cards away ana were ready, 
taking for granted that my visit meant 
to tellthem about our wonderful Saviour. 
Two of the firemen said they wanted to 
live a better life and the assistant en- 
gineer said he used to be a Christian years 
Sfo but had wandered away from God. 
e said my visit had so warmed his heart 
that he had made up his mind now to 
come back to his Father's house. He 
wanted me to take him to the Plymouth 
Congregational Church that evening. 
What a glorious work this is, when I am 
permitted to lead some poor mother's boy 
back to his Father's house! 

Brother McCormac of Astoria has sent 
me two ship's libraries as a donation for 
my work, and I have arranged to put 
one of them on the American ship Amer- 
ica. The captain said, "I remember years 
ago, when 1 sailed as first officer out of 
New York, how the American Seamen's 
Friend Society would supply us with 
reading matter and we always had a libra- 
ry which that Society loaned us, and now 
I am master and shall be glad to have the 
Society's aid in this direction because I 
know their labor is not in vain." They 
all tell me he is one of the best captains, 
and he is a Christian man and is very 
kind to his men. I noticed when he told 
me about your work in New York, he 
turned away his face with tears in his 
eyes. I visited the ship St. Paul, and its 
captain told me he had iust left a ship 
which had a New York library, but the 
ship had gone to. Alaska, and since he 
took charge of the St. Paul he had found 
a box on board locked and no key could 
he found. Upon investigation I found 
the box marked No. 10,758, and we 



agreed that I should get a key and open 
it, and, if need be, fill the box with prop* 
er books and we would place it in the 
captain's charge, unless you order other- 
wise. 

I have been treated with great respect 
and consideration by the masters and 
the officers of all the ships 1 have visited 
during the past quarter and the work is 
more encouraging than ever. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 146, all others, 25; 
religious services held on shipboard, 14> 
elsewhere, 6; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services. 15, of others, 
8; religious visits on ships, 125. in board- 
ing houses, 25; Bibles and Testament* 
distributed, 19, tracts, 8,500. 



Book Notice. 



Beep-Sea Plunderings. By Frank T. 
Bullen, F. B. G. S. New York, D. Ap- 
pleton&Co. $1.50. 

In this book Mr. Bullen tells two dozen 
tales of the sea, its wrecks, its sailors, its 
fish. The same graphic power and invent 
tion of striking situations which mark 
his previous books characterize this. The 
reader who takes a dip in his narrative is 
seized at once by'its strong tide and borne 
on to its conclusion. 

There is less regard to verisimilitude 
than is usual with Mr. Bullen, and some- 
times he taxes even credulity. The por- 
trayal of revolting captains and mates 
and the sickening realism of whaling are 
to be tolerated if true, but it does not 
make easy reading for refined taste. 



The Stars and Planets in 
June, 1002. 

A faint comet was discovered in April 
by Mr. Brooks. Like most comets it was 
so faint that it could be seen only with 
large telescopes. These mysterious vis- 
itors still baffle our best efforts to dis- 
cover their real character. We don't 
even know what makes their -tail always 
point away from the sun. For that mat- 
ter we don't know what the tail is, what 
makes it visible and what holds it togeth- 
er. Some have suspected that the earth 
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has a tail. They claim that it is of the 
game character as that of a comet, only 
yery much fainter. In proof of this theo- 
ry they point to the Gegenschein. This 
faint or mere suspicion of light that was 
described in a previous article may in- 
dicate the direction in which our tail is 
pointing — that is, always away from the 
sun. If the sun has a power to drive off 
into space minute particles, and if the 
earth and a comet have a large supply of 
such particles, then we surely would have 
the Gegenschein in one case and the com- 
et's tail in the other. There is some rea- 
son to believe that the sun has such a pow- 
er and that there are plenty of minute 
particles ready to obey its force. But 
where do these atoms come from, before 
they depart from the earth like smoke? 
Unless we receive as many as we send 
away the ultimate result is painful to con- 
template, the earth must be smoking itself 
Into dissolution. Probably space is not the 
empty chasm that we once believed it to 
be. It may contain all kinds of matter, 
from suns that have cooled off to these 
minute specks of dust that are driven 
hither and thither by the mysterious 
forces emanating from the larger bodies. 
At two hours before sunrise Saturn 
will be on the meridian about 80* from 
the horizon, on June 15. Saturn will be 
in the constellation of Sagittarius. Ju- 
piter at the same time will be about 
equally distant from the horizon and in 
the direction of S. S. E., in the constel- 
lation of Capricornus. 

Venus is in the constellation of Aries- 
One hour before sunrise it will be in the 
direction E. by N. and at an altitude of 
10*. 

On June 15, at two hours after sunset, 
six bright stars will have the directions 
and altitudes as given in the following 
list: Regulus, west, altitude, 20° ; Arctu- 
rus, S. W. by S., altitude, 67°; Spica, S. 
W. by S., altitude, 34°; Antares, S. S. 
E., altitude, 21«; Altair, E. by S., alti- 
tude, 20°; Vega, E. by N., altitude, 50°. 
Frimeton University. W. M. Reed. 



Sailors' Home, New York. 

190 Cberry Stbbet. 

Reported by Capt. H. O. Appleby, Lease, 
for the month of 

April, 1908. 
Total arrivals „ 54 

^ ■ m>< 

Receipts for April, 1002. 

New Hampbhibe. 

Tamworth, Rer. C. C. Torrey $2 00 

Massachusetts. 

Dunstable, Jonas C. Kendall 5 00 

LowelL, Eliot Church 8 64 

Westhampton, Westhampton Sunday 

School, for a loan library 8185 

Connecticut. 

18 00 
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Congregational Church 16 40 

New Yoek. 
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M. C. Stevenson 

Mrs. W. T. Miller 

A friend 

A captain, for library work 

New Jersey. 
Westfleld, Mrs. John C. Ketchaxn, for 
a loan library in memorial* 

Charles Strong. 

Morristown, Children's Missionary 
Society of the First Presbyterian 

Church, for a loan library 

Michigan. 

Holland, First Reformed Church, for 

a loan library, $20, and for Bibles 

for Annapolis Naval Academy 

graduating class, HO 



168 50 
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GROUNDS OF THE "TERRIBLE." 

From the London Globe. 

[The death is announced of First-Class Petty Officer Grounds of H. M. S. Ter- 
rible, the best shot with a heavy gun in the British Navy. Grounds's wages were 
three shillings per day, and for the unparalleled achievement of making eight shots 
in one minute in 1901 with the 6-inch gun, and seven hits out of eight rounds in 
one minute under most unfavorable weather conditions in 1902, he received in all 
the magnificent remuneration of one shilling nine pence, and six shillings three 
pence, in the two years, " his proper share of prize money."] 

The statesman at the council, and the gunner at the breech ; 

The hand upon the parchment, and the eye along the sight ; 
Oh the cry is on the waters — Have ye weighed the worth of each 9 

Have ye shown a mandate stronger than ability to smite t 

He was the best with a heavy gun in the whole o' the British fleet, 

And the run of his pay? — Three shillin's a day, with biscuit and salted meat; 

He was the man who could pitch his shell on a mark that was never still 

Eight times true while a minute flew and Parliament whittled the bill; 

He was a man who could soothe a gun in the race of a swirling tide, 

Who could chime his shots with the charging knots of a ship with a dripping side, 

Who could get to his mark from a dancing deck that never a moment stood, 

Content to hear, for a Bisley cheer, a midshipman's muttered " Good." 

Never his eye will steady now thro" the spray and the whistling rain, 
To loose the scream from the foaming lips and splinter the mark in twain ; 
Never again will he win his share in the prize that my lords assign — 
Six-and-three in a single year, and once — it was one-and-nine! 
Never again — He has fired the last of the shells that the State allowed, 
He has turned from the roar of the six-inch bore to t he hush of the hammock- 
shroud, 
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And never a bell in England tolled, and who was it caught his breath 

When the Shot o' the Fleet first dipped his feet in the flooding ford of Death? 

Gladder, 1 think, would the gunner's soul have passed thro 1 the closing dark 
Had he known that ye cared with patriot joy when the Navy hit the mark; 
Gladder, I think, would the gunner's soul have passed to the farther shore 
Had the Mother Land once gripped his hand, and uttered the pride she bore; 
Gold is the prize that all men seek, tho' the mark be honor and fame : 
Declare— Have ye spurred by a gift or word the Terrible gunner's aim? 
Will ye care to know what the men can do when the hosts of hate embark? 
What of your sons at the old sea-guns? — Have ye cared if they hit the mark? 

Harold Beobie, in the Sun, 



[For The Sailors' Magazine.] 

DRIFTING. 

Adrift on life's sea without compass or oar; 
Adrift on life's sea, hear the loud breakers roar I 
No pilot to guide and no strong hand to save ; 
Just drifting along toward death and the grave. 

Will none seek to warn him of danger ahead, 
Before the night cometh when all hope is fled? 
Oh! loud send the cry o'er the white surging foam — 
f Quick! turn ye, Oh! turn ye, seek shelter and home. 

Haste! throw out the lifeline, perchance he will heed ; 
Ahoy there! thou sleeper, say, see'st. not thy need? 
Now grasp thou the lifeline, there's breakers ahead ; 
And when thou hast reached them, then, all hope is fled. 

Ah ! senseless, ah ! foolish, say, what can he think 
Who lingers so long on eternity's brink? 
For soon must he plunge midst the breakers of hell; 
Engulfed evermore he must lie as he fell. 
Forbes Point, Nova Scotia. Eixxa. 



[For The Sailors' Magazine,] 

A BEACH MEMORY. 

How fair was the scene when the billows rolled in, 

Along my shining way, 
What oncoming life, what generous strife, 

When pebble responded to spray! 

With many a prayer, and many a tear, 

We launch on the silver spray, 
When vessels glide on the shining tide, 

To the destiny far away. 
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Let's bid adieu, my valiant crew, 

To the shelving beach of time, 
Come, square away to the land of day, 

And steer to the fairer clime. 

land of light, O song of might, 

Where saints and seers adore, 
As round I sheer, with right good cheer, 

And moor on the golden shore. 
BeamwiUeyOnt. H. T. Miller. 



EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 



The office of the Board of Commissioners for Licensing Sailors* 
Hotels and Boarding Houses has been removed from 3 State Street to 
29 Broadway. Mr. Clark H. Abbott is still its assistant secretary. 

Mr. Abbott has resigned as attorney in charge of the Seamen's 
Branch of the Legal Aid Society, and Mr. R. C. Ringwalt has been 
appointed in his place at 3 State Street. Mr. Ringwalt brings a fine 
reputation to the position. 

Mr. Abbott enters on the practice of law at 29 Broadway. His fa- 
miliarity with marine law, gained while attorney for the Seamen's 
Branch of the Legal Aid Society, will equip him for work in his new 
field. His relations with this Society have been cordial and his work 
for seamen admirable. 

The Rev. Erik Eriksson, of Sundsvall, Sweden, died on September 
19. He had been in failing health for some time, but on September 
19 he was able to make his usual visit to the shipping, and while going 
from vessel to vessel he had an apoplectic stroke which suddenly ended 
his life. The Rev. A. Wollesen, of Copenhagen, writes : "He was a 
veteran in the service of seamen, since 1867 evangelizing on the Swed- 
ish coasts. He was a humble and warm-hearted winner of souls, whose 
labors resulted in the conversion of numbers. Your missionaries in 
Scandinavia beg to extend sincere thanks to the American Seamen's 
Friend Society for its kindness to our deceased brother in his declin- 
ing years, and our deepest sympathy with our beloved, afflicted sister 
and her children." 

The Rev. John Johansson, of Sundsvall, writes : "For the spiritual 
welfare of seamen he offered his life, and on this field of labor he re- 
ceived his Master's call. The last Sabbath of his life on earth he at- 
tended a sailors' meeting at the Bethlehem Chapel, where he delivered 
a gospel address. The day before his death he talked and prayed with 
the sick in the town hospital. This last summer he has been in con- 
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stant work, though after his sickness last year he had not been strong. 
In our brother's death your Society has lost one of its most faithf al 
servants, and the sailors, we are sure, will feel the loss of a spiritual 
father and a cordial friend. May the good Lord comfort and strengthen 
the widow and fatherless children ! " 

In a letter written to this office on April 16, 1902, which seemed too 
personal to be published, Mr. Eriksson opened his heart to the Secre- 
tary. Among other things he said "I have suffered much in my work, 
but thank God who saved me from my sins, took me to be His dear 
child and turned my hard heart to Him." " I have had plenty of time 
to study myself [when ill] and I have got to the same result as Job, 
who found himself wicked ; but I know, like him, that my Redeemer 
lives and shall one day raise me to glory according to His promise. 
Oh, I wish we were there ! " 

Mr. Eriksson became a missionary of this Society on January 1, 
1867. He served it faithfully, enjoyed its confidence, and has entered 
into the reward of his labors. 

" Servant of God, well done! 

Rest from thy loved employ; 
The battle fought, the victory won, 

Enter thy Master's joy! " 



At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Boston Seaman's 
Friend Society held October 6, it was unanimously voted that 

Whereas, Mr. Barna S. Snow, by reason of failing health and strength, has been 
obliged to be relieved of his duties as Corresponding Secretary of this Society, the 
Directors hereby place upon record their sincere appreciation of his long service as 
a Director and Corresponding Secretary. His devotion to the interests of the So- 
ciety, even when hampered by serious bodily infirmity, his tender regard for all the 
interests of the sailor, religious, moral, and physical, his unfailing gentleness and 
courtesy have endeared him to our hearts and have commended him to all those 
who are interested in assisting the sailor to a better life. 

That Mr. Snow may now receive in his retirement the assistance, comfort, and 
sympathy that he has always been so ready to impart to others is our earnest wish. 

The appreciation and the good wishes expressed in the above minute 
will find a warm response in the hearts of all who know Mr. Snow. 
His success in life was largely in radiating Christian love on the path- 
way of others, and Christian love should now brighten his lot until he 
is called to the glory for which grace is preparing him. 



The mettle of Paul is shown in his recognizing the great door and 
effectual opened unto him at Ephesus and not allowing the adversa- 
ries to hinder his entrance ; indeed in regarding them as a reason for 
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tarrying there. In many fields of labor there are successors to Paul, 
especially in the field of seamen's missions. The adversaries in that 
field are both open and covert. There are the men and women who 
prey on seamen for filthy lucre's sake, who always oppose the efforts 
and often libel the character of the missionary. There is the indif- 
ference of sailors, often sunk in vice as well as calloused by sin ; the 
indifference of even good men and the consequent sense of loneliness 
and lack of sympathy. These missionaries, however, hold on and 
hold out in some degree because of these adversaries. Observers are 
often tempted to ask " Why do men become sailors and go to sea if 
they can make their living in some other calling ? " And to ask also 
" Why do men become missionaries to seamen if they can find a use* 
f ul place in some other part of the Lord's vineyard ? " The reply of 
the latter is "There is a great door and effectual opened, and, besides 
that, the very hindrances to labor attract us." They are driven to 
prayer, to dependence on God, to the single eye, the simple motive 
and earnest faith. .To such the open door is the main thing, the ad- 
versaries a reason for abiding in their calling. 

So, missionaries to seamen, you have spent another year in your 
difficult fields. With Paul's spirit you have had the fierce joys of the 
battle field. The adversaries have tried you but have not driven you 
off. Paul fought a good fight and has won the crown. Your crown 
is as sure as his. 

The following minute was adopted by the Board of Trustees : 

Capt. David Gillespie was born in New York on June 7, 1816, and died on Octo- 
ber 24, 1902. He became a trustee of this Society on May 7, 1867, and acted as 
auditor from May, 1869, to May, 1893; as such he was very painstaking and use- 
ful. Capt. Gillespie was one of the oldtime ship-masters, highly respected by 
owners, officers and crews. In later years he was an inspector of vessels for the 
Union Mutual Insurance Company. He was a member of the Consistory of the 
Collegiate Reformed Church of New York. 

This Board cherishes grateful memories of his genial manners, high character 
and long services in behalf of seamen. 



We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of seven pairs of wristlets 
from Mrs. C. P. Wells, of Stockbridge, Mass.; seventeen comfort bags 
and two boxes of magazines and papers from the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union of Ulster County, N. Y.; two boxes of magazines 
and papers from Miss Helen Tallman, of Mount Morris, N. Y.; two 
scarfs from Mrs. Wm. E. Conrow, of Brooklyn, N. Y.; two scarfs 
from Martha, and packages of magazines and papers from Mr. B. T. 
Davies, Mr, E. F. Burnett and Mr. Nathaniel Terry, of New York City. 
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Loan Libraries. The master of the schooner Charlotte T. Sebley 
writes of No. 9,174 : 

For several voyages the books have been read by all hands and appreciated very 
much; as for myself I have read every book. Thank you for the library. 

' The carpenter of the shvp+Arthur Sewall writes of No. 10,431 : 

The books have all been read by all the crew and appreciated. Many thanks to 
you for the use of thera. 

The master of the schooner Elma writes of No. 10,478 : 
Am pleased that you have changed the library and should say that the one taken 
has been read with great satisfaction by myself and crew. Enclose you small of- 
fering for the cause. 

The carpenter and boatswain of the ship Puritan write of No. 
10,014 : 

We have enjoyed reading the library you lent us and are returning it (we hope) 
as good as we got it. Having some books of different languages the library suited 
every one aboard. We thank you sincerely for your kindness and hope you will 
'again oblige, with the assurance that the books will be properly looked after. Re- 
maining indebted to you. 

The master of the schooner Wm. C Tanner writes of No. 10,749 : 
The library has been read by the crew and myself and we appreciated it highly. 
Thanking you for the favor and hope your good work may continue. 

The master of the barkentine St. Croix writes of Nos. 10,863 and 
10,003: * *al i 

I have much pleasure in telling you that I have had great satifaction in reading 
the books in the library which I read and exchanged with the captain of the bark 
Sayrcs, now lost; and I feel very thankful to the kind friends who take the interest 
in us wanderers of the ocean to provide good reading matter for us. With thanks 
and best wishes. 



AT A HAVEN OF SHIPS : DAVID TRUMBULL. 
[The volume from which this is taken is noticed on page 383.] 

• •.... three years long, and in the inter- 
As the first twenty-one jrears of val of the actual whaling season, 
my life were passed at Stonington, the ships would come back to the 
Connecticut, then one of the prom- Sandwich Islands, or to Valparai- 
inent whaling and sailing ports of so, the principal port of Chile, to 
the country, I was familiar with refit and be ready for the next sea- 
the methods and needs of ships son's fishing. In view of this and 
and sailors. - Many of my friends other causes I had a personal in- 
and companions were on the sea, terest in the missionaries and sail- 
and I heard much about that life, ors' chaplains on the Pacific coast ; 
A whaling cruise was commonly and the American* Seamen's 
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Friend Society, of which my 
father, made, me a life member, was 
:a society that appealed with pe- 
culiar force to my sympathy and 
regard. 

This was intensified in the case 
of missionaries and chaplains of 
whom I had personal knowledge. 
The Eev. David Trumbull, of Col- 
chester, Connecticut, was such a 
man. He was a kinsman of mine 
in whom I naturally felt an inter- 
est. He was a classmate at Yale 
of my older brother in the class of 
1842, in which was also James 
Hadley, the eminent Greek scholar 
.and philologist, whose son is now 
President of Yale. David Trum- 
bull studied for the ministry at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, 
-and in 1845 he was ordained and 
went to Valparaiso, under a com- 
mission from the Foreign Evangel- 
ical Society, of which Dr. Robert 
Baird was then Secretary. This 
.society was afterward merged in 
the American and Foreign Chris- 
tian Union. On Christmas Day of 
that year he raised the " Bethel " 
flag on the United States vessel 
Mississippi as the beginning of 
his work. Dr. Trumbull remained 
at Valparaiso for more than forty 
years, having his chief ministry to 
seamen, ana in this work repre- 
flentingat different times the For- 
eign Evangelical Society, the 
American Seamen's Friend So- 
ciety, and the Presbyterian For- 
eign Missionary Board, and much 
of the time he was pastor of an 
independent church of English and 
American residents. 

Valparaiso was not only the port 
to which came ships from all parts 
of the world, but it was " the 
gateway to the capital of the most 
thickly settled country of South 
America, the mart of a growing 
trade. . . . The < Bethel* 
iere was a spiritual lighthouse to 



the mariner, throwing its light out 
upon a dark sea and along a dark- 
er coast." After the discovery of 
gold in California the number of 
vessels and persons stopping at 
Valparaiso on the way going and 
coming was greatly increased. In . 
1850, by the record kept, there 
stopped there nearly fifteen hun- 
dred commercial vessels with about 
fifteen thousand persons on them. 
These were from nearly thirty dif- 
ferent nations. Yet the British 
and Americans had more than all 
the others put together. Vessels 
of war were in addition to these 
commercial vessels. So it will be 
seen that the field of labor was im- 
portant for a missionary and chap- 
lain. Besides those actually on 
the vessels there were always more 
or less sick in the hospital from 
the countries represented by the 
vessels. And there were others of 
them in the city prison. Dr. 
Trumbull had those sick and in 
prison to minister to. 

Of course there were difficulties 
to be met and overcome. The 
government of Chile was intensely 
Roman Catholic, and in those days 
the idea of religious liberty hardly 
existed in . South American coun- 
tries. When Dr. Trumbull first 
reached Valparaiso the govern- 
ment would not consent that any- 
thing like a church building or a 
chapel should be built there for 
him. When he asked permission 
to have persons come to his dwell- 
ing and receive instruction there, 
he was told that he could not have 
any indication by sign or flag on 
the building that it was a house 
for religious worship. And for a 
time he had to have a high fence 
or barrier before the house, so that 
persons couldicome in only through 
a modest gateway. But his labors 
on the vessels, in the hospital, and 
in the prison, were so quiet and so 
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effective for good, and his spirit so 
commended itself in the commun- 
ity even among his opponents, 
that he and his work won such 
favor from all that it was not a 
great while before the authorities 
gave consent to his opening a 
*' Bethel," with a flag above it, so 
long as it was understood that his 
charge and the religious exercises 
in the "Bethel" were for those 
on or off the vessels in the port. 

His work gained and grew. He 
had more and more influence in the 
community ; and it was not long 
before it was felt by all that to be 
without his labors of love would 
be a loss to the community and to 
the country. And be was not long 
alone in his work for good. Of- 
ficers and men reached by him on 
the vessels were not only won to 
or quickened in the religious life, 
but they became evangelists along 
the shore and on the sea. As Dr. 
Trumbull had books and tracts in 
various languages for distribution, 
he was able not only to supply 
those who needed them for their 
personal use, but those who wish- 
ed to win outside souls. Thus he 
mentioned that a Christian mate 
on an English vessel gave away 
sixty dollars' worth of Bibles and 
other books in different languages 
as he went among the vessels 
which he met. And this was but 
one incident of many. 

Sailors like soldiers are generous 
and hearty. To win one of them 
to Christ is to win a good worker 
with others. As I have often said, 
talking to an audience of college 
students at Northfield is not like 
sowing broadcast, but it is giving 
out packages of seed to planters. 
Ana so it is with the sailor field at 
Valparaiso. Dr. Trumbull's wife, 
who was a daughter of Professor 
Dr. E. T. Fitch of Yale, was a 
helper in all his work during his 



entire missionary life. A brother 
of his came out as a physician, and 
was his useful coworker. His son* 
were worthy helpers and successors, 
in the general field. 

A Bethel ship, called the Hope- 
ful, was secured for service in the 
harbor and on the sea. It was an 
attractive and commodious vessel, 
like a steam yacht in appearance. 
It was the means of winning and 
aiding many souls. In public 
preaching services on land and on 
sea, in teaching in Sunday School 
and in Bible classes, and above all 
in face-to-face work with individ- 
uals wherever he might meet one, 
Dr. Trumbull's work was persist- 
ent and devoted, and with ever- 
growing results of good. 

As showing the growth of his- 
personal influence in the city and 
country of his missionary work, it 
may be said that when Dr. Trum- 
bull made a brief visit to America 
his absence was felt, and his re- 
turn was so desired that when it 
was announced that he was to re- 
turn the entire community was- 
ready to give him greeting, and 
welcome his return. A foreign 
prince, or a home commander or 
official, could not have had glad- 
der or heartier assurance of honor 
and affection. Yet this was the 
man who could not have, when he 
first came to the city, even consent 
to gather a few fellow-countrymen 
in his own home for social wor- 
ship. And when a new constitu- 
tion was framed for the regenerat- 
ed nation of Chile, the influence 
and views of Dr. Trumbull and 
the younger members of his family 
were sought and secured for its- 
shaping and improving. And his 
influence over residents there, 
temporary or permanent, from va- 
rious countries, was marked and 
abiding. 

When he came to my homeinr 



Digitized by 



Google 



1902.] 



AND SEAMEN'S FRIEND. 



361 



Philadelphia on one occasion a 
few years before his death, a near 
neignbor of mine was William G. 
Moorhead, a brother-in-law and 
former partner of Jay Cooke. He 
was for some time United States 
Consul at Valparaiso, and there he 
had been intimate with and bad 
come to value highly Dr. David 
Trumbull. He cafied at my house 
to greet him, and he afterwards 
said to me that he had the highest 
regard for the character of and 
the good work done by that mis- 
sionary in Valparaiso. And this 
is the opinion expressed of him by 
many whom I have met as they 
told of him and his labors. Almost 
the last time I walked the streets 
of Philadelphia, I was stopped by 
a man on Broad Street who asked 
if I was not " Dr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull." When I said I was, he add- 
ed that he had wondered whether 
I were a relative of Dr. David 
Trumbull, of Valparaiso. He had 
known him there, and like every 
one else who knew him, he had 
admired him for his spirit and 
work. 

When, in February, 1889, he 
entered into rest, the Valparaiso 
Record said of him editorially, as 
showing the estimate of him in 
the city and among the people 
where he had done his chief work : 
" Dr. Trumbull gave his life, with- 
out losing sight of the sailor, to 
the upbuilding of an evangelical 
church which he lived to see 
strong and prosperous. Against 
much opposition and prejudice he 
carried on the church and the 
school, he edited various publica- 
tions, and established the Valpa- 
raiso Bible Society, which has put 
in circulation nearly sixty thou- 
sand copies of the Bible in Chile, 
and more than twice as many re- 
ligious books, and he gained by 
his wisdom, weight of character, 



and preaching power, the respect, 
confidence, and affection of the 
whole community, and the friend* 
ship of distinguished men in Chile, 
Great Britain, and the United 
States. In his personal character 
there were marked traits, such as 
persistent fidelity to duty, bound- 
less benevolence, warm personal 
piety, fondness for pleasantry, and 
great delight in studying God's 
word. He was greatly loved and 
admired, and his death has called 
forth alike from the foreign and 
native residents of Chile strong 
expressions of the common appre- 
ciation of him as a man and min- 
ister." 

It is good to have done such a 
work for Christ, and to leave such 
a memory with those who have 
known one and one's work. Such 
a life is worth living, for one's 
own joy in service, and for the 

?;ood of others, and more than all 
or the cause of one's Saviour. — 
H. Clay Trumbull. 



Probably not one man in a mil- 
lion knows how the term " under- 
writing" originated. In the old 
days when Lloyd's was a coffee 
house every mariner who set sail 
posted a notice in the market 
place to that effect. He invited his 
neighbors to guarantee that they 
would share in his loss in case he 
met with disaster on the voyage. 
To every man who wrote his name 
under this notice, fixing the sum 
which he would contribute to 
make good the loss, if such there 
were, tne mariner paid a percent* 
age. "Writing under" such a 
notice is where the term "under- 
writing" originated. It signifies 
nowadays that the underwriter 
subscribes to all the unsold stock 
of a corporation. 
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THE CHARACTER TRAINING OF NAVAL CADETS. 



The education of the naval cadet 
may be divided, for the purpose 
of examination, into three parts : 
that designed for the formation of 
-character, that devoted to physical 
training, and that tending to the 
increase of knowledge, both gen- 
oral and professional. These are 
purely arbitrary, as all kinds of 
training must have their moral, 
physical, and mental effects, — 
must be designed to improve the 
character, strengthen the consti- 
tution, and increase the knowl- 
edge of the student. 

The formation of character is 
the most important part of the 
education, as it is the most diffi- 
cult to attempt and to carry to 
success. A military training has 
its great advantages, as well as 
some disadvantages, in the forma- 
tion of character. In a military 
school, those whose character is 
Above the average have greater in- 
fluence over the mass of the stu- 
dents than in ordinary schools or 
colleges. Those below the aver- 
age are more readily weeded out 
or improved. The average is more 
readily raised. On the other hand, 
there is the danger that the re- 
straint under military training 
may retard the formation of the 
character of some of those who 
start above the average. There is 
the danger of too great a uniform- 
ity, of too much restraint. 

Courage must, of necessity, form 
the most important part of a naval 
officer's character. The ordinary 
American lad requires no training 
to induce mere physical courage. 
Except in the rarest cases, tne 
average lad possesses this charac- 
teristic to a sufficient degree not 
to require any special efforts to be 
directed to its formation. It is 
the more rare characteristic, which 



may be termed mental courage, 
and which includes moral courage, 
that requires thorough training to 
develop it in the average student. 
Without this characteristic well 
developed the student can never 
become a useful naval officer. 

Cleanliness with neatness and 
order, punctuality, industry, obe- 
dience, and the observance of the 
ordinary rules of morality, are 
easily taught, and are enforced 
with little difficulty ; but it is more 
difficult to stimulate the courage 
that conquers difficulties, that de- 
cides quickly in emergencies, that 
decides at once without hesitat- 
ing, fearing consequences, that 
accepts responsibility, that faces 
danger for those under charge as 
readily as it faces personal danger. 
It is this form of courage that is 
most difficult to inculcate by train- 
ing, that is rarely found naturally 
developed, and that is so depend- 
ent on physical and moral well 
being. A man may be thoroughly 
free from personal fear, and, un- 
der ordinary circumstances, capa- 
ble of bearing great responsibility, 
and yet physical weakness may 
cause him to hesitate when decision 
means success. Moral strength is 
still more necessary. Every liar 
may not be a coward, but all liars 
are mental coward^. He who is to 
be entrusted with the lives of men 
in times of emergency should have 
his mind free from moral blemish- 
es, or they may serve, in time of 
danger, to cloud his judgment. 

The naval cadet is carefully ex- 
amined at the time he enters the 
Academy, and is supposed to be 
veil developed and free from phy- 
sical defects. He is carefully 
watched from that time until his 
final graduation by medical offi- 
cers, instructors, and trainers, in 
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drills, exercises, and sports. He 
is examined and measured each 
year, and should he fail to develop 
symmetrically his case is given 
careful consideration. 

Cleanliness soon becomes a hab- 
it, for the rules are strict, and fre- 
quent inspections insure their ob- 
servance. No cadet can remain at 
the Academy without forming 
habits of industry, for even the 
brightest students must work mod- 
erately hard if they would pass the 
frequent examinations. In fact, 
the mental work would be too 
severe for the average student, if 
it were not for the care taken to 
insure sufficient physical exercise 
and a reasonable amount of re- 
creation. Of course, punctuality 
is the essence of military training ; 
each exercise or study has its allot- 
ted time, and the cadets rise and 
go to bed, by the sound of the 
bugle, on the stroke of the clock. 

The cadet is soon taught to obey 
promptly and implicitly. In fact, 
the forms and ceremonies attend- 
ing his daily life are such as to in- 
sure habits of obedience before 
thoir novelty wears off. Habits of 
command are gained more slowly 
as length of service gives increased 
responsibility. The system of 
maintaining discipline leaves much 
responsibility in the hands of the 
cadets, and the degree of respon- 
sibility is carefully graded accord- 
ing to the experience of the cadet 
and the governing circumstances. 
In each room is a cadet who is re- 
sponsible for the care of the room, 
and room-mates are required to 
take charge in turn. There are 
some of each class on duty on the 
various floors of the buildings in 
which they are quartered, with a 
senior cadet as officer of the day. 
They are marched to and from 
their recitations, and each section 
has its appointed leader. They 



are organized as a battalion in 
which all the officers are cadets 
carefully selected from the upper 
class. 

From the beginning of their 
training they are taught to obey, 
and are gradually taught to com- 
mand, having small responsibilities 
placed upon them at first, which 
are gradually increased until they 
become first or upper-class men, 
when, if they are made cadet of- 
ficers, they share a fair portion of 
the work of maintaining discipline. 
The system of rewards and pun- 
ishments is one that has been work- 
ed out after many years of experi- 
ence, and has remained substan- 
tially the same for a long period, 
small changes being made from 
time to time, to meet varying cir- 
cumstances or to fit individual 
ideas. 

The cadets are graded as to their 
conduct by a system of demerits. 
The various officers and cadets on 
duty are required to report any 
breaches of discipline or derelic- 
tions from duty that come under 
their notice. These reports are 
drawn up in form by the officer of 
the day, and are published at roll- 
call the next morning. Sufficient 
time is given to those reported to 
submit statements of their side of 
the case to the commandant of 
cadets, who considers all reports 
and statements, and investigates . 
further when necessary. The com- 
mandant awards the demerits for 
the various offenses according to a 
well-established schedule, and then 
submits the daily sheet to the su- 
perintendent, calling his attention 
to any case of special moment. 
The cadets have the right of appeal 
to the superintendent when they 
think they have not received jus- 
tice. They are not encouraged to 
make excuses, and hair-splitting 
or point-putting is frowned upon. 
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The statements must be plain re- 
citals of fact. A cadet's word is 
alway accepted unless directly con- 
tradicted, or unless the circum- 
stances are so strongly against him 
as to require an investigation. In 
other words, they are always treat- 
ed as honorable gentlemen unless 
shown to be unworthy. 

They are graded each month ac- 
cording to the number of demerits 
for the previous month, and their 
privileges are regulated by their 
conduct grade and class. A first 
classman on the first conduct 
grade is granted all the privileges 
consistent with the course of study 
and the discipline of the school. 
The privileges of all on the third 
grade are strictly limited. The 
number of demerits that a cadet 
may have before being reported as 
deficient in conduct is set accord- 
ing to his class, being smallest for 
the first class, and largest for the 
fourth, — better behavior being ex- 
pected of the older cadets than of 
those who have recently joined. 

In addition to affecting their 
privileges, demerits affect their 
standing according to a fixed rule ; 
and as their standing in the sev- 
eral classes determines their fu- 
ture standing in the navy, demerits 
may have a wide influence on their 
future career. 

If a cadet persists in a certain 
line of offenses, such as smoking, 
which is forbidden, he is sent to 
the U. S. ship Santee, where he 
is required to take up his quarters, 
attending drills, recitations, and 
meals as usual, but where he is 
deprived of all recreation and so- 
ciety. He is also sent there if he 
receives an unusual number of de- 
merits. Another form of punish- 
ment is placing them "in coven- 
try." A cadet placed "in coven- 
try " must take his meals by him- 
self, and can hold no communica- 



tion with the other cadets except 
in line of duty. This punishment 
is only awarded for acts of a dis- 
graceful nature, and is rarely used, 
as cadets guilty of such acts gen- 
erally have their names sent to the 
Department with the recommend- 
ation that they be dismissed. 

The highest reward that can be 
given a cadet is his appointment 
as a cadet officer. This is a re- 
ward for hard study, good con- 
duct, general efficiency, and of- 
ficer-like bearing. Besides the 
honor, it carries certain privileges 
with it that are highly prized by 
the cadets. The appointments are 
made at the beginning of the aca- 
demic year, from the members of 
the first class ; and the selections 
are most carefully made, for the 
cadet officers have a great deal to 
do with the discipline, and have 
great weight in the character train- 
ing of the other cadets. 

The religious training of the ca- 
dets is in charge of the chaplain,— 
a regularly commissioned officer in 
the navy. He must have prayers 
after breakfast every morning, and 
must hold services once on Sun- 
days. He generally does much 
voluntary work besides this, and 
there is a flourishing branch of 
the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation at the Academy. The 
young men are allowed to attend 
at churches of their own persua- 
sion in Annapolis, if their parents 
so request; otherwise, they must 
attend the chapel Sunday morn- 
ing. I do not believe better moral 
lessons can be heard anywhere 
than those I have listened to in 
the academy chapel during the last 
three years. Where the chaplain 
is the right kind of man, and earns 
the friendship as well as the re- 
spect of the cadets, his influence 
for good is sure to be felt through- 
out the battalion. 
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Social training is an important 
part of the education of a naval 
cadet. His manners at table are 
liable to be criticised by the upper 
classmen, and any improper be- 
havior is checked at once. But 
his most important social training 
is by precept and example during 
his association throughout the 
lour years with the officers, their 
families and friends. They are 
encouraged to visit at the officers' 
houses at stated times, and are re- 
ceived as friends. There are not 
many cadets who do not visit reg- 
ularly and dine frequently at the 
houses of some of the officers. 

Athletics are of value morally 
as well as physically. A certain 
amount of work in the gymnasium 
is obligatory, and, in addition, all 
forms of athletics are encouraged. 
Football, baseball, rowing, fencing, 
track athletics, and indoor gym- 
nastics, are all followed earnestly. 
To be successful in any of the 
spDrts a cadet must be industrious 
and exert self-denial, and, above 
all, he must live a clean life. 

The drills teach habits of obe- 
dience and of command. They re- 
quire care and attention to details, 
and the seamanship drills espe- 
cially teach readiness in emergen- 
cies. During the summer cruise, 
when there is little study and 
many drills, there is constant at- 
tention paid to character training, 
and the cruise is particularly val- 
uable for its lessons in mental 
courage. 

All bodies of students form rules 
of conduct of their own, and these 
codes differ more or less from those 
set by the authorities over them. 
Violations of these codes are almost 
always severely dealt with by the 
students. The cadet code is no 
exception to the rule, and there 
are few cadets who violate the 



code with impunity, — in fact, they 
rarely think of breaking one of its 
rules. The most important point 
in character training is to improve 
the cadet code, and the associa- 
tion with the cadets socially and 
in athletics adds much to the in- 
fluence of the officers in raising 
the tone. With precept and ex- 
ample must also come stern jus- 
tice before the cadets are convinc- 
ed that they must adopt a new 
rule in their code. Once convinc- 
ed, and there need be little fear 
of violations. 

A youth may learn more of evil 
at the Academy than if he remain- 
ed at home, but at the same time 
he will have many aids to resist 
doing wrong, ana many induce- 
ments to follow the right. On the 
whole, the net result of the mili- 
tary training at the Naval Acade- 
my is to strengthen considerably 
the character of the average stu- 
dent; and few, if any, below the av- 
erage are permitted to graduate. — 
Commander Richard Wainwright, 
Superintendent of the U. S. Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, in the Sim- 
day School Times. 



The efforts of an unregenerate 
man to resist evil may be compar- 
ed to the waves that break away 
from the receding tide: they are 
vain and constantly declining 
struggles against the backward 
movement oi the heart. The falls 
of a regenerate man, on the other 
hand, are the recessions of the 
wave in an advancing tide ; the 
great progression will still be God- 
ward. What we want is the flow 
of the new nature to overbear all 
the obstacles of wind and sand, 
and this must be given by the at- 
traction from above. — John Ker. 



Digitized by 



Google 



366 . 



THE SAILORS' MAGAZINE 



[December, 



NATURE'S JOKES IN THE SEA. 



There are certain species of fish 
in salt water that correspond to 
weeds on the land. The angler 
can depend always on finding a 
certain number of them, however 
bare the water may be of other 
fish life. They are not desirable 
fish, either for sport or for food ; 
but they are sometimes so beauti- 
ful, more often so ugly, and al- 
ways so strange that there is a fas- 
cination in angling for them. 

The great thorny skate is the 
most hideous of the creatures in 
home waters. An old fisherman 
once characterized skates as a 
winged rat with a human face. It 
is all that and more. 

Seen from above it looks like a 
boy's kite suddenly awakened to 
life and soaring awkwardly in the 
sea. Lying on its back, it presents 
a suggestion of a human face, with 
leering eyes and a great, vacantly 
smiling mouth. 

What seem to be the eyes are 
only nostrils. The skate's face is 
really double and the eyes are on 
tne other side of its body, high up 
on the back, where they lie deep 
in two cavities. 

When a skate is caught it often 
rolls itself into a shivering, pulsat- 
ing ball, with the long prickly 
tan beating the air spasmodically, 
and the wing-like fins folded 
mournfully over the face. The 
wide mouth is contracted then and 
thrust out straight from the face 
like a beak. And the very large 
skates often add to the general 
oddness of the performance by 
groaning cavernously. 

Yet with all its formidable-ap- 

S earing attributes the skate is a 
armless fish. Its threatening 
mouth is armed not with sharp 
teeth, but with bony plates set 
with innumerable tiny points, like 



a coarse file. It cannot, therefore, 
attack human beings. 

They are vultures of the sea. 
About fifteen years ago a Spanish 
steamer was sunk off the New Jer- 
sey coast not far from Barnegat. 
Wnen they went down to examine 
the wreck they found that the ves- 
sel was beset by a throng of huge 
skates — fish with a spread of from 
seven to ten feet from tip to tip of 
wing. They offered no violence 
to the divers, but their mere ap- 
pearance scared the divers away 
and the diving ceased. "Man- 
eating skates " they called them. 

Those were exceptionally large 
fish. Skates caught about here 
usually weigh not more than ten 
pounds. But big ones weighing 
from twenty-five to seventy pounds 
are fairly plentiful; and monsters 
weighing one hundred pounds and 
more are sometimes caught. 

They make little fight on the 
hook, but content themselves usu- 
ally with passive resistance by 
spreading their wings and boring 
steadily toward bottom. All that 
is needed is tackle stout enough 
to pull them in. 

Allied to the skate, but with the 
added quality of ferocity and dan- 
ger to man, is the sting ray or 
stingaree. This fish is almost a 
replica of the skate, except that 
its body is broader in proportion 
to length, and its color is blackish 
instead of light brown. 

On the ridge of the tail the 
stingaree carries a dreaded weapon. 
It is a movable spine or thorn, 
many inches long, pointed like a 
stiletto and set with hundreds of 
barbs. The stingaree strikes with 
this weapon more quickly than the 
eye can see. It is like the stroke 
of a rattlesnake, and fishermea 
dread it. 
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There is no real venom in it, but 
the slime with which all the rays 
are coated thickly often causes the 
poisoning of a wound made by the 
thorn, and as a consequence there 
are many cases of death from blood 
poisoning resulting from wounds 
inflicted by the sting ray. 

A New Jersey fisherman lifted a 
pound net one dark night in Rari- 
tan Bay and hauled a nuge sting- 
aree tail first. The lashing thing 
caught him in the leg and severed 
an artery, so that he bled to death. 

If the skates and rays are the 
most hideous fish of the coast, the 

foose fish is the most bizarre, 
'his creature is known by more 
names than probably any other 
fish in the world. Some of the 
common appellations are goose 
fish, American angler, fishing frog, 
toad fish, sea toad, trunk fish, car- 
petbag, devil fish, sea devil, gapey 
mouth, all-mouth, gull-eater, hog, 
mudfish and swallower. 

It is built too clumsily to swim 
fast. Indeed, it can scarcely be 
said to swim at all, but blunders 
and plunges and wallows along the 
bottom. 

When its jaws are wide open it 
looks as if there were nothing else 
to the creature except mouth. It 
has two thick, fleshy pectoral fins 
that are shaped like great human 
hands. Its tail is shaped thus also, 
with the fingers all pointing one 
way. 

Nature has made this creature a 
wonderful simulator. Its color is 
that of gray and black mud. All 
around it, pendent from its jaws 
and belly and sides, waving from 
its back, are fringes of fantastical- 
ly ragged skin exactly like the 
brown seaweed that grows in tiny 
patches on the rocks and timbers 
everywhere in salt water. 

These wave in the current so 
naturally that even if one knows 



that he is looking at a sea toad, it- 
is almost impossible for the eye to 
see where the fish ends and the 
real rocks begin. Being slow and 
awkward, the sea toad does not 
hunt its prey by chasing it. It 
wallows into a recess, preferably 
among seaweed-grown rocks. 

Having partly buried its body as 
far as possible, it sets all its fringes 
going. Then it opens its vast 
pouth and the inside of that, too, 
is so colored and lined that it looks 
just like an iunocent, pleasant, 
dark cleft in a submarine rock. 

When it has thus adjusted its 
trap, the sea toad does a still 
more remarkable thing. It ele- 
vates the long, slender fin ray that 
has until then been lying flat 
along its back. At the end is a 
tiny bunch of plume-like rays. 
These hang over in front of the 
sea toad's open mouth, and they 
simulate tempting live bait so 
closely that before long little fish 
are attracted by them. When they 
swim toward them, down goes the 
trap and the fish are caught. 

The sea toad, or angler, has been 
known to swallow an entire wild 
duck. 

A few years ago fishermen were 
mystified by losing their tackle to 
unknown big fish off a 60-foot 
ledge near tne inlet to Jamaica 
Bay. Almost as soon as a hook 
reached bottom something would 
bite and hold on. 

Subsequent hauling was all in 
vain. The fish would merely plunge 
a bit without leaving bottom, and 
finally the tackle would part under 
the strain of pulling. 

Soon everybody was wondering 
what things they were that acted 
so strangely. The mystery was 
cleared by fishing there with heavy 
wire snoods on thick steel hooks 
and stout braided hand lines. 

Four immense fishing frogs were 
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the result. One of them had five 
rusty hooks sticking in its jaws. 
These fish were not exceptionally 
large. They weighed about forty 
pounds each and were about four 
leet long and almost as wide. 

Another simulator of the sea, as 
beautiful as it is fantastic, is the 
gorgeous sea raven. This fish, like 
the sea toad, is fringed with ap- 

Emdages that simulate seaweed, 
ut it is colored splendidly and 
has eyes like precious stones. 

It hides among brightly colored 
seaweeds and assumes their tints. 
If a sea raven finds itself among 
the glowing crimson submarine 
forests of solaria, it becomes crim- 
son itself. In purple rock weeds 
it becomes purple. It is brick red 
in red growths and dark brown in 
the snapper weed. 

Allied to the sea raven iff the sea 
Tobin, the bird of the northern 
submarine world. There are two 
kinds, the crimson and the brown 
gurberds. Their only diiference is 
in color and size, the crimson fish 
being larger. Their striking char- 
acteristics are their pectoral fins, 
which are beautifully veined 
things, exceedingly like butter- 
flies' wings and colored with a 
dozen delicate tints. As one might 
expect from their lovely form, the 
sea robins go through the water 
with a motion like that of a soar- 
ing bird. 

Just under the pectoral fins, 
where the head joins the body, 
these fish have queer reddish yel- 
low appendages, which they use 
like fingers. Often, when their 
wings are folded, they crawl along 
the bottom by their means, look- 
ing for all the world like big, bright 
beetles. 

Another unexpected thing about 
them is that they are not mute, as 
most fish are. They utter a loud 
and heavy musical croak, exactly 
like that of the green frog. 



And this beautiful and innocent- 
looking fish has a dorsal fin that 
Jiroduces wounds which often re- 
use to heal for months after being 
inflicted. The dorsal fin is like a 
saw. The fish keeps it closed flat 
down on its back until one reaches 
a hand out to seize it, when the 
sharp spines spring upward and 
rip through the skin and flesh 
down to the bone. 
One of nature's greatest sea 

('okes is the blow fish. A tiny, but 
►elligerent fellow it is. When first 
caugnt it looks as if it were in a 
suit of fish skin far too large, for 
it hangs all around the body in 
flabby folds. But as soon as it is 
landed it begins to blow itself up 
with ludicrous little grunts and 

Sashing of teeth until it is a per- 
>t ball, with its shining, colored 
eyes gleaming angrily at its tor- 
mentors. 

A queer fellow, not nearly so 
common as the others, is the trigger 
fish. It is shaped like an exagger- 
ated pumpkin seed. It has goggle 
eyes, so great in proportion to its 
body that they Iook like the hawse 
holes of a steamship. The dorsal 
fin is long and thin, and it cocks 
rust like the hammer of a gun. 
Touch it once, and it jumps up or 
down to half-cock. Touch it again 
and it snaps into full cock. 

A fish that is fairly common and 
extremely uncouth is the rabbit 
fish. It partakes of the nature of 
the blow fish, in that it puffs itself 
up ; it has the tail of a mackerel ; 
the body is glaring white and black 
in sharp contrast, like that of a por- 
poise, and it has teeth like a rab- 
bit. 

It can not blow up the entire 
body, but only the forepart of it, 
while its shapely tail wags in ap- 
parent helpless protest against the 
ruin of its shape. For tne rabbit 
fish is not beautiful when the fore- 
part is a balloon. 
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An ugly and wicked-looking fish 
is the remora. It is shaped some- 
what like a shark. The top of its 
head is entirely flat and crowned 
with a disk that looks like the sole 
of a rubber shoe. All its corruga- 
tions are suckers, and with them 
the remora fastens itself to any- 
thing afloat that it fancies, from a 
log to a shark. 

Much more common than re- 
moras, indeed most common of all 
this class of fishes, are the dogfish. 
They cm be found everywhere 
along the coast and the fishermen 
hate them like poison, for they are 
great fish killers. They are shaped 
exactly like sharks. Indeed, most 
persons mistake dogfish for sharks. 
The fish gets its name from its 
occasional habit of hunting in 



droves, as dogs would. At such 
times the destruction of food fish 
is enormous. 

Another exceedingly common 
creature is one that quite unnec- 
essarily terrifies newcomers to the 
seashore. It is the poor, ugly sea 
spider, as harmless as it is alarm- 
ing in appearance, which is saying 
a great deal. 

The sea spider in looks is the 
tarantula of the sea. It is shaped 
like a poisonous spider, colored like 
particularly nasty mud and alto- 
gether presents an appearance that 
might well frighten the beholder. 
Yet it is helpless. It is not only 
one of the jolces, but one of the 
frauds perpetrated by the sea on 
man. — The Sun, 



NO MORE SEA. 

An eloquent and instructive sermon by the Rev. Martin S. Howard, 
of Wilbraham, Mass., discusses the meaning of Rev. xxi: 1, under 
these heads : the sea as a symbol of vicissitude, of fluctuation, of sep- 
aration, of sorrow, of treachery, and as a reminder of death ; and 
closes with the following words : 



A few years ago, just as the even- 
ing was setting in at the close of 
an afternoon upon the sea, I sailed 
up Boston bay from a delightful 
summer resort where I had spent 
a few pleasant and inspiring days. 
Much of the way had been rough 
and the little steamer ploughed 
her steady course through waves 
which would have been heavy for 
smaller craft. But in due time we 
reached still water. The harbor 
was almost in sight. We passed 
great vessels outward bound. We 
caught the flickering lights as they 
began to shine here and there. We 
heard the songs of happy excur- 
sionists as they neared the port 
of their destination or of sailors 



weighing anchor to start on some 
distant voyage. But we were near- 
ing home, and as if to give us wel- 
come the declining sun lighted up 
the clouds with a glory more 
bright and splendid than I had 
often seen. There were a myriad 
colors blending into manv varie- 
gated hues. There was the deep 
red and the gorgeous orange and 
the milder green, and then more 
remotely the rich purple shading 
into one superb panorama of light 
which hung over the proud city 
enthroned on her ancient hills and 
in the dimness of the approaching 
and deepening twilight giving the 
whole scene an aspect of surpass* 
ing and indescribaole beauty. 
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And as I gazed on that entranc- 
ing pageant of cloud and sky and 
answering sea, I thought of the 
good man's coming to the end of 
his earthly career, the voyage of 
life nearly over; the sea tossing 
with its waves past ; for him no 
more sea, the harbor lights flash- 
ing their welcome and above all 
the radiance of the better land 
shining upon him. With what 
emphasis tnen could I appreciate, 
ana even understand these words 
out of the Apocalyptic visions, and 
pray that tnose whom I should 
soon meet in loving Christian em- 
brace and fellowship and with 
them enter anew upon the work 
from which we had for a season 



been separated, might meet pati- 
ently and cheerfully the toils and 
service of life, looking forward with 
assured hope together to the com- 
plete and perfect enjoyment of 
that world where change and/foa?- 
tuation and separation and sorrow 
and treachery and death, so much 
of which it is our lot to experienoe 
here, are utterlv unknown. 

I have seen the great ship come 
into port with all sails set, with a 
rich cargo for her owners, batter- 
ed and storm-tost, but stately and 
beautiful. Thus may we all come 
into the haven of j>eace, marred 
and battered with faithful service 
but with a hope which is as a sure 
anchor ! 



THE REDEMPTION OF THE FORLORN HOPE. 



"And the rest . . ." — Acts xxvii: 44. 

. This by way of a postscript, and 
the rest. . . . But the chapter first, 
and what a chapter ! Never more 
vivid storm tale was ever penned. 
List, ye landsmen ! If there be 
within any element responsive to 
the mystery and terror of the sea, 
it will wake as you read. It is a 
tale to make the blood flow more 
quickly ; to give the taste of salt 
spray on the lips. A shore-man 
was the writer, but he had the 
soul of a sailor. He makes you 
live with him through the long 
riot of the storm. 

Our brows are wet with spindrift, and 

the weed is on our knees, 
Our loins are battered 'neath us by the 

swinging, smoking seas. 

It is no romancing of a longshore- 
man, but a chapter lived before it 
was penned. The man with the 
pen had been abroad when the 
iuraquilo burst upon them, and 



had trembled with the rest when 
the straining timbers groaned un- 
der the sudden wild buffeting. He 
had seen the stars die out, and had 
looked for the morning when it 
did not come. He had watched 
grey fear grow on the faces of the 
seamen when the wind blew fit to 
wake the dead, and the foam on 
every wave was like the froth on 
the lips of some savage beast. He 
had seen how, when all else were 
helpless, the man of God took 
command, and when " neither sun 
nor stars in many days appeared, 
and all hope was taken away," the 
man of faith came into his inevit- 
able leadership. Above the whis- 
tling cordage he had heard his com- 
rade's voice, " Fear not, for there 
stood by me this night an angel of 
God, Whose I am and Whom I 
serve." When the panic moment 
came, he had seen this same strong 
comrade call back the s ampedea 
crew from the launching of them- 
selves and their frail craft into de- 
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8truction. He had waited with the 
rest till the drifting ended, and 
the grinding of shattering tim- 
bers told that the end was come. 
Yet not the end. Breathless 
through the choking surf, stun- 
ned, blinded, but alive, and with 
land under foot. Now round the 
barbarians' fire, joining in the 
thanksgiving when the roll is call- 
ed, and the little company know 
that they have come through the 
night of peril, " out of the jaws of 
death, out of the mouth of hell," 
not one missing. It is a glorious 
chapter. Grand the heroism of 
the fearless Apostle ; 

Who in the Lord confide, and feel His 

sprinkled blood, 
In storms and hurricanes abide, firm as 

the mount of God. 

Yet to me the crowning verse is 
not the great confession of the 
Apostle, nor the heart of the story 
the telling of how certain stalwarts 
came safe to land, but a little add- 
ed verse which tells of the saving of 
the almost-forgotten anonymous 
remainder, who made no brave 
landing, but, " some on boards and 
some on broken pieces," came safe 
to land. There is a great evangel 
in the casual postscript of tnis 
storm story. My eye takes the 
headings of the chapter. "Paul's 
voyage towards Rome." "Paul is 
shipwrecked." It is round him 
and his two fellow passengers, 
with the centurion who guards 
them, that the interest gathers. 
These are the men we watch. It 
is their welfare we follow. Of 
course, there are others, an anon- 
ymous "rest," but for us there is 
practically but one man aboard 
that ship. Paul is the shipwreck- 
ed. Paul is saved, and we are 
shutting the book. But not so 
does the story end. "And the 
rest." We had forgotten them. 



The Bible never forgets remain* 
ders. Paul, Luke, Aristarchus, 
these are men of name, men with 
a mission, men of resource, men 
who do not easily drown. This 
crowd of sailors, ordinary and 
nameless, did they weather 
through ? My heart wants to 
know about them. It reverences 
men of mighty faith, but knows 
well that its place is not with them, 
alas ! but with "the rest." There 
be many whose hearts misgive 
them in this storm of life. If good 
landing be made, it will be by no 
triumph of theirs, but by some 
desperate hanging on to some 
broken piece of promise. 

So I have come to think of this 
verse as the supremely important 
one. The incidental in the chap- 
ter is the essential in the gospel. 
The casual postscript is casual no 
longer. Its note is the ruling 
strain in the great harmony of re- 
demption. Its message is what 
makes preaching worth while. 
There gathers benind it from the 
story of God's way with men a 
mass of testimony lifting it out of 
the merely incidental, and thrust- 
ing it into prominence, shining 
with splendid significance. Hear 
Israel's prophets proclaiming God's 
thought of remainders : " The 
remnant shall return unto the 
mighty God." "It shall come to 
pass that the Lord shall set His 
hand the second time to recover 
the remnant." " There shall be a 
high way for the remnant." And 
the book of the New Covenant, 
what is it but the gospel for the 
rest. Is not the message of the 
evangel to declare that Jesus came 
not to gather to Himself a few 
choice spirits, but to bring salva- 
tion to common men, and them 
that are out of the way. He jour- 
neys with His friends, a joyful 
company, and beneath them the 
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city shines in the sun. He will be 
a glad man this day, for the com- 
pany of His friends is great, and a 
multitude wait for Him to cry 
Hosanna as He enters the gates. 
But instead of laughter there are 
blinding tears and an exceeding 
bitter cry. He sorrows for "the 
rest." Kead again. " There was 
a feast of the Jews. And Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem." All the 
city makes holiday, and He goes 
to join the throng of the happy. 
But there was at Jerusalem, by 
the Bheep-market, a pool, where 
the sorrow of the city was central- 
ised, where lay "a great multi- 
tude of impotent folk." It was 
the place wnere the feasting city 
had stowed away "the rest, and 
thither went He first. Bead again. 
With the socially accepted wait- 
ing for Him, ready with open door, 
He goes to be guest with Zaccheus 
in that city chief of "the rest." 
His most precious parables of 
grace are so many defences of His 
attitude to "the rest." To the 
morally capable such an attitude 
to "the rest" was inconceivable 
for a good man. To the best of 
their teachers the vulgar herd was 
a problem to be left. Their teach- 
ing was for the morally capable, 
for the morally incapable they had 
nothing but contempt. They 
lumped them in one comprehen- 
sive word of scorn, "sinners." 
Moral refuse, "unavoidable waste 
from the finished product of Phar- 
isaism." The law came by Moses. 
But law is for the able and the 
healthy. Grace came by Jesus 
Christ. It is the very genius of 
His gospel that it is good news for 
"thereat." 

The old thought states itself 
now in scientific terms. It is a 
matter of law that the strong live 
on, and the weak must die. Nat- 
ural selection makes short work of 



the remainders. The fittest sur- 
vive and the rest go to the scien- 
tific equivalent for the wall, the 
dogs, the devil. But the rest are 
brought back to light and saving in 
Jesus Christ. To quote the late 
Dr. Finlayson : " I hold that there 
is such a thing as supernatural se- 
lection — a selection by grace, a se- 
lection not of the strong that they 
may extinguish the weak, but of 
the weak that they may be strength- 
ened and saved. That is the high- 
er law, the law of love, the law 
whose crowning instance was the 
act of the Good Shepherd, when 
He left the ninety and nine, and 
went even as far as Calvary after the 
lost sheep that had gone astray." 
Life has many unconsidered re- 
mainders. The grace of God 
knows none. 

There is more told of this easily 
overlooked remainder if you look 
back in the chapter. You have 
something to add to the bare fact 
that they came all safely ashore. 
The incidental verse runs back 
into an unfathomable mystery. In 
the angel's speech with Paul the 
rest come again to light, into sight: 
"Fear not, Paul; thou must be 
brought before CaBsar, and, lo, 
God hath given thee all them that 
sail with thee." 

Men are more closely related 
than they think. There are great 
interlacing ministries in human 
life, and they make the mystery 
and solemnity of life. Here is the 
mystery of vicarious goodness. 
One can illustrate it a thousand 
times from Scripture and life, but 
who can explain it ? We ourselves 
reached its heart when together 
we ended our prayer with words 
which linked us with the mystery 
at its deepest. We said: "For 
Christ's sake." The truth of the 
priesthood of the Son of God does 
not stand unrelated. Its principle 
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touches our lives at every point. 
"A man shall be as a hiding- 

Elace from the wind, as a covert 
rom the tempest." In the prison- 
er Paul, "the rest" found this 
" man " of the prophet's dream. 

Surely there is an unwritten 
verse in this story which tells of 
the Apostle's insistent identifica- 
tion of himself with the welfare of 
his fellows on the storm-smitten 
ship. Had he not in faith so merg- 
ed their interests with his own, 
that the Almighty, for the sake of 
His promises to such faith as this, 
could not put asunder what the 
selfless believing prayer of a good 
man had joined together ? It was 
Paul's way thus to lose himself in 
others for their saving. "I could 
wish that I myself were anathema 
from Christ for my brethren's 
sake." 

Is there not need of such men 
of faith in our midst ? — men of 
prayer, who are with the congre- 
gation in more than mere pres- 
ence ; men with a passionate con- 
cern for "the rest," desiring and 
striving in unselfish faith so to 
identify themselves with the pray- 
erlessand unsaved as to compass 
their salvation. 

There are some of us who are 
what we are, becaifse, with hearts 
once alienated and rebellious, we 
found ourselves caught up and 
compassed about by the prayer 
and faith of others who would 
not be denied of God concerning 
our salvation. The story is told 
of the youth condemned to die at 
the ringing of the curfew bell ; of 
the maid who besought in vain the 
sexton, but, undismayed, climbed 
the belfry stair, saying, " Curfew 
must not ring to-night." Round 
the old stairway to the open plat- 
form and the hanging bell climb- 
ed the maid, saying still, "Cur- 



few must not ring to-night. " 
Then, when the bell moved, grasp- 
ing the clapper and swinging out 
over the abyss, with bleeding 
hands and many a bruise, but 
muttering always, "Curfew shall 
not ring to-night." And curfew 
did not ring that night, and with 
the morning over tne hill came 
Cromwell, and the laddie's life 
was saved. 

I would believe that many a. 
man set on evil courses and callous 
of conscience, were clean past re- 
demption, did I not know that 
some one to whom he is dear — a 
praying mother, mayhap — is cling- 
ing to God on his behalf, and has 
bound him with gold chains about 
the feet of God. 

"And the rest." It is written 
in this incidental way that no man 
is insignificant to God, and that is 
the chief note of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Turn the New Test- 
ament pages, read of Him who 
went to be guest with a man that 
was a sinner, and was reproached 
that He was ever the friend of 
such. Read again the propaganda 
of redemption, of a gospel for the 

Eoor, of nealing for the broken- 
earted, of deliverance to the cap- 
tive, of sight to the blind, of liberty 
to the bruised. This is the gospel 
for "the rest." It means that no 
man is to God but so much hu- 
man stuif, but valued for the 
stamp of birth that is on him, held 
in the heart of God as a child 
loved, missed, and longed for. 
This is the glory of ChrisPs teach- 
ing. The forgotten, lumped by the 
world among the "small sums," 
lost to men's sight in the army of 
the unconsidered, may take heart 
in the certain knowledge that they 
abide in the thought of God. — The 
Rev. Tho8. Yates, Nortoood Church, 
Liverpool, in The Examiner. 
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THE COMPASS CORRECTED. 



Every seaman knows that there 
are variations of the compass. 
Many variations follow fixed laws, 
and are tabulated for all latitudes 
and longitudes. When once known 
they are not dangerous so long as 
the tables of variations are at 
hand. Others are wayward, and 
may exist undetected. Something 
on board, or some mountain range 
along which the ship sails ; some- 
thing in the ship herself or her 
cargo ; something in earth cur- 
rents beneath shallow water, or in 
magnetic conditions of the atmos- 

Shere, may tell on the needle and 
eflect it more or less seriously. 
Is it not so with the . human 
soul ? God made man for Himself, 
and unless for some adverse in- 
fluence, as of Satan in Eden, the 
soul of man would ever have turn- 
ed God ward. As a fact, however, 
the human soul is deflected from 
God. It moves easily away from 
the Lord Jesus, and will not turn 
to Him for life. 

We must allow for this awkward 
and dangerous tendency. We 
must seek means for its correction. 
Science has discovered corrections 
for the compass; grace supplies 
correction for the wavering soul. 
The soul will often be agitated by 
internal passions. We may carry 
things with us, or we may run 
across outward things, which draw 
off the soul from God. Earth cur- 
rents may so act on us that our 
soul may "cleave unto dust." 

Slight variations of the compass, 
when in open sea, may do little 
more than divert our course a lit- 
tle. The noon observations may 
soon set it to rights, and we can 
correct our course. It is different, 
however, at times. Slight errors 
may mean disaster when safegoing 
through a fog-hidden channel de- 



pends upon accuracy. Even in 
open sea, if the compasses are 
wrong, if neither sun nor moon 
should appear for days together, 
so that noonday and night obser- 
vations should be both impossible, 
we may los<* much running, and 
may even find ourselves involved 
in dangers which we ought never 
to have approached. "To the 
Law and to the Testimony ! " If 
our conscience, affection, motive, 
judgment, vary from the teach- 
ing of the Word of God, we are 
out of course. Our compass is 
wrong. Our needle," maybe, is 
depolarized, or a powerful lust is 
drawing us aside, and the whole 
being is following a wrong course. 
God may be guiding us with His 
eye upon us, and we may be resist- 
ing the pressure of His hand. Our 
tables of variations are correct, 
but we disregard them. We are 
in danger of going utterly wrong, 
even to our sours destruction, on 
the rocky shores of transgression, 
or down into the vortex of pas- 
sion. 

Dear reader, let us watch and 
pray ; let us cry to our God to 
Keep us true to Him ; let us often 
and humbly study the Word ; let 
us cry mightily for the help of the 
Holy Ghost ; let us leave off trust- 
ing to our own heart, which is de- 
ceitful above all things and desper- 
ately wicked. If the Lord set us 
right and keep us right, we are 
safe — safe, and only then safe. 
" He who trusteth his own heart 
is a fool." He who trusts in God 
is secure. His promise holds good. 
" If any man lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who giveth to all men 
liberally and upbraideth not." We 
mti8t be watchful. We need not 
be subject to the fear which has 
torment if our hearts are set on 
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<Jod, for the needle of oar renew- 
ed and instructed mind will point 
our way over the seas of life to the 
only haven of the soul — even God 
Himself. 



Writing of " Shakspere and the 
Sea," the Spectator says : 

Even the sailor, critical as he al- 
ways is of allusions to the techni- 
calities of his calling that appear 
in literature, is arrested by the 
truth of Shakspere's references to 
the sea and seafaring, while he 
-cannot but wonder at their copi- 
ousness in the work of a thorough 
landsman. Of course, in this re- 
spect, it is necessary to remember 
that Elizabethan England spoke a 



language which was far more fre- 
quently studded with sea terms 
than that which we speak ashore 
to-day. With all our vast com- 
merce and our utter dependence 
upon the sea for our very life, its 
romance, its expressions take lit- 
tle hold of the immense majority 
of the people. Therein we differ 
widely from Americans. In every 
walk of life, from Maine to Mexi- 
co, from Philadelphia to San Fran- 
cisco, the American people salt 
their speech with terms borrowed 
from the sailor, as they do also 
with other terms used by Shak- 
spere, and often considered by 
Shakspere's countrymen of the 
present day, quite wrojigly, to be 
slang. 



WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 



At Stations on the Foreign Field. 



Sweden. 

HELSINOBORG. 

Mr. K. I. Berg writes on October 1 : 
I have distributed a lot of tracts in 
several different languages besides Swed- 
ish, Norwegian and Danish, also Ger- 
man, Finnish, Russian and Dutch, of 
which nations vessels frequently visit 
-our port. Sometimes I have succeeded 
in having sailors talk freely on religious 
matters, though they very often get 
-quite silent, or try to lead the conversa- 
tion on other themes, when this question 
is touched. I am glad to say that among 
the great number of sailors who use 
Helsingborg as a place of passage to the 
continent I have met with many very 
lovely Christians. They most often come 
from the north and west parts of Swed- 
en. 

As I have many times told you, strong 
drink is here, as well as in other places, 
one of the worst enemies of the sailors, 
and it has hitherto been almost impossi- 
ble for young men to resist the tempta- 
tions which have met them in this re- 
spect, as they have been obliged to live 
in boarding houses and with private 



families, of which many have been worse 
than any public house. Now this will 
be altered, since the new splendid Sail- 
ors* Home will in a short time open its 
doors. Even those who live somewhere 
else will have an opportunity to procure 
cheap and good meals there without 
spirits. Moreover, they will have a large 
and light reading and writing room, and 
the Home also contains a large lecture 
room for religious meetings. Even to 
those who would have liked to take part 
in the work, our meeting room has been 
so far distant that it has kept them 
back. As I have before said, some good 
women have been deterred neither by 
distance nor by anything else from com- 
ing regularly to help me by song and 
music. I thank the Lord for the many 
blessed hours which I have spent in that 
little room with sailors, where I have 
often felt His presence. 

The public nouses will from now on 
be organized in a better way according 
to the Gothenburg system. This means 
that all the public houses will be changed 
into eating houses, and where alcoholic 
drinks are only served with food and in 
proportion to the same. We expect this 
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to be a good step in the right direction, 
and hope drunkenness will diminish by 
such an arrangement. 

Number of religious services held, 44; 
average attendance of seamen at reli- 
gious services, 12, of others, 4; religious 
visits to hospitals, 12, on ships, 845, in 
boarding houses and families, 145; Test- 
aments distributed, 00, tracts, 1,515. 



STOCKHOLM. 

Mr. J. f . Hedstrom writes on October 
1: 

I met with a Christian sailor who ask- 
ed for a book-bag, because he had noth- 
ing on board to read ; when he had got 
the bag he remembered another sailor, 
one of his friends, who was on board 
another ship and who would be very glad 
if he would get some books. He told 
me that, on the last Sabbath, the Lord 
had spoken to him about sin, and the 
man began to cry and prayed for salva- 
tion. 1 sent good books to him and be- 
lieve our Saviour will lead him to the 
way of peace. I met with three other 
sailors who expressed gratitude for books 
which had been a great blessing to them. 
I came on board a great Spanish steam- 
ship, where 1 found on the after-deck all 
the officers assembled. With thankful- 
ness they all received the books and the 
portions of the Bible, but the best of all 
was every one of them commenced at 
once to read the blessed gospel; and it 
was a beautiful sight I saw in the fore- 
castle — the men there doing the same. 
I mention this because it is not in every 
Spanish vessel I see such things happen. 

Among the many sailors who visited 
the reading room was a little English 
boy. He visited us nearly every night, 
and I had often a quiet conversation with 
him about the one thing needful. Just 
before the vessel left the harbor, the boy 
came running up to me, and with tears 
in his eyes asked me for a Bible, and 
when he had got it he went on board 
with joy. In July that boy came here 
again with another English vessel, and 
tne ship was no sooner alongside of the 
quay, than the boy came up to see me. 
He told me now what a blessing he had 
received through the love of God from 
his visits and from the Bible he had got 
of me. When at home he had Riven a 
friend his Bible and wanted another and 
received it. I had a visit from a captain, 
and we were speaking about the sailor's 
life in sin, as well as about the great 



missionary work among them. He say* 
there is no doubt that the mission haa 
been successful. Then he told me what 
a blessing the book-bag had been in hia 
ship, so that he could say that not only 
to him had the Lord spoken, but also to 
two of his men. Another man asked me 
if I knew him, but I could not remember 
him. Then he told me that he was in 
Stockholm in 1897, when I had told him 
that Christ was able to help in any situa- 
tion. He was at that time living in the 
Sailors' Home, and he went up to hia 
bedroom, kneeled down in prayer, cry- 
ing to the Lord for help, and from that 
time he has praised the Lord for Hia 
wonderful grace. 

I presented a Portuguese seaman with 
a New Testament ; he looked at the book 
for a few minutes, and exclaimed: "I 
have been searching for this holy book 
seven years; " then he kissed the book 
and cried aloud : " The name of the Lord 
be praised now and for ever." 

Religious services, 96; average attend- 
ance of seamen, 40; visits to vessels, 442; 
tracts distributed, 10,620; book-bags is- 
sued and placed on board ships, 72. 



Denmark. 

COPENHAGEN. 

The Rev. A. Wollesen writes on Octo- 



ber 1: 

A number of tourists from Great Brit- 
ain, America and other parts of the 
world have encouraged us by their visits; 
several have given us their co-operation 
while they tarried here. Anton A. Raven, 
Esq., with his wife and daughter, of 
New York, visited our mission on Sab- 
bath, July 20. Mr. Raven kindly ad- 
dressed tne audience. After service 
twenty-two seamen received the free gift 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

Mr. Peter Larsen came to us in Aug- 
ust. Fourteen years ago he left Den- 
mark a poor sailor boy, but through the 
mercy or God he is now a man of influ- 
ence in New York. Twice during his 
brief stay sailors listened to the story of 
the wondrous love from the heart and 
lips of this beloved brother who rejoiced 
once more at the showers of blessing 1 
falling on the old Seamen's Mission. A 
number of toilers of the ocean have 
warmed oar hearts by their experience 
and prayers. 

In behalf of my birthday some friend* 
made a-eollection for the benefit of the 
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mission, and a gentleman presented us a 
phonograph. None connected with our 
mission can master the Russian lan- 
guage, but our phonograph can. Some 
Russian emigrants visited our mission 
and a lady of the company and a brother 
spoke and sang their native language 
in the phonograph, and since then Rus- 
sian mariners and emigrants have listen- 
ed to the tidings of great joy in their 
native tongue. 

Joe was twenty-three years of age, a 
student in a medical college in Chicago, 
and left home and college, and in Aug- 
ust arrived at Copenhagen as fireman. 
He visited our mission and on a day long 
to be remembered he wrote to his moth- 
er in Chicago, "Dear mother, I leave 
Copenhagen for home," and with emo- 
tion told me that he would receive a 
royal welcome. I venture to say that my 
dear Joe in various respects was benefit- 
ed by his visit to Copenhagen. 

G. was a sailor; as long as he was on 
shore his home was in dens of iniquity, his 
wife and children were in poverty, in 
her letters to the dear husband and fath- 
er she besought him to give his heart to 
Jesus. In early spring she wrote that 
their youngest child was dead. While 
tears rolled down his cheeks he handed 
me the letter to read ; he told me that 
the boy was three years old, that in these 
years he had only been home five weeks; 
that he sincerely repented his former 
life and asked if there still was mercy 
for him. He was pointed to the compas- 
sionate friend of sinners and ere be left 
his soul had found pardon. He wrote 
lovingly to the wife of his belief that bet- 
ter days were to follow. On September 
9 he started for home as a Christian, 
well clothed and one hundred and eighty 
kroners in his pocket. 

Number of religious services held in 
chapel, 41, on shipboard, 4, funerals, 3, 
elsewhere, 6; average attendance at re- 
ligious services on Sabbath 90, weekday, 
40; religious visits to hospitals, 27, on 
ships, 893, in boarding houses, 198; Bi- 
bles and Testaments distributed, 364, 
tracts, 240. 



seamen and 699 residents have visited 
our Institute; 547 seamen have attended 
our services; 1,827 letters were written 
by and received for sailors; 1,556 ships 
were visited. 

The officers of an American ship were 
several times at the Institute and many 
of the men. Mr. Skofleby, assistant port 
missionary, visited the ship several times, 
I am glad to state that we have not had 
so many destitute Americans, but have 
had many Americans attend our services 
and make use of the rooms. Monday, 
August 11, Sir William Ward, H. M* 
Consul-General, and Ed. Chaplin, Esq., 
chairman of the Institute Committee, 
provided a coronation tea to the British 
and American sailors; one hundred and 
nineteen seamen present; after tea a 
concert followed; during the evening 
one hundred ci$ar cases filled with cigars- 
bearing the inscription "Coronation 
Day, " were given away ; during the even- 
ing a silver salver was presented to Mr. 
and Mrs. Renton. Mr. Kenton had been 
on the committee since its formation* 
The Hon. Dr. Hugh Pitcairn, American 
Consul-General, addressed the meeting, 
and referring to the late Queen he said 
she was the Queen of Queens and had 
gone to rest with the good wishes of 
civilized humanity. 

During the last six months 1 have been 
telling the plain old gospel, "All have 
sinned, all may be saved;" two ways, 
the broad way, and narrow; two mas- 
ters, the Lord Jesus and the devil. I 
know that God does bless me and help 
me with His Spirit. So many since I 
came here have learned to pray that now 
are running to other ports, but I have 
very encouraging letters from them that 
they are still Kept by the power of God- 
cumber of American ships in port 
since last statement, 1, British, 1,980; 
religious services held in chapel, 26, else- 
where, 4; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 26, of other?, 4; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals, 23, on ships, 
1,556, in boarding houses, 55; Bibles 
distributed, 9, Testaments, 19, poitiona 
of Scripture, 85, tracts, 2,454. 



Germany. 

HAMBURG. 



Belgium. 

ANTWERP. 

The Rev. J. Adams writes on October 
Mr. H. M. Sharps writes on October $ : 

0: There has been an increase in attend- 

From April 1 to September 80, 8,211 ances at our religious services as com> 
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pored with tire last quarter and a de- 
crease in Tints to the reading room. Our 
Sunday services have been most encour- 
aging in numbers and we know that thej 
have not been fruitless. Much has been 
done in the way of advice, aiding the 
destitute, obtaining situations for men 
out of employment, and in many other 
directions. A large number of religious 
conversations with men, both on board 
ship and in the reading room, have been 
held. In this way we nave been able to 
meet difficulties, answer objections, and 
give help of the highest kind. This per- 
sonal dealing, we trust and pray, has 
been blessed by God. 

My assistant, Mr. Oddy, has under- 
taken the duties of colporteur to the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. His work 
for us and for that society will be mu- 
tually helpful. One of the things he has 
discovered is that the scope for the sale 
of Bibles is not large, for the great ma- 
jority of men already have them. This 
is most gratifying, for although it limits 
his sales, it shows the Bible is part of 
men's equipment for sea, and the posses- 
sion of the printed Word gives an open- 
ing for the spoken Word. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 4, all others, 699; 
religious services held in chapel, 42; at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
2,546, of others, 1,122; religious visits to 
hospitals, 8, on ships, 771, in boarding 
houses, 4; tracts distributed, 755. 



Italy. 

NAPLES. 

Extracts from the Twenty-first An- 
nual Report: 

Meetings held in Bethel, 148, on board 
•ships, 26; visits to ships, 1,400, to hos- 

Sitals, 126; tracts, magazines and books 
istributed, about 12,000, Bibles, Testa- 
ments and gospel portions. 42; temper- 
ance pledges taken, 9; attendance at 
meetings, 3,100; letters received and 
posted for sailors, 400. 

Some idea of our missionary's activity 
-during the past year may be gathered 
from the statistical table of his work. It 
will be seen that his services averaged 
more than three a week, his visits to 
ships nearly four a day, and his visits to 
the hospital between two and three a 
week. It has to be remembered, too, 
that the visits on shipboard and in the 
hospital imply that Mr. Bell spoke of the 



gospel to many more than he succeeded in 
inducing to come to the religious ser- 
vices. It sometimes happens that in his 
advances to men he has disagreeable and 
even insolent things said to him. But 
this is not always a bad symptom. The 
apparent rudeness may be the way in 
which an uneasy conscience is manifest- 
ing itself. A sailor is often a simple- 
minded person, and to get him to become 
confidential is not difficult. His emo- 
tions are easily stirred, and a question 
about his mother may lead him to tell 
you a great deal about his life. The 
pathetic has a great hold on him, and it 
may be questioned whether any happi- 
ness of his is perfect that has not mingl- 
ed with it an element of the sad. At an 
entertainment he will sing with relish 
song after song of the most lugubrious 
description — about mothers' graves and 
ships that never returned — and his fel- 
low-sailors all look as if they were thor- 
oughly enjoying the sad sentiments. It 
is in visiting that the missionary is made 
the depository of the sailors' confidences, 
and it is in connection with such that he 
has some of his most precious opportun- 
ities. 

Mr. Bell is most attentive to his sick, 
and has the satisfaction of knowing that 
the medicine he offers to some who are 
sick in soul as well as in body is not al- 
ways rejected. A few weeks ago four 
sailors from a United States man-of-war 
were in the hospital, and as Mr. Bell 
was absent at the time on a short holi- 
day, I visited them myself. Two of the 
four were colored boys, and both died. 
One was taken away somewhat suddenly 
and unexpectedly, and I saw but little 
of him. Of the other, who lingered long- 
er, I saw more, and have every reason to 
believe that my visits were not useless. 

The aggregate attendance at the ser- 
vices for the year is very far from satis- 
factory. Sailors no more than shore 
people can be compelled to attend at re- 
ligious services. In both cases non-at- 
tendance is greatly to be deplored; but 
when an effective remedy is found in the 
one case we shall be only too glad to 
adopt it in the other. 

It will be observed that in the course 
of the year nine men took the pledge to 
abstain from the use of intoxicating 
liquors. This is a small number, and if 
drunkenness were a prevalent evil in our 
port, it might be questioned whether 
this part of our work was receiving 
adequate attention. But drunkenness is 
not a prevalent evil in our port. There 
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is. of course, a case now and then; but 
in regard to this evil our port is vastly 
better than it was. I cannot at this mo- 
ment recall when I saw a tipsy sailor. 

To the American Seamem's Friend 
Society, and the British and Foreign 
Sailors' Society we are greatly indebted 
for i heir grants. 

A few extracts from the missionary's 
journal: 

" Rev. Dr. Paton of the New Hebre- 
dies gave an earnest address, and describ- 
ed his work on the islands. A voung 
sailor said to me that he had only one 
fault to find with the service, it was too 
short." 

" Received a letter from a sailor in 
'England. He mentioned some interest- 
ing meetings at which he was present, 
and prays that God may bless our efforts 
for the good of our seamen." 

"A captain told me how pleased he 
was with the Sunday evening service at 
the Bethel when he was here last, about 
a year ago. He said it was one of the 
best meetings he had ever attended. He 
spoke also of one of his apprentices, who 
always liked to attend the Bethel." 

" Had a splendid gathering this morn- 
ing on board Orient steamer. The pass- 
engers were delighted to have this op- 
portunity for worship, and one of them 
presided at the harmonium, two others 
gave short addresses. In the evening 
there was a large turn-out at the Bethel. 
Mr. Johns again helped me in the speak- 
ing, and gave an earnest and interesting 
address. Another gentleman thanked 
us, in name of the passengers, for the 
interest we had taken in them, and for 
.giving them the opportunity of spending 
a delightful Sunday." 

" Visiting on board an American war- 
ship and was well received by the men. 
Had an interesting talk with one who is 
trying to live a Christian life. Some of 
the young lads spoke about their Chris- 
tian mothers in the home-land." 

** At the Bethel service an American 
sailor told the story of his conversion. 
He said that he could not often attend 
public worship, but could always read the 
Bible and pray to God." 

" Had an interest in^talk with a sailor 
About divine things. He says it is dif- 
ficult to be a Christian when one is away 
from home influences. With God's help 
one can live the Christian life any- 
where." 

" A young Indian doctor gave a short 
and interesting address, and told us the 



story of his conversion. He left India 
to study for some time in Scotland, and 
expected to find that all the people were 
Christians." 

" During the past fortnight I have had 
opportunity of visiting the seamen's mis- 
sions at Genoa and Leghorn. At Genoa 
my good friend, captain Clneas, took me 
round the harbor in his steam launch to 
visit the ships, and I had the opportun- 
ity of speaking to a large gathering of 
sailors at the Rest." 



Japan. 



KOBE. 



The Rev. Edward Makeham writes on 
September 10: 

As the lease of the present Institute 
building expires on November 80 I have 
seized the present as a suitable time to 
make changes which I believe will result 
in much better work being done. 

The undermentioned gentlemen have 
associated themselves as a committee for 
the Kobe Seamen's Mission and Insti- 
tute which is to be carried on as hither- 
to under the auspices of the American 
Seamen's Friend Society and the Mis- 
sions to Seamen, which societies appoint 
and aid the chaplain: the Right Rev. 
Bishop Foss, D.D. ; J. Carey Hall, Esq., 
British Consul; George Sale, Esq., and 
A De Ath, Esq., merchants, and the 
Rev. E. Makeham, seamen's chaplain. 
More commodious premises have been 
obtained where it is possible for the 
chaplain to live on the spot. I enclose a 
rough sketch of the ground plan and 
later on hope to send you some photo- 
graphs. 

You will note on plan certain propos- 
ed alterations marked in red ink; these 
changes I hope to carry out as funds are 
obtainable. At present I am raising a 
fund for furnishing and alterations 
which must be made before opening the 
new premises on December 1. About 
yen 800 is needed of which I have al- 
ready received over yen 400, so do not 
feel any anxiety for the remainder. A 
further sura of at least yen 800 will be 
required to build the annex, which will 
provide accommodation for about twen- 
ty beds, and as this department of the 
work is almost entirely for the benefit of 
the crews of sailing vessels which sail 
from Philadelphia and New York, I ven- 
ture to appeal to the Amebic an Sea- 
men's Friend Society for help in this 
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direction. It is a large sum to ask you 
for, but as I have to raise the whole 
working expenses of Institute, locally, 
about yen 1,500 per annum, I cannot see 
any way of raising more than the sum 
required for furnishing from our small 
foreign community. 

If I may be allowed to further press 
the matter, I would point out that the 
providing of this bed accommodation will 
make it possible for the Institute to 
board any men paid off from the ships 
find prevent the establishment of any 
boarding houses in Kobe, as all the con- 
suls are with me in this. At the present 
time we are clear of boarding houses and 
it is highly desirable in the interest of 
sailors to prevent the re-establishment 
of any such places. 

1 am hoping that when Mr. De Ath 
leaves Kobe, probably next month, that 
I shall be able to induce S. S. Lyon, 
Esq., the CJ. 8. Consul, to join the com- 
mittee; I tried for the manager of the 
Standard Oil Co., but he declined, though 
he helps us liberally. 

We ask your prsyers that God's bless- 
ing may rest upon t his move and the In- 
stitute be more and more a centre of 
Christian effort. 



Madeira. 

FUNCHAL. 

The Rev. Wm. Geo. Smart writes on 
September 30: 

The Saratoga and St. Mary's are just 
gone and the boys of both vessels used 
the Rest every day while they were here. 

My colleague, the Rev. G. B. Nind, 
found some boys on the Saratoga who 
had no Bibles and supplied them. Then 
on Sunday I had a service on the Sara- 
toga and Capt. Wad hams sent a party of 
boys from the St. Mary's to it; the boys 
were very attentive. On the previous 
Sunday night Mr. Nind had a service on 
the Saratoga. 

The German training ship Stosch came 
in and we had a hundred boys in the 
Rest at one time besides many men ; the 
boys were pleased to find lemonade and 
bananas and made short work of tx th. 

Opportunities occur for speaking words 
of warning and words for Christ to the 
boys and men, and we make use of them 
to do so. 

There is a large German sailing ship 
in port now, used for training young men 
as pilots. 



At Ports in the United States. 



New York. 

811 LOBS' HOME. 

Mr. H. G. Fithian writes on Novem- 
ber 1: 

The Saturday evening meetings are 
again being quite well attended with some 
interest. Mrs. Wood-Nelson is now with 
us in the Saturday evening services, also 
our friends from the Mariners' Church. 

While we much desire comfort bags 
for our friends, the man-of-war's nun, 
we greatly need them for the men of the 
merchant service also. Knit woolen mit- 
tens, pulse warmers, &c, will be most 
gratefully received with good reading 
matter. All good things for the men of 
the merchant service kindly send to the 
Sailors' Home, lfiO Cherry Street, New 
York City. J 

NEW YORK FORT SOCIETY. 

The eighty-fourth annual public meet- 
ing of the New York Port Society for 
Promoting the Gospel Among Seamen 
was held m the Lafayette Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church last night. The church 
was draped with the flags of all nations, 
those of America, England, Sweden ana 



Spain occupying a prominent place above 
the pulpit. The attendance was espe- 
cially large, and the interest was great 
and continuous. William Helmle Moore, 
president of the society, presided, and 
TheophilusA. Brouwer, second vice-pres- 
ident, read the Scripture and offered 
prayer. 

After a few remarks by the president 
the meeting was turned over to the di- 
rection of Russell W. McKee, president 
of the Brooklyn Sunday School Union, 
who is also a director of the New York 
Port Society. He introduced Carl Matt- 
son, a missionary of the society, who told 
of his work among the Scandinavian 
sailors, especially in the hospitals of the 
port. He told of a Danish sailor in one 
of them, who, when he offered him a 
tract, asked for money, which he got, 
and then told of his gratefulness, told 
also of the good results from the inquiry 
room connected with the Mariners' 
Church, and read a letter from a sailor 
on the Alaboma, telling of his conver- 
sion. He said that he had similar ones 
from sailors in Australia, South Africa 
and other remote places, illustrating the 
wide influence of the work. 
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Superintendent John McCormack of 
the West Side Branch, of Manhattan, 
said the branch held meetings three times 
a week, and that his work was principal- 
ly done among the steamships. He nad 
recently had a fireman on the Campania 
•converted, and said that twenty-two of 
the men were Christians, and that there 
the influence was so strong that the cap- 
tain had placed a sign up in the steamer 
forbidding swearing. Twelve thousand 
had attended the services during the 
year at the chapel, and the average num- 
ber asking for prayers was one hundred. 

The Rev. Samuel Boult, pastor of the 
Mariners' Church, Manhattan, introduc- 
ed Mr. Swenson and Mr. Hentz, two 
sailor converts of the Mariners' Church, 
who spoke briefly but earnestly of the 
good they had received, and paid espe- 
cial tribute to the Mariners' Church. 
Mr. Boult added that the enterprise was 
working hard with little funds, but was 
doingffood which had to be done quick- 
ly. He told of the efforts to save a cler- 
gyman's son. He finished by saying that 
the sailors were not the worst of men, 
and that their principal sin was that of 
indifference. 

The closing speaker was the Rev. Dr. 
David Greg* , wno said that he had work- 
ed in the Mariners' Church at one time 
and knew its usefulness. Three million 
sailors were worth taking care of. He 
said that over 400,000 came into port 
every year, and find shelter here. The 
average life of the sailor is thirty years. 
When .they reach port they have to 
be kept from the saloon keeper, the har- 
lot and the land shark. He said he 
spoke from personal knowledge, and 
knew that the work of the Port Society 
was a grand one. He bespoke for its 
needs a liberal collection and subscrip- 
tion. 

During the evening there was singing 
by several Spaniards of hymns in their 
native tongue, and there was music by a 
Swedish string quartet. The choir of 
the church, under the direction of John 
Hyatt Brewer, organist, rendered valua- 
ble service. — Brooklyn Eagle. 

NAVY YARD. 

Mr. H. G. Pithian writes on Novem- 
ber 1: 

The month of October at the Cob Dock 
and the Navy Yard in general has been 
one of great activity. Repairs to the 
ships of the North Atlantic squadron 
ana dooking of several others, the trans- 



ferring of several thousand men, the re- 
turn of the Buffalo from the far East 
with several hundred men to be dis- 
charged and transferred, besides the or- 
dinary routine, has kept all on the move. 
At times the religious interest was in- 
tense; at least six young men have come 
to me and said they had given their 
heart to the Lord, while others through 
personal effort have also yielded ; at not 
a meeting when the invitation was given 
have there been less than twenty to thir- 
ty requests for prayer, and several times 
fifty per cent, of the audience have de- 
sired an interest in the prayers of God's 
people. Early home training tells here 
as every where, and many from ungod- 
ly homes have heard the truth and fallen 
in love with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
About four hundred gospels have been 

Slven away, fifty Testaments, several 
ibles and a large amount of wholesome 
reading matter distributed. The library 
contains about five thousand volumes. 
Many are choice works. A late addition 
was made to it through the kindness of 
Miss Emma Alexander, W. C. T. U. su- 
perintendent of evangelistic work among 
seamen. These books were all recent and 
well selected and are being read by many 
men with great interest. The library, 
through the efforts of the librarian, Wm. 
Stokes, is in the best condition. 

Have received a large number of let- 
ters and even telegrams asking after the 
welfare of mothers' bovs who have failed 
to write home. Sometimes the boys were 
not to blame, as they have been sent to 
sea and have had no opportunity to write 
before leaving port. 

On a recent pay day it is said three 
thousand or more men were on liberty 
from the various ships. When one con- 
siders the large number of young men 
with money in their pockets let loose in 
a great city like New York, I am sure 
their behavior will compare favorably 
with a like number from any walk in 
life. The ten to fifteen thousand or 
more man-of-war's men of our great 
navy are not to be judged by a few poor 
weak men who have been led captive by 
the demon drink. The vast majority of 
this large body of men reported aboard 
ship on time and sober. One ship not 
long ago gave a large liberty party in a 
foreign port; every man reported on 
time and in good condition. 

Chaplain Boorom, who has been at- 
tached: to the U. S. R. S. Columbia for 
about thirteen months, will retire from 
the service November 14, having reached 
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the age limit, after a long and active 
service. Our associations with chaplain 
Boorom have been very pleasant; his 
visits to sick bay and hospital, his coun- 
sel to the young men and presence in 
the religious services will be missed by 
the men. We wish him many years of 
activity and a golden sunset at the end 
of a well rounded life. 

Chaplain Helms, recently detached 
from the U. S. S. Kearsarge, a much 
younger man. has been attached to the 
Columbia. The men who have been on 
the Keantarge and Buffalo with chaplain 
Helms say many kind things about nun. 

I again appeal to the readers of the 
Sajlors' Magazine for comfort bags and 
good wholesome reading matter. Send 
to H. G. Fithian, Chaplain American 
Seamen's Friend Society, Library, Cob 
Dock, Navy Yard, Brooklyn, prepaid. 



Georgia. 

8AVANNAH. 

Mr. H. Iverson writes on October 11 : 
Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 175, all others, 56; 
meetings held in chapel, 42; average at- 
tendance, 85; visits made for religious 
Eur poses to hospitals, 11, on ships, 82. I 
ave distributed 50 Bibles and a great 
deal of other reading matter and tracts. 
Our meetings have been very well at- 
tended lately, and for the next three 
months we expect to have a busy time. 
A friend of our work sent me one hun- 
dred Bibles for distribution among the 
seamen, and besides that I am getting 
some from our local Bible Society, of 
which I am one of the directors. The 
dormitory season is over by the last of 
this month ; it has been a very busy sea- 
son and it takes up a great deal of my 
time to look after it. 



Texas. 

GALVESTON. 

The Rev. John F. Sarner writes on 
October 13: 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 52, all others, 76; re- 
ligious services held in chapel, 18; aver- 
age attendance of seamen at religious 
services, 4, of others, 18; religious visits 
on ships, 110; Bibles and Testaments 
distributed, 8, and many tracts. 



Oregon. 

PORTLAND. 

Mr. W. S. Fletcher writes on October 
7: 

The summer months have been quiet, 
but the autumn fleet is now with us and 
promises to be of unusually large propor- 
tions. Various additions and improve- 
ments have been made in the Institute, 
and we hope and pray that the coming 
months will prove of great blessing to 
the men and boys who visit us. The 
Friday night song services seem likely 
to attract large numbers and will afford 
an opportunity of encouraging the men 
to take Jesus as their Captain, and to 
use their whole influence on His behalf. 
I believe we may look for a special bless- 
ing upon these meetings. It is encour- 
aging to note that the German and 
French sailors are attending the Insti- 
tute in increasing numbers, and those 
who have been here in former years lose 
no time in coming up to show that they 
have not forgotten us. The attendance 
at the Sunday services has been fair, but 
we look for larger numbers during the 
winter months. I was visiting a ship re- 
cently and the mate told me that while re- 
turning home from Portland three years 
ago a copy of my book " At Sea and in 
Port " had come into his hands and had 
deeply affected him. Since reading the 
book the whole trend of his life had been 
changed. Another officer assured me 
that two years ago a French sailor (a 
converted Catholic), to whom I had given 
my book, had asked him to read it, and 
he had found it a source of great bless- 
ing. So we have fresh evidence that the 
bread cast upon the waters is not suffer- 
ed to waste. 

Cheered by these witnesses of God's 
blessing I continue to give my book to 
officers, men and boys, hoping and pray- 
ing that the Spirit of God may bless them 
and lead them to put their full trust and 
confidence in the blessed Saviour, since 

"He is willing to aid them, 
He will carry them through." 

Number of religious services held in 
chapel, 82, on shipboard, 6; attendance 
of seamen at religious services, 641, of 
others, 101 ; religious visits to hospitals, 
8, on ships, 268 ; Bibles and Testaments 
distributed, 8, tracts, 1,442, religions 
papers, 1,183, magazines, 426, "At Sea 
and in Port,' 1 11, comfort bags, 9. 
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ASTORIA. 

The Rev. J. McCormac writes on Oc- 
tober 8: 

My work in last quarter was chiefly 
among fishermen, on their net-racks and 
in their boarding houses. They are from 
nearly all nations of the world, and I 
have tracts of nearly all nations to suit 
them, and very gladly and thankfully 
they receive them. They are very anx- 
ious to learn English too, and this is a 
great advantage in working among them. 
We have had but very few deep-sea ships 
last quarter, this being the dull season, 
but the wheat fleet season has just com- 
menced, and in the last two weeks we 
had about a dozen. Last Sunday I held 
service on the Forest Hall in the fore- 
castle, and had a very happy time. I 
believe I never spoke more freely or had 
better attention. I let the boys have a 
large bundle of papers, and, by the way, 
I thank you very much for the nice bun- 
dles of Seamen's Friends and Sailors' 
Magazines which you send me every 
month. Nothing in my estimation is so 
well suited for sailor reading as these, 
and I assure you I shall see that no ship 
leaves this harbor without a good sup- 
ply of them and other magazines and 
papers, which the good people of Astoria 
furnish me in great abundance. 

Number of ships in port since last 
statement, 13; religious services held on 
shipboard, 1, elsewhere, 9; average at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
15, of others, 33; religious visits on 
ships, 83, in boarding houses, 66; tracts 
distributed, 6,592; officiated at 2 bap- 
tisms, 3 marriages and 7 funerals. 



Washington. 



SEATTLE. 



them yesterday and supplied them with 
some necessities for sea. 

When 1 returned to lunch the other 
day I found a poor old negro at our 
house who told me he had sailed as cook 
for forty years and wanted to go back to 
his family in London. 1 remember hav- 
ing seen him on a ship, and he told me 
his captain had told mm to run away, 
but when he refused to do so the captain 
ordered the mates to put his things 
ashore. It took a great deal of running 
to get matters straightened out, but he 
got his money and his things and started 
toward Europe yesterday. 

When visiting along the water front 
the other day I found a sick and friend- 
less sailor sitting on a log. He was too 
sick to walk alone, I hastened to get as- 
sistance and got him to the hospital at 
once. The poor fellow had a severe at- 
tack of pneumonia, and passed away 
next day. 

We have a nice yard around our house 
where sick sailors love to bask in the 
sun and my wife is kept busy minister- 
ing to their comfort. One said, * 4 Your 
kindness has helped me more than med- 
icine." Another, ".Your dinner yester- 
day braced me up so that I feel like an- 
other man to-day." 

Nearly every day we receive letters 
from sailors we have befriended and who 
have found Christ at our gospel meet- 
ings. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 200, all others, 21 ; 
religious services held on shipboard, 17, 
elsewhere, 8; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 20, of others, 
10; religious visits to hospitals, 10, on 
ships, 230, in boarding houses, 35; Bi- 
bles and Testaments distributed, 27, 
tracts, 4,600. 



The Rev. G. F. West writes on Octo- 
ber 6: 

For the last three months we have en- 
tertained the sailors at our house every 
night and we feel that our efforts have 
not been in vain when the same ship's 
crew continued to come every night for 
a week, bringing others with them. 

At the conclusion of our last Sunday 
afternoon gospel service on board the 
British ship Pass of Kittiecrankei seven 
rose for prayer and have decided for 
Christ, l had a farewell meeting with 



Book Notice. 



Old Time Student Volunteers. By 
H. Clay Trumbull. New York. Fleming 
H. RevellCo. 1902. $1.00. 

In his "Memories of Missionaries," 
recalled in this volume, Dr. Trumbull 
confines his recollections to those in the 
mission field fifty years ago and earlier. 
Of these he selects thirty-four. It is a 
great thing to have " personal memories " 
of so many workers in the field of mis- 
sions, and it is a kind of Christian 
wealth he felt bound to share with his 
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poorer brethren. He has enriched the 
church with these sketches of good men 
and true, known indeed many of them 
through other publications, but known 
afresh and with power through these 
personal appreciations. Let the book be 
in every missionary and Sunday School 
library. It is fascinating reading. 



grow brighter until March 20 wfcen It 
will be in opposition to the son. 
Princeton University. W. M. Reed. 



Th9 Stars aud Planets in 
December, 1903. 

For a couple of months a faint comet 
has been passing through the sky. In 
October it was visible to the naked eye 
as a blurred object in Cassiopeia. It 
looked not unlike a star out of focus. 
There was a suspicion of a tail, but it 
was difficult to see. In fact, the major- 
ity of comets have no tails. The only 
interesting feature about this stranger 
was its rapid motion among the stars. 
For the comet is going around the sun 
and is making only a brief visit in the 
neighborhood of the earth. It may be 
that its path is such as will lead it off 
into space again, or it may be that it will 
run for many centuries in an elliptical 
path around the sun. On November 29 
the inhabitants of Mercury, if they ex- 
ist, will have a splendil view of this 
strange object. The comet will then be 
about one million six hundred thousand 
miles from that planet. Observations 
will be made at that time to ascertain if 
possible the mass of Mercury. But on 
account of the curious character and be- 
havior of the material in a comet, it is 
doubtful if our knowledge of the weight 
of Mercury will be much increased. 

On December 22, at one o'clock in the 
afternoon by Washington mean time, 
the sun is at winter solstice and winter 
commences. 

One hour before sunrise on December 
15, Mars is on the meridian in the con- 
stellation of Virgo. It will be about 
midway between the bright stars Spica 
and Regulus. Mars will continue to 



Reoeipts for October, 1 902. 



Maine. 
Bar Harbor, Mrs. D. O. Blair, for a 

loan library f 

Vermont. 
White River Junction, received on 
account of bequest of R. C. A. 
Latham, late of White River 
Junction, per I. K. Hamilton, ex- 
ecutor 

Massachusetts. 

Falmouth, Celia F. Shfverick 

Northfield, Mrs. A. M. D. Alexander, 
to repair loan library No. 9,888. . . 
Rhode Island. 

Providence, Central Congregational 

• Church 

Westerly, from X., for a loan library. 
Connecticut. 



90 00 



400 00 

90 00 
19 00 



108 84 
90 00 



New York. 
Albany, Ulster County W. C. T. U., 
for a library to be called the Oar- 
diner W. C. T. U. Library of Ul- 
ster County 

Brooklyn, Central Congregational 

Church 

New Brighton, James C. Crabtree. . . 

New York City, collections from the 

steamers of the White Star line, 

received per E. J. Adams 

Collections from the steamers of the 
International Navigation Co.'s 
lines, received per H. G. Philips, 

cashier 

Elbridge T. Gerry 

John Dwight 

Collegiate Reformed Dutch Church 
Seamen's Bethel Christian Endeav- 
or Society, of which $90 for a loan 

library 

Rev. Samuel T. Carter, for a loan 

library 

James T. Carter 

Cajpt. G. H. Smith and crew of bark 

Estx, for library work 

Capt. S. M. Beardsley, master of 

schooner Elma, for library work. 

New Jersey. 

Newark, First Presbyterian Church. 

New Brunswick, T. Robinson Warren 

District of Columbia. 

Washington, Mrs. Annie B. M. Craig. 

for a loan library in memory of 

David W. and Jane O. Mahon, 

with the motto "Make them to 

be remembered with Thy saints in 

glory everlasting " 



49 01 
10 00 



880 09 
16 76 
10 00 
4849 



90 00 



7164 
500 



900 00 



115 76 
900 00 
100 00 
50 96 



86 94 



9000 j 
9000 j 



450 
900 



998 95 
501 



90 00 



19,158 67 
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Sweden: Helslngborg K. L Berg. 

Stockholm J. T Hedgtroro. 

SundsvaU * 

Gotten burg.. Gfaristiaii Nielsen. 

Denmark: Copenhagen Rev. A. Wollesen. 

Germany: Hamburg British and American Sailors 1 Institute, H. M. Sharpe. 

Belgium: Antwern..... Antwerp Seamen's Frlena Society, Bev. J. Adams. 
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